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San Bernardino – On 
Thurs., Sept. 18, deputies from 
the San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Narcotics Division 
along with San Bernardino 
Police, Pomona Police, Chino 
Hills Police, and Homeland 
Security conducted a prosti-
tution enforcement operation 
in the Montclair, Rancho Cu-
camonga, and Ontario areas.  
The war on human trafficking 
is a widespread effort, and 
these operations are conduct-

Staff Reports

Santa Ana - A former New-
port Beach resident who fled 
the country 15 years ago 
after federal agents executed 
search warrants relating to 
his fraudulent Internet com-
pany pleaded guilty on Mon., 
Sept. 22 to federal fraud 
charges, admitting his role in 

see Alliance Page 5

Staff Reports

Walnut – If you are looking for an 
effective way to market your business 
and network with local businesses 
at the same time, Strategic Alliance 

Sun Sept. 28
Sunny
High 80°
Low 59°

Mon Sept 29
Sunny
High 84°
Low 61°

Tue Sept 30
Sunny
High 86°
Low 61°

Wed Oct 1
Sunny
High 84°
Low 60°

Thu Oct 2
Sunny
High 88°
Low 60°

Fri Oct 3
Sunny
High 92°
Low 61°

Walnut/DB
Chino Hills 

Weather

see Freeway Page 9
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Diamond Bar – The City 
of Diamond Bar was recently 
notified that a Transportation In-
vestment Generating Economic 
Recovery grant (TIGER) was 
awarded by the federal govern-
ment in the amount of $10 mil-
lion for the 57/60 freeway conflu-
ence construction project.

According to City staff, the 
program was created by the 

Staff Reports

Diamond Bar – If you are search-
ing for a wonderful dining experience 
with delicious, authentic food and 
great service, then look no further than 
Mandarin Taste.  A staple in the City 

Delicious, Authentic Cuisine At 
Mandarin Taste 

see Mandarin Page 5

3,368 Like Us!
facebook.com/TheWeeklyNews

2009 Economic Stimulus Bill, 
which allows states and cities 
to apply for funding for transpor-
tation projects that have a sig-
nificant impact on the nation, a 
metropolitan area or a region.

The confluence project is 
designed to improve traffic op-
eration on Grand Avenue from 
Golden Springs Drive to the 

see Council Page 7
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Chino Hills Gets A Dog Park

see Dog Page 8

Staff Reports

Chino Hills – Chino Hills’ dog-
lovers have long desired a com-
munity dog park, and it looks like 
their wish will be coming true.

The Kramer family - long time 
owner/operators of the Los Ser-

See their ad in this issue of the Weekly News 
for coupons and specials. For more informa-
tion, call (909) 861-1819 or just stop by their 
location at 23391 E. Golden Springs Drive, 
in Diamond Bar.

been vacant for some time.
Local attorney and City Coun-

cil candidate, Rossana Mitchell, 
who is the dog park committee 
president, said they are working 

Strategic Alliance: Free 
Networking

By Raymond Mendoza

Walnut - The Walnut City 
Council held its final meeting of 
the month on Sept. 24, and it 
included more complaints about 

Walnut Council Recap

Join the Strategic Alliance Networking Group at 
(909) 268-9470, or visit www.strategicnetworking.
org for more information.

Photo Courtesy: Raymond Mendoza

Suspect Arrested For Murder Attempt In Chino

see Murder Page 8

Staff Reports

Chino – On Sept. 23, at ap-
proximately 6:50 a.m., Chino 
Police Officers responded to a 
call regarding a stabbing in the 
6800 block of Cosmos Street. 
Upon arrival, the responding 
officers witnessed a male sus-

pect, later identified as Aaron 
Hernandez a 19-year old Chino 
resident, walking down the 
street with a knife. 

According to the City of Chi-
no, Officers attempted to make 
contact with Hernandez, who 
was fleeing the scene of an 
attempted murder. He became 

uncooperative and Officers 
used a Taser to safely take him 
into custody. 

The investigation revealed 
that Hernandez stabbed two 
family members. The victims 

ranos Golf Course and Country 
Club - has donated a parcel of 
land at the southeast corner of 
Los Serranos Country Club Drive 
and Los Serranos Road. This 
land was originally intended to 
house a tennis club, but times 
have changed and the land has 

Members of the City Council commended Lou and Joanie Simonelli and 
named them the “Walnut Community Heroes” for their extensive volunteer 
work at Walnut High School and throughout the Community.



Crossroads Urgent Care
3110 Chino Ave Ste 150-B
(909) 630-7868

Planet Beach
13890 Peyton Dr # C
(909) 465-9911

Senior Baja
3908 Grand Ave. #A
(909) 902-5110

Taco Factory
3277 Grand Ave.
(909) 464-9943

CHINO

Chino Commercial Bank
14345 Pipeline Ave.
(909) 393-8880

Diamond Bar City Hall
21825 Copley Drive
(909) 839-7000

Diamond Mail & Shipping
1249 S. Diamond Bar Blvd.
(909) 861-1290

It’s A Grind
1223 S. Diamond Bar Blvd
(909) 396-0577

Lowe Chiropractic
1135 S. Grand Ave.
(909) 861-7350

Oak Tree Lanes Bowling
990 N. Diamond Bar Blvd.
(909) 860-3558

Taco Factory
1123 Grand Ave.
(909) 396-5373

Pick Up Your Copy!
In addition to delivering to homes and businesses, copies of our papers are also available at these locations:
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20/20 Vision
20687-6 Amar Road
(909) 468-9622

Alamo Hand Car Wash
784 N. Nogales St.
(800) 952-2792

Animal Hospital
20670 E. Carrey Rd
(909) 594-1737

Clearwater Bagel
20747 E. Amar Rd.
(909) 598-4332 

Donut Tree
388 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 595-5337

Daily Donuts
18766 Amar Rd.
(626) 913-1074

Farmer Insurance
378 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 869-1077

Hair Perfect
20747 E. Amar Ave.
(909) 598-8394

Lemon Creek Cleaners
360 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 594-7504

NY Pizzeria
364 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 594-5000

Osuna’s Mexican Food
18746 Amar Road
(626) 810-4101

Post Box Plus
382 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 595-5924

Shane Chiropractic
20803 Valley Blvd #103
(909) 598-2111

Senior Center 
21215 La Puente
(909) 598-6200

Starbucks
505-A  A Grand Ave.
(909) 598-4459

UPS
20687 Amar Rd # 2
(909) 444-1303

Walnut City Hall 
21201 La Puente Rd.
(909) 595-7543

Walnut Hills Optometry 
18736 E. Amar Rd.
(909) 594-1153

Walnut Library
21155 La Puente Rd.
(909) 595-0757

Walnut Sheriff’s Station
21695 Valley Blvd.
(626) 913-1715

DIAMOND BAR
Barro’s Pizza
21000 Golden Springs
(909) 598-2871
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CHINO HILLS

Chino Hills Car Wash
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2140 Grand Ave Ste 130
(909) 364-9244

Chopstix House
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(909) 590-3688

WEBSITE COMMERCIAL

SOCIAL MEDIA
Jennifer Madrigal

Cyndi Beaver
facebook.com/TheWeeklyNews

784 Nogales St. 
Walnut, CA 

Located at the Alamo Car Wash

626.913.3718626.913.3718

By Andrew Rodriguez
 
In December of 2012, after fly-

ing home to California for winter 
break and concluding my sopho-
more year at Rutgers University, 
my father sat my brother and me 
down in our kitchen and turned 
off the television. My mom had an 
unusual look on her face, which 
I had never seen before.  Then 
he said three words that nobody 
should ever have to hear, “I have 
cancer.”

