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Arrest In OC 
Transgender 
Homicide

Corona Bank 
Robbery Ends 
In Fatality

Current Resident Or

Staff Reports

Corona – On Wed., Feb. 
4, the Pacific Premier Bank, 
located at 102 E. Sixth 
Street, was involved in a 
robbery with a man, who 
reportedly forced employees 
at gunpoint into the vault 
where he proceeded to rob 
the bank and its employees 
of a large sum of cash.  The 
man threatened to kill the 
employees if they called the 

Staff Reports

Santa Ana – On Wed., Jan. 
28, at approximately 10 p.m., 
the Orange County Coroner’s 
Office notified the Santa Ana 
Police Department of a suspi-
cious death that occurred on 
Thurs., Jan. 22.  The decedent 
was a 40-year old transgender 
woman who died of silicone 

3,371 Like Us!
facebook.com/TheWeeklyNews

see OC Page 8 DB “Through My Lens” Winner

see Lens Page 5

Staff Reports

Diamond Bar – The 2014 
“Through My Lens” photo con-
test turned up a new batch of 
winning photos skillfully captur-
ing moments and sceneries of 
Diamond Bar. 

One photo in every division 
and category was selected as the 

front-runner, and another 17 im-
ages were chosen for honorable 
mention distinction, for a total of 
22 winning entries. 

Top prizes in the youth division 
went to Mikaela Pham, Lynn Lee 
and Garrett Masuda; and the 
winners in the adult division were 
Chuck Wong, David Moreno, 
Alfred Bertulfo, Steve Sustayta, 
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Diamond Bar – Valentine’s Day is upon 
us, and what better way to show your love 
for your sweetheart than a delicious dinner 
at The Whole Enchilada! 

From delicious platters and entrée meals 
to taco bars, The Whole Enchilada offers 

Treat Your Valentine To The 
Whole Enchilada

see Enchilada Page 8

The Whole Enchilada is located at 1114 
S. Diamond Bar Blvd. See their ad on 
page 12 for coupons and information on 
their Valentine’s Day special.

Our Featured Businesses

Staff Reports

SoCal – Advanced Improvements is an 
expert in heating and air conditioning, water 
heating, water filtration, and solar power.  
For over 20 years, they have been providing 
eco-friendly, energy saving home and office 
comfort solutions for Riverside, Orange, San 

Advanced Improvements 
Provides Comfort For Your Home

see Advanced Page 5

Advanced Improvements can be reached 
at (888) 698-8859.

see Toilet Page 8

SGV Toilet Arsonist Caught
Staff Reports

SGV – Suspect, David Lin, 42, 
a local transient man (formerly 
of West Covina), was arrested 
on Tues., Feb. 3 for an unusual 
arson spree taking its toll on re-
tail establishment restrooms in 
and around the City of Rowland 
Heights since December 2014.

Lin, in multiple acts of danger-
ous bravado, allegedly paid visits 

to local restaurants during busi-
ness hours and set fires in toilets, 
using toilet paper, seat covers 
and other flammable materials 
as kindling.

In total, seven fires were set 
in local establishments within 
approximately two months (three 

Walnut  
Council Recap
By Raymond Mendoza

Walnut – Walnut’s City Council 
met for its first regular meeting of 
the month on Feb. 11.  The meet-
ing opened with the commenda-
tion of Los Amigos Restaurant, 
located at 20835 Valley Blvd, as 
the official Winter 2015 Business 
of the Quarter recipient.

Mayor Nancy Tragarz was 
absent from the meeting.

In place of Tragarz delivering 
the congratulatory speech, May-
or Pro Tem, Eric Ching, spoke to 
owner Jose Luis Angel and his 
wife Mayra Angel, commenting 

see Council Page 8

CH Seeks 
Healthy Cities 
Applicants

see Healthy Page 3

Photo Courtesy:  L.A. County Sheriff’s Dept.

David Lin

Staff Reports

Chino Hills – Residents who 
are interested in serving on the 
City of Chino Hills Healthy Steer-
ing Cities Committee (Healthy 
Cities) are invited to complete an 
application for consideration. The 
Council voted recently to accept 
applications so that each mem-
ber may appoint one resident to 
serve on Healthy Cities.