 The City of Hope National 
Medical Center treated my dad 
in February of 2013 for his pros-
tate cancer diagnosis.  He had 
his prostate surgically removed, 
and was in recovery for several 
months afterward.  I am very 
lucky to have my dad around 
today because of this hospital, 
but some of my friends have not 
been as fortunate.     

 Run the World 2K15 will take 

place in March of 2015.  This 
month long philanthropic event 
will be held to raise money for 
The City of Hope, one of South-
ern California’s largest research 
hospitals for Cancer and HIV re-
search.  My teammates and I will 
be running five half-marathons in 
five weeks, circling the planet and 
running in countries that have a 
high cancer rate.  

The five-week event will begin 
and conclude at Rutgers Univer-
sity, signifying a journey around 
the world to promote cancer 
awareness.  We would like to 
raise $30,000, or about a dollar 
for every mile travelled around 
the world.  Each race will be 
dedicated to a close family mem-
ber or friend who has suffered 
or passed away from cancer.  A 
loved one will also be running the 
race in memory or honor of their 
dedicated individual.  Here is our 
race schedule:

Run The World 2K15
• Sun., March 8: Semi-Mara-

thon De Paris, Paris, France.  In 
Memory of Terry Cardoza.

• Fri., March 13: Jerusalem 
Marathon and Half-Marathon, 
Jerusalem, Israel. In Memory of 
John Perez.

• Sun., March 22: Twilight Run 
for Cancer, Brisbane, Australia. In 
Memory of Michael Miyamoto.

• Sat., March 28: Pacific Half-
Marathon, Agoura Hills, Califor-
nia. In Honor of Frank Rodri-
guez.

• Sun., April 12: Rutgers Unite 
Half Marathon, Rutgers Univer-
sity, New Jersey.  In Memory of 
Sandy Wang Chiang.

I have five teammates who 
will be traveling to specific races 
to run in memory of their loved 
one.  Addam Rodriguez, Jaclyn 
Miyamoto, Emerald Chiang and I 
are all graduates of Walnut High 
School. Addam and Emerald 
are both running for their moms 

who passed away from cancer.  
Jaclyn is running for her brother, 
Michael, who lost his battle in 
2012.

 If you would like to donate 
to this worthwhile cause or find 
out more information on Run 
The World 2K15, you can email 
Team Leader Andrew Rodriguez 
at andrewedrod@verizon.net, or 
visit his personal page at: http://
nationalevents.cityofhope.org/
site/TR/HopeSweatampCures/
General?px=2008425&pg=pers
onal&fr_id=2370

 Andrew’s team can be emailed 
at runtheworld2k15@gmail.com, 
or visit their web page at:   

h t t p : / / n a t i o n a l e v e n t s .
c i t y o f h o p e . o r g / s i t e / T R /
H o p e S w e a t a m p C u r e s /
G e n e r a l ? p g = t e a m & f r _
id=2370&team_id=44472

The team’s Project Manager, 
Danielle Sapia, can be emailed 
at dsapia@coh.org.

By Jennifer Madrigal

It’s the little things in life that 
really define you, and leave an 
impression on others. 

The way the one you love 
comes across the room to throw 
their arms around you at the end 
of a long day; the glass of ice 
tea that is lovingly set out on a 
table for you by someone who 
cares; the way your son walked 
behind the little boy who wet 
his pants so that no one would 
make fun of him; and the friend 
that drove all day and across 
two states to hold your hand at 
your mom’s funeral. It’s those 
little things that make a life, 
define a relationship, and show 
you the depths of a person’s 

love.
When you truly love a person, 

you have their heart. Their hap-
piness is your happiness.  Their 
smile makes you smile.  Their 
pain wounds you, too.  

It’s the little things, like the 
way their eyes crinkle in the 
corner when they really smile, 
or the connection that you have 
with them with just a look across 
the room. It’s the comfort in 
knowing that that one person 
truly has your back and is truly 
your protector.

Fancy gifts and bouquets of 
flowers are nice, but they are 
nothing compared with the gift 
of doing something special for 
someone that only you know will 
make their day.

It’s The Little Things
While Love is a choice that 

one must make every day, it 
is also something that takes 
work and effort - and a whole 
bunch of little things - to build 
and maintain. The most beauti-
ful garden, planted with all the 
best soil, seeds and care, will 
rot and die away without contin-
ued tending and water from the 
gardener. Relationships require 
tending and consistently choos-
ing that person over yourself 
and making their happiness 
your happiness. It may be as 
simple as making lemon brown-
ies because you know he loves 
lemons, or going to that Kings 
game when you are a die-hard 
Ducks fan, but what remains is 
the little things that make the 

ordinary grand.
Someday when your life is 

ending or the one whom you 
have loved has passed away, 
you won’t remember the flowers 
he bought you from Von’s, or the 
pearl necklace he spent all his 
money on. What will warm your 
heart in the quiet times when 
you are all alone, is the way she 
laughed so hard telling a joke 
that she couldn’t even finish 
the punch line, or the way he 
lip-synched and danced to the 
goofy song in your car to make 
you laugh. 

These are the little things 
that make a relationship work 
and blossom and make you feel 
loved. It’s always been, and will 
always be, the little things.
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
Maternity & Kids Clothing/

Gear Swap
When:  Sunday, Sept. 28
Where:  Da Hula Studio, 968 

N. Diamond Bar Blvd (at Highland 
Valley Road).  Drop off items 10 
to 11:15 a.m.; swapping begins at 
noon and ends at 3 p.m.

Details:  Local families can 
exchange children’s outgrown 
clothing and gear.  Admission is 
$7, and you must bring items to 
exchange.  There are no price 
tags on anything.  Families can 
fill their bags with “new to them” 
items.  All remaining items will 
be donated to charities for free 
distribution.  There will be a kid’s 
station, goodie bags, and a free 
door prize raffle. 

Contact: Visit http://socals-
wap.jimdo.com/events/ for local 
information.

Walnut High Presents, 
“The Understudy,” by Eddie 
McPherson

When:  October 1 – 4, 7 p.m., 
with a 2 p.m. matinee on Octo-
ber 4.

Where:  Walnut High School 
Performing Arts Center, 400 N. 
Pierre Road, Walnut

Details:  Acting can be mur-
der!  The Walnut High School 
Drama Department is bringing 
this charming murder-mystery 
comedy to theatre-in-the-round.  
Tickets are $10 in advance; $12 
at the door.

Contact:  Tickets may be 
purchased online at www.seaty-
ourself.biz/walnutdrama, or at 
the door.  For more information, 
call (909) 594-1333, extension 
34212.

Wheel Food Fest
When:  Fri., October 3; 5 to 

8:30 p.m.
Where:  Walnut Valley Unified 

School District, 880 S. Lemon 
Avenue, in Walnut.

Details:  The Walnut Valley 
Educational Foundation is spon-
soring a family fun night with a 
variety of gourmet food trucks.  
This is a delicious way to sup-
port your students, schools and 
community.  There are no entry 
fees, and there is plenty of free 
parking.  Bring a blanket or chair 
and enjoy!  Food trucks may in-
clude:  The Slummin’ Gourmet, 
Macho Nacho, Rolling Sushi, 
Cup Cakery, Crepes Bonaparte, 
White Rabbit, and Dos Chinos.  
Please leave your pets at home, 
and do not bring alcohol, outside 
food or drinks.

Friends of the Taylor House 
Artist on the Porch Summer/
Fall Series

When:  October 12; 1 to 4 
p.m.

Where:  Heritage Gardens 
Park, 3510 East Cameron Av-
enue, West Covina

Details:  September event will 
feature craftsman period stained 
glass with Renn Hjellum-Lim.

Contact: For this and future 
events, visit facebook.com/tay-
lorhousecraftsmanhome

The Chino Hills Historical 
Society Presentation

When:  Monday, October 13
Where:  Chino Hills Commu-

nity Center, 14250 Peyton Drive
Details:  Local historian, Allen 

P. McCombs will give a presen-
tation on, “Chino Valley’s Role in 
How the West Was Won.” This 
event was previously scheduled 
on Sept. 15.

Contact:  Call (909) 597-2051, 
or email chhistory@aol.com

City of Hope Blood Drive
When:  Thurs., Oct. 16, 12:45 

to 7 p.m.
Where:  Mt. Calvary Lutheran 

Church and School, Gymnasium, 
23300 Golden Springs Drive, 
Diamond Bar.

Contact:  Call (909) 861-2740 
for appointments, and be sure to 
bring your ID to the event.

World Famous Glenn Miller 
Orchestra Concert and Din-
ner

When:  Saturday, Oct. 19; 
3 p.m. and 7 p.m.  Dinner at 5 
p.m.

Where:  Walnut High School 
Performing Arts Center, 400 N. 
Pierre Road, Walnut

Details:  The Walnut High 
School Jazz Orchestra will share 
the stage with the legendary 
Glenn Miller Orchestra for an 
evening of musical memories.  
There will also be a BBQ dinner 
in between shows.  Proceeds 
from this very special event will 
benefit the Walnut High School 
Instrumental Music Department.  
All seats $30; BBQ Dinner $15 

Contact:  For more informa-
tion call, (909) 594-BAND; for 
tickets visit www.seatyourself.
biz/walnutmusic.

Bark For Life 5K
When:  Saturday, October 18, 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where:  Boys Republic High 

School, 1907 Boys Republic 
Drive, Chino Hills

Details:  The American Cancer 
Society Bark For Life honors the 
care-giving qualities of canine 
companions.  Bring your best 
Canine Friend and join the non-
competitive walk around the 
track, followed by demos, games, 
contests, awards and dog adop-
tions.  $25 per dog; $5 per per-
son.  Raise funds and awareness 
in the fight against cancer.

Contact:  Visit www.relayforlife.
org/barkchinoca, or email Jenni-
fer Rudin at bflchinoeventchair@
gmail.com.

Free Intervention Informa-
tion Sessions

When:  Third Tuesday of each 
month, 6 p.m.

Where:  Charter Oak Hospital, 
1161 E. Covina Blvd., Covina

Details:  Free information ses-
sions about the intervention pro-
cess, a powerful tool to combat 
alcoholism and addition.  Open 
to the public, space is limited and 
reservations are recommended.

Contact:  Aurora Charter Oak 

Community Events Hospital, (626) 859-5269, or visit 
www.charteroakhospital.com.

Free ESL and Citizenship 
Classes

When:  Monday through Thurs-
day, 9 to 11 a.m.; or Monday 
through Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m.

Where:  2100 Lerona Avenue, 
Rowland Heights

Details:  Rowland Adult & 
Community Education is now of-
fering free English as a Second 
Language and Citizenship cours-
es to adult students this summer 
due to a grant received from the 
Majestic Reality Foundation in 
the City of Industry.

Contact:  Call (626) 965-5975, 
or visit http://race.rowland.k12.
ca.us.

WEEKLY EVENTS:
Bookstore Blowout
Where: Twice Sold Tale Book-

store located at the Walnut Li-
brary, La Puente Road, Walnut 
CA 91789

When: Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, Thursdays from 1 p.m. to 
8 p.m., Fridays from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and Saturdays 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Details: All books and media: 
Any four items for $1 ($1 mini-
mum purchase).

Contact: (909) 595-0757 or 
email the.walnut.library@mac.
com.

Resources for the Class-
room Days at  Basical ly 
BOOKS

When: Second Tuesday of 
every month.

Where: Basically BOOKS 
locations: at 23447 Golden 
Springs Road, Diamond Bar 
and at the Diamond Bar Library: 
21800 Copley Drive, Diamond 
Bar.

Details: Books and education 
videos will be offered at special 
discounts for teachers at all lev-
els. Teachers can sign up at ei-
ther Basically BOOKS locations 
or email BasicallyBOOKS@aol.

com to join these special teacher 
appreciation afternoons.

Free Acupuncture for Vet-
erans, Active Military, First 
Responders

When: Every Tuesday at 5 
p.m.

Where: 12598 Central Avenue, 
Unit 113, Chino, CA 91710.

Cost: Free
Contact: (909) 590-4183 or 

www.healingcirclecommunitya-
cupuncture.com

Jack Newe’s Farmers Market 
sponsored by SGV Regional 
Chamber of Commerce

When: Every Saturday from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Where: Mt. San Antonio Col-
lege Campus, Parking Lot B, 
1100 N. Grand Avenue, Walnut 
CA 91789

Cost: Free Admission/Park-
ing 

Features: Seasonal organic 
produce, breads and cakes, 
olive oils, cheese and spreads, 
a variety of nursery plants, hand-
crafted items and jewelry, fresh-
popped Kettle Corn and grilled 
food plates.

Contact: (909) 869-0701
DB Community Garden 

Space
When:  Ongoing; daylight 

hours.
Where:  United Church of 

Christ, 2335 S. Diamond Bar 
Blvd., Diamond Bar

Details:  The Diamond Bar 
United Church of Christ is pro-
gressing on their Community 
Garden space, located behind 
the church.  Residents interested 
in developing their own garden 
space, or helping with this proj-
ect, are encouraged to visit the 
Labyrinth on the hilltop.  This 
is also a wonderful location for 
reflection, and enjoying some 
peaceful moments in your day.

Contact:  Susanne Potter, 
(909) 861-4735, or visit www.
diamondbarucc.org.

Did You Know?
Human Trafficking is a $150 

billion industry that forces ap-
proximately 20.9 million people 
to live in modern day slavery, 
many of whom are being held 
captive in Southern California, 
with Los Angeles County being 
a hot spot. 

L.A. County Board of Supervi-
sors Chairman, Don Knabe, re-
cently stated that L.A. County has 
partnered with the Polaris Project, 
the Coalition Against Slavery and 
Trafficking, and Clear Channel 
Outdoors to launch a new aware-
ness campaign about the horrors 
of human trafficking.  Clear Chan-
nel has donated 65 billboards and 
bus shelters around the County 
to help carry the anti-trafficking 
message.

Says Knabe, “We simply can-
not do it alone.  We need the help 
of community-based organiza-
tions and the private sector to 
help get the message out to the 
public.  I encourage all Los Ange-
les County residents to learn to 
recognize the signs of human traf-
ficking and do their part to report 
and combat this awful crime.” 