Each council member will 
recommend an individual for 
appointment, which must be af-
firmed by the Council. The term 
of the appointment matches the 
term of the appointing council 

Photo Courtesy:  City of Diamond Bar

Alfred Bertulfo’s beautiful entry of “Diamond Bar Center From Above” won the Grand Prize.
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and Tom Zeller. 
Honorable mentions were pre-

sented to youth entrants Daniel 
Xu, Garrett Masuda, Mikaela 
Pham, Kyle Liu, Aish Rane, and 
Mustafa Arif; and adult entrants 
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By Sarah Sanchez

I married my best friend this past 
June, and I believe I’ve settled into 
the routine of my new married life.  I 
can look back over the last year and 
honestly say that no one prepared 
me and my husband for marriage. 
Even though we took a pre-marital 
course and were given advice from 
family and friends, there are still 
things that no one told us about.

Now don’t get me wrong, I love 
my husband and I love our marriage. 
This is not a complaining session, but 
an informative piece. If I had been 
given this list before the wedding, 
I don’t think I would have been so 
shocked with the changes. So pass 
this along to any engaged or newly 
married couples you may know, and 
you’ll save them a few surprises.

#7 – Communication And Com-
promise Are Key:  Marriage is about 
becoming one unit, and this “all for 
one, one for all” mentality can be a 
little tough to get used to. You will 
be making sacrifices throughout 
your marriage, mainly because it’s 
not just about you anymore; it’s 
all about the “we”. You are a team 
now and you need to constantly 
be on the same page. But if you 
communicate and compromise with 
one another, then both of you can 
be happy with the decisions that 
are made.  

#6 – You Will Become One; But 
So Does Your Bank Account:  If you 
and your spouse put all your money 
into a joint bank account, all of it now 
belongs to both of you and you have 
to learn to budget EVERYTHING. 
This can be tough because budget-
ing your money makes you realize 
how much you need to cut down on 
going out to eat, and how much gro-
ceries and gasoline really cost.  My 
suggestion is to print out a budget 
sheet online, fill it out every month, 
and – oddly enough - actually follow 
it by writing down every expense 
you make every single day. Dave 
Ramsey has an awesome book and 
class you can take that will benefit 
you as well. 

#5 – Men And Women Are Wired 
Differently:  This particular point 
actually became quite clear to us 
after reading a daily devotional 
called, “The Love and Respect 
Experience,” by Dr. Emerson Eg-
gerichs. We learned that men and 
women are very different in almost 
every aspect: emotionally, physi-
cally, sexually, etc. As expressed 
in the book, a way to look at it is 

that women wear pink glasses and 
hearing aids, and men wear blue 
glasses and hearing aids. When 
you are in a disagreement, men 
occasionally need to put on the 
pink glasses and hearing aids, and 
women occasionally have to put on 
the blue glasses and hearing aids, 
in order to understand how the other 
is feeling.  Sometimes it’s just about 
perspective.

#4 -- When You Say ‘I Do’, You 
Marry The Family Too: When you 
get married, it’s a package deal, 
meaning the in-laws come along 
with the spouse. Therefore, it’s 
better to put your differences aside 
and try to be civil with one another.  
A trick my husband and I use is that 
we confront our own families, and 
not our in-laws. For example, if the 
problem is with my side of the family, 
then I will be the one to confront the 
family member. But if the problem is 
with my husband’s side of the family, 
then he will be the one to confront 
the family member. That way, the 
relationships with our in-laws aren’t 
jeopardized with the confrontation. 
The bottom line is to try to find a 
way to keep the peace and don’t 
let the little things bother you. Also, 
remember that every family is differ-
ent, so the way your in-laws act may 
be very different than the way you 
grew up. It’s not wrong, just different; 
keep that in mind.

#3 – Pick Your Battles:  There is a 
difference between a disagreement 
and a fight. From my experience, 
disagreements are more about bick-
ering, while fights are the escalated 
form of a disagreement that usually 
includes some form of yelling at 
each other; perhaps a slammed 
door or two. My advice is to pick 
your battles, otherwise you’ll fight 
about the most ridiculous things. 
Our first fight as a married couple 
was about boxes.  No underlying 
issues.  Just boxes.  Everybody is 
entitled to their opinion, and there 
will be conflicts in your marriage; so 
aim for disagreements, not fights.

Seven Things They Don’t Tell You 
About Marriage
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#2 – Learn to Embrace Your 
Spouse’s Differences:  You have 
to remember that you are two very 
different people who grew up in very 
different homes. There are certain 
habits, flaws, and pet peeves your 
spouse will have that may be very 
different from what you are used 
to.  As long as their habits aren’t 
hurting anyone, life will be much 
easier for you if you learn to accept 
your spouse’s differences instead 
of trying to change them.  You know 
how hard it is to change your own 
behavior, even when you want to.  
The pressure increases significantly 
when someone else wants you to 
change a behavior that you’d rather 
not.  Refer to #3.