Polaris – a leader in the global 

fight to eradicate modern slavery 
– says there are red flags that 
may help identify someone who 
is living in this horror.  If you 
suspect that someone is being 
held against their will, and see 
any of these indicators, contact 
the National Human Trafficking 
Resource Center Hotline at (888) 
373-7888, or text information to 
BeFree (233733).

Signs of Human Trafficking
The individual in question:
• Is not free to leave or come 

and go as he/she wishes
• Is under 18 and is providing 

commercial sex acts
• Works excessively long and/

or unusual hours
• Owes a large debt and is un-

able to pay it off

• Is fearful, anxious, depressed, 
submissive, tense or paranoid

• Exhibits unusually fearful 
behavior after bringing up law 
enforcement

• Avoids eye contact
• Lacks health care
• Appears malnourished
• Shows signs of physical 

abuse, restraint, confinement or 
torture

• Has few or no personal pos-
sessions

• Is not in control of his/her 
own money, identification or 
passport

• Is unable to clarify a resi-
dence or address, or is unsure 
of their whereabouts

To learn more, visit www.polar-
isproject.org.
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Walnut Hills Village
Merchant Directory
(area code is 909)

$1 Drinks.................................................. 869-8632
20/20 Vision Optometry............................ 468-9622
4G Verizon Wireless................................. 595-9109
50% Cleaners........................................... 444-1111
Allstate Insurance..................................... 468-1495
Art Nails.................................................... 594-5080
Asian Kitchen Express.............................. 345-8587
Bin Bin Konjac.......................................... 594-2832
Burger King............................................... 468-3672
Clearwater Bagels.................................... 598-4332
Dollar Tree................................................ 468-4850
East West Bank........................................ 869-7232
Electric Beach Tanning............................. 839-1992
GNC Vitamins........................................... 869-7272
International School of Montessori........... 594-8172
Baby Elephant Thai Cuisine..................... 595-3034
MJ Café & Teahouse................................ 612-7480
Max Loan Center...................................... 702-8889
Newen’s Beauty Salon............................. 598-8394
Re/Max Good Life Realty......................... 598-5151
Royal Florist.............................................. 718-0688
Sake Sushi............................................... 594-5221
School Connection................................... 594-1873
Skyline Dental / Harvey Chen, DDS......... 595-1800
Smoke Town.............................................468-5816
Stater Bros................................................ 598-6534
The UPS Store......................................... 444-1303
US Taekwondo.......................................... 595-9222
Vapor Junkies........................................... 595-0255
Wags to Whiskers..................................... 594-4092
Yummy House.......................................... 468-4991

For further info 
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Alliance from page 1

Strategic Alliance: Free Networking

is the perfect solution…and it’s 
FREE!

Strategic Alliance is a non-profit 
company dedicated to providing 
businesses the opportunity to 
align synergistically by creating 
an environment conducive to busi-
ness development.  They were 
founded in 1997 for the purpose 
of generating quality business 
opportunities.  By creating an al-
liance of ethics-driven business 
professionals who are dedicated 
to generating business, the level 
of customer service increases, 
creating better results.

Members meet each week to 
exchange information, ideas and 
referrals.  Over time, these rela-

tionships – which are built on trust 
and mutual respect – generate 
business opportunities.  Strategic 
Alliance is unique in the fact that 
they are free, have a proven track 
record with 13 years in business, 
and their meetings are fun (no 
one wants to sit through a bor-
ing meeting).  Similar networking 
groups often charge for this type 
of service.  One of the reasons 
Strategic Alliance works so well is 
that there is only one of each type 
of business within the member-
ship; this way, you receive all the 
referrals from the group for your 
field of expertise.

The group meets every Thurs-
day morning, 7 a.m., at the Holiday 
Inn (21725 Gateway Center Drive, 
off Golden Springs), in Diamond 
Bar.  Membership for the group is 

free, but everyone is encouraged 
to purchase breakfast to reserve 
the room at the Holiday Inn each 
week.  Guests are invited to en-
joy a free breakfast at their first 
meeting to see if they are a good 
match for the group.  There are ap-
proximately 20 members at every 
meeting, which in turn generates 
hundreds of referrals every year, 
and creates tens of thousands of 
dollars in business.

Strategic Alliance covers Brea, 
Chino, Chino Hills, City of Industry, 
Claremont, Covina, Diamond Bar, 
Fullerton, Glendora, La Habra, 
La Puente, La Verne, Montclair, 
Ontario, Pomona, Rancho Cu-
camonga, Rowland Heights, San 
Dimas, Upland, Walnut, and West 
Covina.  They are now recruiting 
members in a variety of business 

Reduce Monthly Maintenance
Costs by Converting to

Native Plants and Synthetic Lawns 

OC from page 1

Newport Beach fugitive pleads guilty in $13M scheme

a scheme that raised nearly $13 
million from investors around the 
country in the late 1990s.

According to the United States 
Attorney’s Office, James Eber-
hart, 73, pleaded guilty to two 
counts of mail fraud before Unit-
ed States District Judge, Cormac 
J. Carney. Eberhart has been in 
custody since he was arrested in 
Malaysia in 2012 after living as 
a fugitive abroad for more than 
12 years.  

Eberhart and his co-schemer, 
Eugene M. Carriere, operated a 
fraudulent Newport Beach com-
pany that used dozens of “boiler 
room” telemarketing firms and an 
unwitting celebrity spokesman 

- the late Tom Bosley - to raise in-
vestor funds. YES Entertainment 
Network, Inc. raised nearly $13 
million from victims who were 
falsely told that the company was 
creating an 18-channel, multi-
media, family-oriented enter-
tainment website and that YES 
would generate profits through 
the sale of advertising on the 
website. Eberhart and Carriere 
told investors that the company 
planned an initial public offering 
of its stock for the fall of 1999, 
which would potentially make 
early investments worth millions 
of dollars. Eberhart and Car-
riere used only 1 percent of the 
investors’ fund to build the YES 
website, and that was little more 
than a façade to reassure inves-
tors. Approximately 45 percent of 

the funds were used to pay sales 
commissions to the telemarket-
ers. Most of the rest of the money 
was wired to bank accounts in 
Hong Kong and Singapore in the 
names of offshore corporations, 
all of which Eberhart had formed 
with the help of an attorney.

In November 1999, while 
Eberhart was under investiga-
tion by the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission for an 
earlier investment fraud scheme, 
and shortly after FBI agents 
had executed search warrants 
at the offices of telemarketing 
companies affiliated with YES, 
Eberhart, Carriere, and another 
employee destroyed company 
documents and fled the country.  
Eberhart remained a fugitive until 
May 2012, when the FBI Legal 

Mandarin from page 1

Delicious, authentic cuisine at Mandarin Taste 

of Diamond Bar for more than 27 
years, Mandarin Taste provides 
a family-friendly atmosphere that 
keeps customers coming back 
again and again.

“We are like a family res-
taurant,” says manager, Chi 
Young, when describing how 
their customers feel when visiting.  
“People are always smiling here,” 
he adds.

Mandarin Taste has thrived 

because they take pride in their 
recipes, and work hard to bring 
you authentic Chinese cuisine.  
They specialize in Peking Duck, 
and the Ginger Lobster served at 
Sunday Brunch is a delicacy you’ll 
return for.  Mandarin Taste is well 
known for their Wonton Soup, and 
customer favorites are the Crispy 
Shrimp, Walnut Shrimp, and the 
Fried Dumplings.

The Champagne Sunday 
Brunch is very popular, and 
features a variety of delectable 
dishes in an all-you-can-eat buffet 

presentation.  The champagne is 
all-you-can-drink, too! 

The Mandarin Taste owners 
and staff want everyone who 
comes to their establishment to 
relax and enjoy themselves over 
the delicious food in their pleas-
ant ambiance.  If you don’t have 
time to linger, you can call in a 
delicious order to go.  

For more information, call Man-
darin Taste at (909) 861-1819, 
or just stop by their location at 
23391 E. Golden Springs Drive, 
in Diamond Bar.

IE from page 1

SBSD Arrest 2 In Prostitution Enforcement Op

ed to rescue female victims from 
a life of forced prostitution.

According to the SBSD, this 

particular operation resulted in 
nine arrests for prostitution re-
lated offenses, including human 
trafficking and the recovery of a 
juvenile victim.

The SBSD arrested suspect 

Darren Reliford, 19, of Apple Val-
ley, in the 5300 block of Holt Blvd. 
in Montclair for human trafficking; 
along with Adrian Sanders, 19, of 
Washington, who was arrested for 
pimping.

Chino Alerts Of Jury Duty Scam
Staff Reports

Chino – The Chino Police 
Department is warning citizens 
about a Jury Duty Scam that has 
brought about a recent increase in 
calls from victims and concerned 

citizens who have been targeted 
by a telephone swindle.

Scammers are contacting vic-
tims by phone, claiming that they 
are from the San Bernardino 
County Court.  They are telling 
victims that they have missed jury 

duty and a warrant has been is-
sued. They are then told that they 
can clear the warrant if they pay 
a fine – usually in the amount of 
$495 – by sending a money order. 
Most of the victims being targeted 
are Senior Citizens.

genres  
Contact Strategic Alliance to-

day, and begin marketing your 
business and generating more 
income in an effective new way.  
President, Johnny Hudson, under-
stands that business by referral is 

the best possible way to grow your 
business and make more money. 
Call him at (909) 268-9470, email 
him at BasicTrainingMembers@
yahoo.com, or visit www.stra-
tegicnetworking.org for more 
information.

Attaché in Kuala Lumpur, acting 
on a tip that Eberhart was resid-
ing in Malaysia, coordinated with 
Malysian authorities to arrest 
him. Malaysia deported Eberhart 
to the United States because his 
U.S. passport had expired. At the 
time of his arrest, Eberhart was 
living on a custom-built, 58-foot 
yacht.

Eberhart faces up to ten years 
in custody when he is sentenced 
by Judge Carney on December 
8.  

Carriere was a fugitive for six 
years before being arrested in 
Thailand in April 2005. Carriere 
pleaded guilty in 2007 to two 
counts of mail fraud and was 
sentenced to three years in fed-
eral prison and ordered to pay 
$12,838,045 in restitution.

“Today’s announcement deliv-
ers justice to many victims who 
waited years while Mr. Eber-
hart remained a fugitive, living 
life abroad after stealing their 
money,” said Bill Lewis, the As-
sistant Director in Charge of the 
FBI’s Los Angeles Field Office. 
“This case, which culminated in 
Mr. Eberhart’s arrest overseas 
more than a decade after he was 
charged, is a perfect example of 
the global and persistent arm of 
the law.”

In addition to Eberhart and 
Carriere, five other defendants 
– including the owners of tele-
marketing operations used by 
YES – were indicted, pleaded 
guilty, and were sentenced to as 
much as 142 months in federal 
prison.

Citizens are urged to not pro-
vide any personal information or 
send money to anyone attempting 
to collect fees over the phone. Also 
make sure to ask specific ques-
tions as to the identity of the caller 
anytime someone tries to solicit 

information or money from you. 
The County does not use this 

process for dealing with jury duty 
summons.

If you think you have been the 
victim of a scam, please report it to 
your local police department.
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“Great place and great value!”
“After a very late night we totally needed a good 

rest. The hotel was excellent, our 
room was awesome, and we had 
a great stay! We will be doing 
more travelling this summer and 
will definitely look to Comfort 
Suites in La Puente first!”

What customers are saying:

Call Eddie

Like us on 
Facebook!

facebook.com/
TheWeeklyNews

Exp. 10/31/14 Exp. 10/31/14 Exp. 10/31/14
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Council from page 1

Walnut Council recap

Mt. San Antonio College’s pro-
posed parking structure, as well 
as a proclamation for this year’s 
Community Heroes.

After the invocation, Mayor 
Nancy Tragarz and the other 
council members congratulated 
Lou and Joanie Simonelli, and 
named them “Walnut Community 
Heroes” for their extensive volun-
teer work for Walnut High School 
and throughout the community.

“Lou and Joanie Simonelli are 
well known in the Walnut com-
munity as dedicated volunteers,” 
Tragarz said.

Tragarz also said the Sim-
onellis were chosen after more 
than130 Walnut High School 
students signed a petition to 
have them named this year’s 
community heroes- showing that 
their years of work continues to 
touch the lives of many.

Council Member, Tony Carta-
gena, thanked them for all their 
civic work over the years and 
said the Simonelli’s volunteerism 
is what makes Walnut great.

Following the proclamation, 
the City opened its public com-
ment section and was once 
again met with concerns about 
Mt. San Antonio College’s pro-
posed parking structure and con-
cerns with Michael Montgomery 
being a less than affective City 
Attorney.

The council then went on to 
approve the City Council and 
Housing Authority minutes for 
the Aug. 27 meeting before dis-
cussing one of the items on the 
council’s consent calendar.

Tragarz pul led Resolu-
tion No. 14-48 for claims and 
demands in the amount of 
$923,023.81, citing that part of 
the payment to Montgomery 
was worded incorrectly and 
therefore should not be ap-

proved. Her motion failed and 
the item was approved for its 
entire amount.

The council then approved 
two additional consent calen-
dar items to support the “War 
on Child Sex Trafficking” leg-
islation, and the appointment 
of five individuals to the Youth 
Advisory Commission.

The council also approved 
all of its items concerning 
the claims and demands for 
the Successor Agency, in the 
amount of $3,000, adopting the 
Recognized Obligation Pay-
ment schedule for the period 
of Jan. 1, 2015 to June 30, 
2015, and an approval for the 
administrative budget for the 
Walnut Improvement Agency 
for January to June 2015.

The City Council then ad-
journed with plans to meet at 7 
p.m., Oct. 8, at the City Council 
chambers at 21201 La Puente 
Road.

Walnut Family Festival
Staff Reports

Walnut – Mark your calen-
dars, because the popular City 
of Walnut Family Festival is 
coming to town on Sat., Oct 11.  
This is definitely an event not to 
be missed.

The Festival highlights a vari-
ety of businesses, service clubs, 
youth organizations, art, prod-
ucts and technology, all aimed 
at improving the quality of living 

in the City of Walnut.  Part of the 
fun includes an Arts & Crafts Al-
ley, Business Expo, Community 
Awareness booths, and a special 
Food Court featuring samples of 
cuisine from around the world.