#1 – Your Spouse Is Not - And 
Will Never Be - The Same Person 
You Married:  This is the number 
one thing that they don’t tell you 
about marriage. It sounds bad, but 
it doesn’t have to be.  One of the 
most common reasons people get 
divorced is because their spouse is 
“not the same person they married”. 
Every relationship has phases.  For 
example, you start with the person 
you date (on best behavior); then 
comes the person you’re engaged 
to (you still know the person, but 
the façade starts to crack a bit); and 
finally, you end up with the person 
you marry (where, oh where, is 
my fiancé?).  So if you go into the 
marriage knowing there will be 
changes, your expectations will be 
better balanced.   I’ve only been 
married to my husband for eight 
months, and I can honestly say we 
both have already changed since 
the day we got married. I learn new 
things about him every day, even 
with dating him for four years prior. 
He has new dreams, new goals, 
and new personality traits I’ve never 
seen before. He’s noticed the same 
in me, too, and that’s okay, because 
we married each other for who we 
were to become, not the people 
we were at that moment.  You can 
be very different, and still grow to-
gether, which is the goal anyway.   

Marriage is an amazing experi-
ence and I wouldn’t trade it for 
anything. Yes, by the list above, it is 
tough and there is a lot of learning 
you have to do. But once you get 
it down, it’s so wonderful to have 
someone who cares for you, who 
loves you, who supports you, and 
is there by your side through all 
of life’s adventures.  For better or 
worse…”The best is yet to be, come 
marry me.”

Photo Courtesy:  Wikipedia

Antique Valentine’s Day Card

By K.P. Sander

Ah, l’amour!  It’s the stuff that 
makes the world go ‘round, vous 
ne trouvez pas?  St. Valentine 
might have a thing or two to say 
about that.

This Sat., Feb. 14, millions 
of people around the world will 
celebrate Valentine’s Day with 
their sweetheart by way of candy, 
flowers, cards, dinner out – or with 
extravagant gifts of jewelry and 
marriage proposals.  Elementary 
school children still pass out cards 
to their classrooms, making little 
girls think of a secret admirer (and 
little boys think, “Ew!”).

More factually speaking, it all 
began as a church celebration 
centered on early Christian saints 
named Valentinus, and was often 
associated with martyrdom.  Wiki-
pedia states an account of Saint 
Valentine of Rome, who was impris-
oned by Roman Emperor, Claudius 
II, for Christianity.  This particular 
St. Valentine healed Julia, the blind 
daughter of his jailer – according 
to legend - and in a farewell letter 
sent to her before his execution, he 
signed, “Your Valentine.”  The jailer, 
Asterius, and his household of 44 
family members and servants came 
to believe in Jesus because of this 
miracle and were baptized.

Before the greeting card industry 
embellished it to what it is today, St. 
Valentine’s Day was first linked to 
romantic love in 18th century Eng-
land, when courtly love flourished.  
Lovers often expressed their love 
through the presentation of flowers, 
sweets and special cards called, 
valentines – traditions that are com-
mon today.

However you spend your Val-
entine’s Day, remember to tell 
someone that you love them, in 
remembrance of St. Valentine, who 
lost his life for the love of Jesus.

Did You Know?

Photo Courtesy:  Sarah Sanchez
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 
San Gabriel’s First Lunar 

New Year Festival
When:  Sun., Feb. 15; 10 a.m. 

to 6 p.m.
Where:  San Gabriel Mission 

District, 320 S. Mission Drive, 
San Gabriel 91776

Details:  This free commu-
nity event will have food, music, 
dancing, merchants, a beer/wine 
garden, and much more.

Contact:  www.sglunarnew-
year.org

Financial Literacy Course
When: Mon., Feb. 16, 1 to 5 p.m.
Where:  Chino Hills Commu-

nity Center, 14250 Peyton Drive, 
Chino Hills

Details:  The Inland Fair Hous-
ing and Mediation Board (IF-
HMB) is offering a financial liter-
acy course, “Invest in Yourself.” 
The class will provide information 
to help participants learn how to 
understand their cash flow and 
improve how they handle their 
finances. The course is free.

Contact:  Luz Segovia, (909) 
984-2254, x. 118.  

Kids’ Night Out
When:  Feb. 21; Mar. 21; Apr. 

18; May 16; Jun. 20; Jul. 18; 6 
to 9 p.m.