Schedule of Events
• 8 to 10 a.m. – Pancake Break-

fast at Suzanne Park (sponsored 
by the Lions Club)

• 10 a.m. to Noon – Parade 
along La Puente Road from Lem-
on Avenue to Suzanne Road

• 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. – Kid’s 
Kamp at Suzanne Park

• 11:30 a.m. to Noon – Opening 
Ceremonies at Suzanne Park

• Noon to 6 p.m. – Entertain-
ment at Suzanne Park

If you would like to participate 
as a vendor for products or ser-
vices, or show your Walnut pride 
in the parade, applications and 
additional information are avail-
able online at the City of Walnut’s 
website at http://ci.walnut.ca.us.

Add some 

C O L O R 
to your business

 Advertise With US! (909) 464-1200
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Over 25 years
in Walnut

Lujan family owned

Mercury C.A.R.S. Shop
Rental Cars

All Insurance Claims Welcome!

Preferred Collision Repair for
Diamond Honda of Puente Hills

Free Pickup & Delivery

2 4  H R  T o w i n g

909.595.9448
www.CalCoachAuto.com

l i m i t e d  l i f e t i m e  w a r r a n t y

Coll is ion Repair

Emergency Roadside Assistance AND TOWING

Monday-Friday
8:00 am-6:00 pm

Saturday
9:00 am-noon

22064 Valley Blvd.
Walnut, CA 91789-1407

Corner of Nogales and Amar next to Papa Johns

Dog from page 1

Chino Hills gets a dog park

with a budget of approximately 
$42,000 to bring this park to 
life.  

“The construction should take 
approximately four to six months, 
depending on the processes with 
the City,” said Mitchell.  “We will 
start clearing and cleaning up 
the land right away, and then 
there will be the site review and 
the environmental review.  The 
land is already zoned for com-
mercial/recreational purposes, 
so the hard part is done.”

Mitchell says that the design 

will be very straightforward and 
simplistic.  The park will be di-
vided into two areas, for large 
and small dogs, and will include 
a safety release gate with two 
openings, iron rod fencing, grass 
areas (irrigated with reclaimed 
water), and regular drinking water 
for the dogs and their humans.

“We may even invite some 
student involvement with archi-
tectural designs from Cal Poly, 
and choose from one of their 
ideas,” says Mitchell.

One of the most time consum-
ing parts of construction will be 
the parking facilities and making 
sure they are in compliance with 

City standards.
Mitchell said that they have 

waited two years for this project 
to come to fruition, and everyone 
is really excited about it.

“The Kramer family has really 
stepped up and they have been 
so gracious.  They are great 
animal advocates and are really 
excited about the project.  And 
the best part, they will be able to 
name the park after their parents, 
Jack and Gloria Kramer, who 
have passed away.”

Chino Hills dog lovers, get 
ready for the “Jack and Gloria 
Kramer Dog Park,” coming in 
2015.

Murder from page 1

Suspect arrested for attempted murder

were transported to a hospital 
with multiple stab wounds and 

are expected to survive. Hernan-
dez was also transported to the 
hospital with minor self-inflicted 
wounds and has been arrested 
for attempted murder. He has a 
history of mental health issues 

and drug use. 
This is an ongoing investiga-

tion, anyone with information 
is asked to contact the Chino 
Police Department at (909) 
628-1234.
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By Pastor Mark Hopper

We are continuing our one year 
journey through the Bible at our 
church on Sun-
day mornings.

I have en-
joyed studying 
and teaching 
a b o u t  e a c h 
book along with 
the other pastors at our church.

There are five poetical books in 
the Old Testament: Job, Psalms, 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the 

Song of Solomon.  
You are probably familiar with 

some of these books.  Many people 
turn to the Psalms to find help and 
hope in times of difficulties.  Psalm 
23 is one of the best known writings 
in the world, as David wrote, “The 
Lord is my shepherd.”

The book of Job records the 
suffering and tragedy experienced 
by a remarkable man named Job.  
Proverbs is filled with helpful les-
sons and insights for daily living.  
And, Ecclesiastes records King 
Solomon’s interesting perspective 
on work, family, life and death.

The one poetical book that peo-

ple are probably most unfamiliar 
with is the Song of Songs, or also 
known as the Song of Solomon.  
This is the story of King Solomon’s 
love for a beautiful young woman.  
It contains some remarkable de-
scriptions of their courtship and 
marriage.  The author uses vivid 
word pictures to describe their 
romantic relationship.  They were 
lost in love.

But the book also includes 
some of the problems and difficul-
ties that the King and his new bride 
experienced.  There were seasons 
where indifference and selfish-
ness began to take root in their 

The Lovely Country of Ecuador
By Nancy Stoops

Every year I go on a spiritual 
journey.  As a psychotherapist I 
give all of me, 
and this is my 
way of filling 
my mind, body 
and spirit back 
up.  This year, 
I decided to go 
to Ecuador and the Galapagos 
Islands and I’m so very glad I did.  
I must start by telling you how 
wonderful and warm the people 
of Ecuador are.  My guide, Chris, 
couldn’t do enough for me.  She 
was fabulous and I know some-

day I will see her again.
	 I was fascinated when 

I was taken to the middle of the 
earth, which is about an hour out 
of Quito.  I stood with one foot in 
the north equator and one foot in 
the south equator, and heard a 
wonderful talk when I was there.  
I was then taken to the community 
of Otavalo, where many Shamans 
and Curanderos live.  I received 
a cleansing and a blessing from 
this wonderful woman that has 
worked as a Curandero for years.  
She and her husband are pretty 
well known for their work.   

	 I also had the opportunity 
to take a yacht to the Galapagos 

Islands.  There were six other 
passengers besides myself.  How 
do I begin to describe all that 
I saw?  I was on this yacht for 
almost a week and each day we 
would travel to a new island for 
hiking and snorkeling.  I have 
never seen so many sea lions in 
my life.  I was fascinated by them 
and got as close as I could with-
out touching them (it is against 
the law to touch the wildlife or to 
take anything out of the Galapa-
gos Islands).

	D uring the next few 
weeks I will continue writing about 
my journey.  One thing I can say 
with certainty:  everyone should 

By Danice Akiyoshi, N.D.

Dear Dr. Akiyoshi:
I notice that I don’t love people 

like I used to.  
I used to be 
helpful and car-
ing to my fam-
ily and friends.  
I feel tired of 
c lean ing  up 
their messes, 
because they just make them 
again and again.  What’s hap-
pening to me?  I feel disgusted 
with people.

-S. P.

Dear S. P.:
Let me guess…you’ve helped 

people solve the same problem 
over and over again and it doesn’t 
stay solved?  Or you invest your 
time and resources to help those 
who make poor decisions, and 
they call you repeatedly for help, 
right?    My guess is that you are 
suffering from compassion ex-
haustion.  You need a break from 
being on duty.  If you start spend-
ing time with people who function 
in a successful and efficient way, 
your feelings of love and concern 
will probably return.  If that’s not 

the case, consider speaking with a 
professional coach or counselor.

-Be well,
 Danice Akiyoshi, N.D.