Where:  Chino Youth Museum, 
13191 6th St., Chino

Details:  Participants enjoy 
a fun Saturday evening at the 
Museum while parents enjoy a 
nice evening out.  Art projects, 

games, dinner – all with a caring 
staff.  Ages 4 to 10.  $12 mem-
bers/$15 general.  Pre-registra-
tion is required.

Contact: (909) 334.3270 dur-
ing normal operating hours, 
Wed. – Sun., 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
or visit www.chinoyouthmuseum.
com.

Free Tax Return Services
When:  Feb. 21, 28; Mar. 7, 

14, 21; Apr. 11 – 8 a.m. to Noon
Where:  Ganesha High School, 

1151 Fairplex Drive, Room 12, 
Pomona

Details:  IRS-certified volun-
teer students who have been 
officially trained and tested in 
current tax law will offer free 
tax return preparation services 
to community members during 
eight Saturday sessions.  No 
appointment is necessary; the 
service is available to those 
whose annual income is $53,000 
or less.

Contact:  Jackie Jones, (909) 
397-4400, ext. 30012.

San Gabriel Valley Orchid 
Hobbyists

When:  Thurs., Feb. 19; 7:30 p.m.
Where:  Los Angeles County 

Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin Ave., 
Arcadia

Details:  Learn how to grow 
orchids in Southern California, 
and get a private tour of the 
greenhouses at the Huntington 
Library.

Contact:  www.SGVOH.org
Pomona Inner City Home-

less Ministry Dinner

When:  The 4th Saturday 
monthly:  Feb., 28, Mar. 28

Where:  First Baptist Church 
of Pomona, 601 N. Garey Ave., 
Pomona

Details:  Come help serve the 
homeless and economically dis-
advantaged at monthly dinners.  
Volunteers meet in E202 (2nd 
Floor) at 12 noon for prayer/de-
votion, followed by orientation, 
clothing and hygiene kit distribu-
tion, and instruction for serving 
dinner to the homeless.  Ministry 
ends by 4:30 p.m.

First Friday Food Trucks
When:  Mar. 6; May 1; June 5; 

July 3; Aug. 7; Sept. 11; Oct. 2; 
Nov. 6; Dec. 4

Where:  WVUSD, Parking Lot, 
880 S. Lemon Ave., Walnut

Details:  Enjoy gourmet food, 
great weather and good friends 
while supporting education!  
Truck line-up:  The Slummin’ 
Gourmet; Piaggio; Me So Hun-
gry; Street Food; Bakery Truck.

Chino DairyAire 5K & Fun 
Run

When:  Sat., Mar. 7
Where:  Ruben S. Ayala Park, 

5575 Edison Ave., Chino
Details:  This community event 

helps raise funds for the Chino 
Youth Museum.  Register before 
March 1: 5K $30/Fun Run $10; 
register on or after March 2: 5K 
$35/Fun Run $15.  Pre-register 
today at www.dairyaire5k.race-
wire.com. USATF Certified 5K 
Course.

Diamond Bar Birthday & 

Community Events

Corner of Nogales and Amar next to Papa Johns

Business Showcase
When:  Sat., Apr. 11; 11 a.m. 

to 5 p.m.
Where:  Pantera Park, 738 

Pantera Drive, Diamond Bar
Details:  Be part of the DB 

Birthday Celebration by getting 
a booth at the Business Show-
case.  Over 6,000 attendees!  
Sign up while premium exhibitor 
space is still available.  

Contact:  www.diamondbarca.
gov/bday

REGULAR EVENTS:
Alcohol and Addiction Inter-

vention Information
When: Third Tuesday, month-

ly; 6 p.m.
Where:  Aurora Charter Oak 

Hospital, 1161 E. Covina Blvd., 
Covina

Details:  Free information 
sessions about the intervention 
process, a powerful tool to com-
bat alcoholism and addiction.  
Attendees can expect to learn 
what the intervention process 
consists of, when an intervention 
is appropriate, and what local 
resources are available.  Space 
is limited and reservations are 

recommended.
Contact:  Call (626) 859-5269, 

or visit www.charteroakhospital.
com.

Free Acupuncture for Vet-
erans, Active Military, First 
Responders

When: Every Tuesday at 5 p.m.
Where: 12598 Central Avenue, 

Unit 113, Chino, CA 91710.
Cost: Free
Contact: (909) 590-4183 or 

www.healingcirclecommunitya-
cupuncture.com

Jack Newe’s Farmers Market 
sponsored by SGV Regional 
Chamber of Commerce

When: Every Saturday from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Where: Mt. San Antonio Col-
lege Campus, Parking Lot B, 
1100 N. Grand Avenue, Walnut 
CA 91789

Cost: Free Admission/Parking 
Features: Seasonal organic 

produce, breads and cakes, 
olive oils, cheese and spreads, 
a variety of nursery plants, hand-
crafted items and jewelry, fresh-
popped Kettle Corn and grilled 
food plates.