Danice Akiyoshi is a Naturo-
pathic Doctor and the head of 
Candid Coaching Service. She 
offers personal coaching services 
relating to all types of issues and 
concerns. This is a letter she 
received from an anonymous 
reader. To send a question to 
Danice, email her at straighttalk@
candidcoachingservices.com. You 
can also visit her website at www.
candidcoachingservices.com.

Diamond Bar freeway projects a go
Freeway from page 1

interchange at SR-60 in Po-
mona, increase the capacity at 
the Grand Avenue Interchange, 
improve traffic operation on the 
freeway mainline, reduce traffic 
weaving and increase weaving 
distance, and improve safety.

David Liu, Public Works Di-
rector for the City, said the 
application process was an 
incredibly competitive process.  
This is the sixth year of the grant 
program, and the City’s second 
try in pursuing this grant. $600 
million in grant dollars were ap-
propriated in the current grant 
cycle.  72 projects were selected 
from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, with grants 
awarded from applications in 

49 states.  Liu added that the 
award validates the project as 
a national priority. 

The grant will be matched 
with $4.5 million in Los Angeles 
County MTA funds, $10.6 mil-
lion in City of Industry funds, 
and $9.4 million in federal funds 
- for a total of $34.5 million - to 
be used for the ongoing project. 
The funds will be used to imple-
ment the first three phases of 
the project to accelerate the 
congestion relief, starting in 
early 2016.

“The folks that travel that ev-
ery day probably would attest 
to the fact that it is the seventh 
most congested interchange in 
the United States,” said Mayor 
Pro Tem Steve Tye.  “It will get 
worse before it gets better, but 
now we know that the funding is 

there and it’s on the horizon to 
get better.” 

Along with this confluence 
comes the agreement between 
Diamond Bar and the City of In-
dustry to move ahead with new 
interchange on the 60 Freeway, 
at Lemon Avenue, helping to 
alleviate the traffic on Brea Can-
yon Road.  The interchange will 
include a westbound on-ramp, 
eastbound on-ramp, and an 
eastbound off-ramp.  

This Lemon Interchange con-
struction project will match Dia-
mond Bar’s Metro Prop C funds 
in the amount of $405,430, with 
$80,725 from the City of Indus-
try, and $1,751,045 in federal 
right-of-way funds.  The right-
of-way phase should begin in 
June of 2015, with completion 
scheduled for January 2017.

relationship.  There were times 
when they did not communicate 
effectively.

These same problems can 
weaken married couples today.  
Couples that are engaged or 
newly wed are lost in love.  But, 
they can not foresee that there 
will be challenges and difficulties 
in the future.  

Marriage is more than love and 
romance.  Marriage also involves 
a commitment between a husband 
and wife to stick together through 
the good times and the bad.  

If you have not read the Song 
of Solomon before, let me encour-

age you to dust off your Bible, 
use the table of contents and find 
this short book in the middle of 
the Old Testament.  You may not 
understand all of the imagery and 
figures of speech, but I think you 
will be surprised at how the Bible 
tastefully addresses romance 
and marriage.  You, too, may find 
yourself “Lost in Love.”

Pastor Mark Hopper is from the 
Evangelical Free Church of Dia-
mond Bar, 3255 South Diamond 
Bar Ave. Sunday services are 9 
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. For more 
information, call (909) 594-7604 
or visit www.efreedb.org.

go visit these spectacular Islands 
and be forever changed!

This article was written by 
Nancy stoops, M.A., M.F.T. Nancy 
is a licensed Marriage and Family 
Therapist with a private practice 
in Diamond Bar, and is currently 
accepting new clients. Nancy also 

runs free family support groups, 
anger management groups, and 
special groups for seniors and 
teens. She is also available for 
motivational speaking engage-
ments. For more information on 
any of these services, contact 
Nancy at (909) 229-0727.

Place an ad in The Weekly  News 
(909) 464-1200
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By Kelli Gile

Walnut - The Walnut Valley 
Unified Board of Trustees recog-
nized the Vejar Elementary Su-
per Star Student and Community 
Partners on Sept. 17.

“Andrew Osorio was selected 
as our Super Star Student for his 
bravery, his hard work, and his 
positive attitude that exemplified 
not just the Vejar Values, but a 
strong human spirit,” said Princi-
pal Jennifer De Anda during the 
Board Meeting.

During the presentation, she 
showed slides from a visit with 
Andrew at the Children’s Hos-
pital of Los Angeles earlier this 
month. Andrew had been on a 

Vejar Elementary Star Student and Community Partners Honored
transplant list due to a congenital 
heart problem.

 “I had the honor of presenting 
him with Super Star recognition,” 
De Anda said.

 She then recalled some 
memories of the special Vejar 
student.

 “There were times when An-
drew would come into the office 
due to his condition because he 
couldn’t participate in physical 
education,” De Anda explained.  
“And so during that time he 
would come in and rest.  When 
other students came in because 
they were injured or weren’t feel-
ing well, Andrew would console 
them, he would joke with them, 
and read them stories. He was 

very sweet and caring,” she 
said.

 Andrew sadly passed away 
on September 3.

 De Anda shared that Andrew’s 
unending smile and his brave 
“thumbs up” were inspirational 
to the Vejar community.

 Last spring, teacher Jamie 
Highstreet, Office Manager Ya-
dira Gostel, student leaders, 
and the community club rallied 
around Andrew to help raise 
money for his medical expenses.  
Kelli Gile, Public Information 
Liaison, and Rich Irwin, San 
Gabriel Valley Tribune reporter, 
received the Partner in Educa-
tion Award for their help with the 
fundraiser.

 “Thanks to them, our Have 
a Heart campaign made the 
newspapers and brought in even 
more money,” the Vejar principal 
explained. “They both went out 
of their way to publicize our fund-
raiser to help Andrew’s family. 
They spoke with him and with 
the family with the kindness and 
empathy that helped them feel at 
ease,” she said.

 As a result, the school was 
able to give the family nearly 
$3,000 from the Walnut com-
munity.

 The Osorio family has invited 
students, staff, and community 
members to share their favorite 
memories of Andrew at www.
AndrewOsorio.Foundation.

Collegewood Celebrates Creativity
By Kelli Gile

Walnut - Everybody loves a 
parade! Hundreds of parents 
lined up to watch a kaleidoscope 
of colors and designs during the 
Collegewood Elementary Dot Day 
Parade on Sept. 18.

 Students brought in boxes, 
paper and supplies from home and 
then let their creative juices flow.  

One group stretched their imagi-
nations making puppies from 
simple cardboard boxes. Another 
group of youngsters decorated a 
fluffy arctic polar bear float.

 “It was 100% on their own,” 
2nd Grade teacher, Diane Zell, 

explained. 
Students were encouraged to 

make their mark using critical think-
ing and collaboration.  Classes 
marched through the campus 
showing off creative floats banners, 
displays, posters, and decorated 
boxes.

 One clever 5th Grader carried a 
bright blue bird painted on a square 
box complete with feathers and 
golden wings. Another artsy group 
designed and built a 5-foot long 
horse covered in black tissue paper 
and tape, with a mane of black felt 
and red felt bridle.

 A group of fourth graders in 
Scott Jones’ class proudly wheeled 

a white block-shaped Minecraft 
wolf float made from cardboard 
boxes, tape, and paint.  Tran-
sitional kindergarten students 
wore adorable decorated crepe 
paper hats. Second grade groups 
marched through with a Tinkerbell 
float and a time machine. 