Contact: (909) 869-0701
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Chino - According to the 
Chino Valley Fire District, Fire-
fighters have responded to two 
residential structure fires since 
Jan. 1 that ignited as a result of 
unattended candles. According 
to the National Fire Protection 
Association, there are approxi-
mately 29 residential structure 
fires reported each day that are 
related to candles, with nearly 
half of those fires occurring 
when some form of combustible 
material was left on or came too 

close to the candle. 
Do not become a statistic, 

use candles safely. Candle fires 
can be very damaging, but they 
are completely preventable. Be-
low are some tips that will help 
you prevent this type of fire in 
your home. 

•  Always keep a burning 
candle within sight 

•  Never burn candles on or 
near anything that can catch 
fire 

•  Always keep burning can-
dles out of the reach of children 
and pets 

Candle Fire Safety

CH seeks healthy cities applicants

member. 
Healthy Cities was formed in 

1994 and revamped in 2014. The 
Committee was established to 
assist in assessing community 
needs, defining health priorities, 
and developing programs to en-
hance the quality of life within the 
community. Meetings are held 
quarterly, on Mondays at 6 p.m., 
to evaluate and recommend pro-
grams that meet the Committee’s 
goals through the use of a variety 
of service providers.

Programs operating under the 
Healthy Cities umbrella are as 
varied as enrichment programs 
for all ages, fitness and hiking 
programs, opportunities for youth 

involvement, health and wellness 
seminars, and more. A complete 
list is noted on the application.

The Healthy Cities Committee 
will be comprised of 25 people 
including City Commissioners; 
students at the high school and 
college level; and representa-
tives from Chino Valley Unified 
School District, Chino Valley 
Chamber of Commerce, Chino 
Hills Police Department, County 
of San Bernardino, Chino Valley 
YMCA, Chino Valley Fire District, 
five residents appointed by the 
Committee, and five residents 
appointed by the City Council. 

Completed applications must 
be returned to the City Clerk’s 
Office on the second floor of City 
Hall, 14000 City Center Drive, by 
4 p.m. on Fri., Mar. 6.  Council 
members will review applica-

Healthy from page 1
tions and schedule interviews. 
Selections are expected to be 
announced at the March 24 or 
April 14 City Council meeting. 

The next Healthy Cities Com-
mittee meeting is on Mon., May 
11, at 6 p.m. 

Applications are available 
online at www.chinohills.org/
HealthyCitiesApplication and at 
Chino Hills City Hall, 14000 City 
Center Drive, Chino Hills 91709, 
on the second floor in the City 
Clerk’s lobby. 

Completed applications can 
also be mailed to the address 
above.  To request a faxed ap-
plication, please call (909) 364-
2620 or send an e-mail to www.
cityclerk@chinohills.org. 

For additional information, 
please call the City Clerk’s Office 
at (909) 364-2620.

•  Never use candles as a 
source of heat 

•  Always use an appropriate 
candleholder and place it on a 
stable, heat-resistant surface 

•  Extinguish all candles when 
leaving the house, room of use, 
or when going to bed 

•  Ensure that you have 
smoke alarms correctly installed 
and that they are in good work-
ing order 

For more information on 
fire safety and smoke alarms, 
please visit www.chinovalley-
fire.org.
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Walnut Hills Village
Merchant Directory
(area code is 909)

$1 Drinks.................................................. 869-8632
20/20 Vision Optometry............................ 468-9622
4G Verizon Wireless................................. 595-9109
50% Cleaners........................................... 444-1111
Allstate Insurance..................................... 468-1495
Art Nails.................................................... 594-5080
Asian Kitchen Express.............................. 345-8587
Bin Bin Konjac.......................................... 594-2832
Burger King............................................... 468-3672
Clearwater Bagels.................................... 598-4332
Dollar Tree................................................ 468-4850
East West Bank........................................ 869-7232
Electric Beach Tanning............................. 839-1992
GNC Vitamins........................................... 869-7272
International School of Montessori........... 594-8172
Baby Elephant Thai Cuisine..................... 595-3034
MJ Café & Teahouse................................ 612-7480
Max Loan Center...................................... 702-8889
Newen’s Beauty Salon............................. 598-8394
Re/Max Good Life Realty......................... 598-5151
Royal Florist.............................................. 718-0688
Sake Sushi............................................... 594-5221
School Connection................................... 594-1873
Skyline Dental / Harvey Chen, DDS......... 595-1800
Smoke Town.............................................468-5816
Stater Bros................................................ 598-6534
The UPS Store......................................... 444-1303
US Taekwondo.......................................... 595-9222
Vapor Junkies........................................... 595-0255
Wags to Whiskers..................................... 594-4092
Yummy House.......................................... 468-4991

Walnut Hills Village
20747 Amar Road, Walnut
(1/2 block west of Grand Avenue)
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Advanced Improvements provides comfort

Bernardino, San Diego and Los 
Angeles counties.  

Advanced Improvements’ mis-
sion is to build top quality home 
and office improvement projects on 
time, with exemplary customer ser-
vice, and within your budget.  Right 
now, Advanced Improvements is 
offering specials and discounts on 
a variety of their products.

Solar:  Whether you’re looking 
to go completely off the power grid, 
or just reduce your carbon footprint, 
Advanced Improvements can help 
by providing you with solar solu-
tions.  They offer both solar electric 
(photovoltaic) and solar thermal 
(solar water heating) technologies.  
The average solar system pays for 
itself in as little as four years.  When 
you fit your home for solar, you can 
receive up to 30% in tax credits, 
and Advanced Improvements has 
2.99% financing options available 
for solar upgrades (OAC).

Water Heating:  Advanced 
Improvements carries a full line of 
different models and types of water 
heaters.  They offer everything from 
traditional tanks and tankless, to the 
new hybrids and eco-friendly solar 

water heaters.  Advanced Improve-
ments specializes in tankless water 
heaters, claiming the title of the larg-
est tankless water heater installation 
company in the nation.  They have 
installed over 10,000 tankless water 
heaters over the last ten years.  Take 
advantage of their $500 discount 
coupon on a Rheem Tankless Wa-
ter Heater, or $100 discount on a 
Rheem Tank Water Heater.

Water Filtration: Advanced 
Improvements offers water filtration 
systems that protect against hard-
ness elements, iron, rust, sediment, 
and a variety of other substances 
that may be present in your water.  
Their systems are high flow and low 
maintenance machines that are de-
signed for optimum performance.  
Ask about their $500 discount 
coupon for Anti-Scale and Carbon 
Water Filtration systems.

Heating and Air:  Advanced 
Improvements has trained profes-
sionals that provide expert analy-
ses, top quality equipment, and 
skilled installation or repair of your 
heating and air conditioning equip-
ment.  They can give your home a 
heating or cooling system that is not 
only reliable, but efficient.  They also 
offer heat pumps, gas furnaces, 
package units, air handlers, and 

cooling coils.  Their current heating 
special will allow you to get $1,500 
off in factory rebates for qualifying 
systems.  Also, ask about their $75 
special for a winter tune-up for your 
current system.

Go Green:  You can GO GREEN 
with Advanced Improvements, as 
they provide eco-friendly, energy 
saving, green products for your 
home and business.  They can 
help you go completely indepen-
dent with solar power, replace your 
heating and cooling system with a 
new high-efficiency unit, or lower 
your energy usage by installing a 
tankless water heater.

Advanced Improvements stands 
behind their products and services 
and is committed to excellence.  
They are also committed to the 
community.  Owners Jason and 
Athena Hayes have lived in East-
vale for over seven years, and 
as homeowners, they love to see 
Eastvale flourish. Advanced Im-
provements has been the platinum 
sponsor for the Eastvale Commu-
nity Foundation’s Annual Golf Tour-
naments, and they will continue to 
invest in the City and support its 
growth.  Make sure to ask about 
their $500 discount coupon for 
Eastvale residents only.

By Kathleen M. Newe

Diamond Bar – The Diamond 
Bar Friends of the Library is for-
tunate to have many excellent 
volunteers who work year-round 
to make the Diamond Bar Library 
the great and welcoming place it 
is for the community.  Each year 
we recognize a few of these dedi-
cated individuals at the Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner.  

Gathering at Heritage Park on 
Sat., Jan. 24, over 100 people 
honored several of these great 

Friends Recognizes Outstanding Volunteers

volunteers.  Diamond Bar City 
Council members along with 
representatives from Supervisor 

Don Knabe’s office and Congress-
man Ed Royce’s office joined 
County Librarian Margaret Todd, 

Diamond Bar Librarian Pui Ching 
Ho and the Diamond Bar Friends’ 
board to acknowledge our out-
standing volunteers for 2014.