The idea for the creativity pa-
rade began with a letter written to 
the principal by 3rd Grader, Sophia 
Hill.  She asked her principal for a 
reward if the class filled its gold coin 
incentive jar. Collectively students 
earn gold coins for demonstrating 
ways they exceed expectations 
with the 4Rs: Ready-to-Learn, 
Responsibility, Resourcefulness, 

Andrew Osorio – giving his trademark 
“thumbs-up” during a summertime 
visit to the school - was named the 
Super Star Student at Vejar Elemen-
tary and was honored during the Sep-
tember 19 board meeting. The 8-year 
old sadly passed away on Sept. 3 due 
to a congenital heart condition.  

and Respectfulness.
 “I thought it would be fun to 

have a parade with floats and invite 
the president!” the courageous 8-
year old said.

 When Principal Joan Perez 
gave the green light for a school-
wide parade, the 3rd Grader wrote 
a letter to President Obama.   But, 
because he was busy running the 
country, our Superintendent, Dr. 
Robert Taylor, rode through the pa-
rade as the official Grand Marshall.  
Watch out, Rose Parade!

 “When our students learned 
of Sophia’s idea, they were so 
excited!  They were inspired to in-
novate and create parade floats all 

while practicing our 4Rs.  Our en-
tire school community was amazed 
how rigorous and relevant the 
entire process was.  I can’t think of 
a better way to model for students 
that hard work and determination 
yields great rewards!” Perez said.

 Perez combined the school pa-
rade with the international Dot Day, 
an event that celebrates courage, 
creativity, courage, and collabora-
tion. And it all begins with a dot.

 “The Dot is the story of a caring 
teacher who fosters students to 
trust in their abilities to be creative 
and being brave enough to make 
their mark in the world,” Perez 
added.

PUSD Celebrates 2014-15 Teacher of the Year
By Juliette Funes

Pomona - The Pomona Uni-
fied School District has recog-
nized Madison Elementary School 
teacher, Monica Whisenhunt, as 
the 2014-15 Teacher of the Year 
for PUSD.

 Whisenhunt - who has taught 
Grades 3 to 6 throughout her 12-
year teaching career at Madison 
Elementary – was honored for the 
achievement at the Los Angeles 
County Teachers of the Year An-
nouncement and Awards Luncheon 
on Fri., Sept. 19.

 “Monica grew up surrounded by 
educators, following in her mother’s 
footsteps, so it’s no surprise that 
she has come to be one of the best 

teachers we have in the District,” 
said Board of Education President, 
Frank Guzman. “I want to congratu-
late Monica for the excellent work 
she has done to make a difference 
in the lives of our students in the 
Pomona Unified community.”

 	 Whisenhunt was nominat-
ed by her colleagues at the school 
and other teachers in the District. 
She was selected for the accolade 
by the Associated Pomona Teach-
ers and the Pomona Unified School 
District.

 “While I’m surprised that I was 
selected out of the hundreds of 
talented teachers we have in the 
district, it’s really nice to be ac-
knowledged and recognized for 
working hard and being a dedicated 

teacher to my students,” Whisen-
hunt said.

 Whisenhunt said she was in-
spired to become an educator after 
seeing her mother, a teacher at a 
continuation school, get stopped 
by former students to express their 
gratitude for what a positive influ-
ence she had been in their lives.

 “It was obvious that my mother 
had made an impact on their lives 
through her kindness and dedica-
tion as a teacher,” she said. “Grow-
ing up with teachers, I would see 
the constant sacrifice and endless 
hard work they did to ensure suc-
cess for their students.”

 Last year, Whisenhunt part-
nered with Cambridge Education 
and immersed herself in the Com-
mon Core and best practices, and 
has served on several committees 

to learn and prepare for the chang-
ing dynamics of education.

“Although being a teacher has 
many challenges, I believe in my 
students’ potential, and it is always 
my goal to provide learning op-
portunities that will motivate and 
encourage them to be high achiev-
ers,” Whisenhunt continued.

 In addition to her teaching 
responsibilities, Whisenhunt also 
serves as an executive board 
member with APT.

 “Monica is a prime example of 
the committed teachers we have 
at Pomona Unified,” said Super-
intendent Richard Martinez. “Just 
like her mother, I know Monica will 
have a positive influence on her 
students’ lives.”

Photo Courtesy: Juliette Funes

Madison Elementary School teacher, 
Monica Whisenhunt, was named the 
2014-15 Teacher of the Year for PUSD.

New Mt. SAC Child Development Center
By Kelli Gile

Walnut – The New Mt. SAC 
Child Development Center plays a 
dual role in education.  Imagine a 
service that allows people to return 
to school, provides quality childcare, 
and serves as a hands-on training 
facility. That’s exactly what Mt. San 
Antonio College‘s new Child Devel-
opment Center will offer the college 
community’s children, students, and 
families. 

“Moving into a larger, modern facil-
ity allows us serve more children and 
more students,” said Mt. SAC Child 
Development Center Director, Tamika 
Addison, about the new center that 
opened to students last spring and 
open for childcare a month ago. 

The 33,800-square foot, four-
building complex houses child de-
velopment classrooms, labs, obser-
vation spaces, and other required 
facilities to provide quality education 
and childcare for up to 162 children, 
infants to five years of age.

Mt. SAC celebrated the grand 
opening of the Child Development 
Center’s new complex (Building 70) 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony on 
Fri., Sept. 26.  Assemblyman Curt 
Hagman, Senator Bob Huff, and col-
lege administrators were on hand for 
the ceremony.

“Childcare is sometimes the big-
gest barrier for people who want to 
return to college and continue their 
education,” said Addison, who added 
that over 200 families will use the 

childcare services they offer each 
semester.

But the center’s services are much 
more than babysitting or just watch-
ing the children.

“We are concerned with their 
early education as well. We work 
with the whole child,” said Addison. 
“We prepare the children to do well 
later in school in kindergarten and 
elementary school.”

The childcare program at Mt. SAC 
has received national accreditation 
from the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children, which 
serves as the program’s seal of ap-
proval as a quality childcare center. 
Each semester, there is a waiting list 
of about 150 for people who want to 
get their children into the program. 

The center is also one of very 
few childcare centers that offer sub-
sidized programs for families that 
qualify. Between 18 and 25 percent 
of most families’ income is spent 
on childcare. For some families, 
that subsidy, offered through three 
sources including the Department of 
Education, is a lifesaver. A subsidized 
food program offered through the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture is also 
available for children.

In another role, the center also 
serves as a training facility for more 
than 50 child development students 
every semester who serve as assis-
tant teachers and received practical, 
hands-on training.

Once they finish the program, the 
students will fill childcare positions 
with programs like Head Start, and 

will be in demand because of the 
training they have received.

“The childcare field is constantly 
growing, and because of the need for 
trained childcare workers, childcare 
centers and programs like this are in 
demand,” said Addison.

According to Employment Devel-
opment Department statistics, new 
job growth in the area of childcare 
is up 46 percent in California, and 
the childcare field is ranked in the 
top 50 fastest growing job fields in 
the state. 

The grand opening for the complex 
comes more than four years after its 
groundbreaking in June 2010. The 
$18.5-million complex was the first 
of the campus construction projects 
funded under the college’s $353 mil-
lion Measure RR bond.
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