Outgoing President, Ruth Low, 
and incoming President, Chris 
Ko, presented the “Outstanding 
Friend” award to Congressman 
Ed Royce and recognized him 
for his commitment to literacy and 
libraries.  Congressman Royce 
was instrumental in bringing 
David S. Mao, the Law Librarian of 
Congress, for Read Together Dia-
mond Bar in October 2014.  They 
also presented the “President’s 
Award” to Nancy Lyons, Rick Rog-
ers and Tony Torng as the “Three 
Amigos” for their huge commit-
ment as co-chairs of the annual 
Wine Soirée for many years.  The 

22nd Annual Wine Soirée will be 
held on Sun., April 26. 

Loretta Nelson was awarded 
the “Bookstore Volunteer of the 
Year” for her dedication to Basi-
cally BOOKS; Shery Fan, CPA, 
received the “Business Volunteer 
of the Year” award for her profes-
sional expertise to the Friends; 
and Kathleen Newe received the 
“Volunteer of the Year” award for 
her many years of service to the 
Friends.  All of these awardees 
- along with so many of our 
volunteers - have made positive 
and significant contributions to 
the Diamond Bar Library and 
literacy in our community.  Thank 
you all!

For more information, visit 
www.dblibraryfriends.org.

DB “Through My Lens” winner
Lens from page 1

at the Jan. 20 City Council meet-
ing.  Each winner took home a 
special certificate and a cash 
prize, courtesy of the Diamond 
Bar Community Foundation.  

A panel of judges selected the 
winners from each division based 
on composition, creativity, origi-
nality and visual appeal, and how 
well the photographs illustrated 
the theme. 

Co-sponsored by the City 
and the Diamond Bar Commu-
nity Foundation, the Through 
My Lens contest is now entering 
its eighth year, and will reopen 
for entries this April. More in-
formation about the contest as 
well as the list of the winners 
and their entries can be viewed 
online at www.diamondbarca.
gov/throughmylens.

Amanda Pechy, Jet Long, Chuck 
Wong, Diana Dieu, Teresa Wang, 
Long Pham, Bruce Davis, William 
Anderson, and Robert Burns. 

Alfred Bertulfo’s beautiful entry 
of “Diamond Bar Center From 
Above,” won the Grand Prize.

All winners were congratulated 
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Photo Courtesy:  DB Library

(L to R)  Councilmember Jimmy Lin, Loretta Nelson, Mayor Pro Tem Nancy 
Lyons, Mayor Steve Tye, County Librarian Margaret Todd, Kathleen Newe, 
Rick Rogers, Tony Torng, Lauren Pong, Angie Valenzuela, and Ruth Low.

Find out what homes in your area 
are listed and sold for before 
talking to an agent!
Visit: www.WhatAreTheySellingFor.Com
or Call Our Message Line: 1-800-443-5619, ID #7041

Weichert Realtors-Agent-BRE 01057124.

No Obligation List 
w/Pics & PricesFREE!

Diamond Bar Friends  
of the Library shows it’s 
appreciation.

Sub Bids Requested from 
Qualified M/W/S/DBE/DVBE Subcontractors and Suppliers 

Mel Smith Electric, Inc.

10950 Dale Street, Stanton, CA 90680
Contact:  Roy Profitt  ●  Phone: 714 761-3205  ●  Fax: 714 761-4710

Rowland Unified School District-Bid No. 2014/15:16
Kindergarten Modernizations Phase 2B 

Bids 2/17/15 @ 2:00 PM-Respond by 2/16/15 @ 2:00 PM

Projects consists of renovation @ 4 locations. 150 days. Rowland USD is located in the  
County of Los Angeles  ●  Seeking quotes for but not limited to:  Site Work, Concrete, Metal,  

Doors & Windows, Finishes, Mechanical & Electrical
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Police.
According to the Corona Police 

Department, Officers responded 
to the bank at approximately 
4:07 p.m., to find the suspect had 
fled after an alleged carjacking.  
Through the use of a tracking 
device bank employees were 
able to place with the money, Of-
ficers were quickly able to locate 
the suspect vehicle and a chase 
ensued.

As the Officers attempted a 
high risk enforcement stop, the 
vehicle briefly stopped near San 
Antonio and Bickmore avenues 
in Chino.  The female driver - 
later identified as Patricia Cheree 

Corona bank robbery ends in fatality
IE from page 1

a) Do you want to get a higher interest rate than what your bank is currently 
 offering?
b) Would you like the ability to borrow against your savings, pay the loan interest 
 to yourself, and be allowed to pay back your loan at your convenience, on a 
 tax free basis?
c) Are you tired of losing money on risky investments sold to you on best case 
 assumptions?
d) Would you like to remove some, if not all of the risk and volatility from your 
 current investment portfolio, and no longer have to depend on the trend of 
 stock market?
e) Would you like to protect the gains in your corporate and municipal bond 
 portfolios against an eventual rise in interest rates that would negatively 
 affect the market value of your bonds?
f) Would you prefer a guaranteed rate of return from an institution that’s been 
 around and accountable for over 150 years? A company that has delivered 
 their promise even through the Great Depression, the 1920’s stock market 
 crash, 2 World Wars, and the recent financial crisis and bank failures of the 
 1980’s and 1990’s?
g) Do you want to participate in a time tested process that will provide you with 
 guaranteed cash flow to enable you to have a more predictable retirement 
 without risks or assumptions?
h) Do you want to maintain the same lifestyle once you have retired without 
 disrupting your legacy for your family?

It you’ve answered “YES” to any of the 
questions above, let’s talk about it. Please 
contact me to schedule a complimentary 
consultation. Money must reside somewhere. 
When viewed in light of all the alternatives, it 
is essential that we take time to make sure 
that our money resides where it benefits us 
most, now and in the future. Let’s talk.

The ABCs Of 
A More 

Confident Future

(800) 536-9991
Paid Advertisement

L - Deceased bank robbery suspect, Paul Alfred Eugene Johnson; R - Patricia 
Cheree Smith, the driver and accomplice, who lied about being carjacked

Photo Courtesy:  Corona Police Department
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Smith, 26, of Hemet - exited 
the vehicle and was contacted 
by Police. The suspect fled the 
area in the vehicle with Officers 
in pursuit. 

Smith initially told Officers she 
had been the victim of a car-jack-
ing, and the unknown suspect had 
a gun. Corona Police Detectives 
conducted a follow-up interview 
with Smith and determined that 
she was involved in the robbery. 
Smith was arrested for robbery 
and additional criminal charges 
are pending.

The pursuit ended when the 
suspect vehicle crashed off the 
71 Expressway.  As the suspect 
exited the vehicle, he was struck 
multiple times by Police gunfire 
and was pronounced deceased 
at the scene.  The suspect was 

identified as Paul Alfred Eugene 
Johnson, 59, of Hemet.  Further 
investigation revealed a large 
sum of cash, an unknown type 
handgun, and additional evidence 
linking Johnson and the vehicle to 
the bank robbery in Corona.

Corona Police Detectives con-
ducted a follow-up investigation 
related to the Pacific Premier 
Bank robbery. Based on the in-
formation gathered, detectives 
obtained a search warrant for a 
residence located in the 26000 
block of Cortrite Ave. in the City 
of Hemet. 

On Fri., Feb. 6, Officers from 
the Corona Police Department’s 
Special Response Team served 
the search warrant seeking ad-
ditional evidence to support their 

investigation, additional suspects 
and other similar bank robberies 
throughout Southern California.

This particular incident is a 
large, multi-jurisdictional in-
vestigation. The Corona Police 
Department is handling the 
bank robbery and vehicle pur-
suit, while the San Bernardino 
County Sheriff’s Department is 
investigating the officer-involved 
shooting in their jurisdiction. All 
officers are currently on paid 
administrative leave, per Depart-
ment policy.

The Corona Police Department 
is seeking public assistance and 
is asking anyone having informa-
tion related to the bank robbery to 
please call Senior Detective Dan 
Bloomfield at (951) 817-5767.

Staff Reports

Diamond Bar - There are two ma-
jor utility upgrade projects in progress, 
aimed at improving service delivery 
reliability.  The projects – which began 
on Jan. 28 – include the installation of 
new SCE electrical circuits, and re-
placement of a deteriorated vault; and 
the replacement of a Gas Company 
3” gas main with a 4” line to accom-
modate the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District’s operations.

Construction will be carried out in 
phases, with various road closures 
and cautionary detours.  Please note 
the following traffic concerns, and 
make time allowances or avoid these 
areas altogether, if possible, during 
construction times.  

• The eastbound right-turn lane 
along Grand Ave. will be closed for 
approximately three weeks beginning 
Feb. 17.

• The #2 eastbound through lane 
along Grand Ave. will be intermittently 
closed on weeknights from 8 pm to 5 
a.m., and fully closed on weekends 
from Feb. 17 to Mar. 2.

• One through lane along Golden 
Springs Dr. will be closed from Copley 
Dr. to Grand Ave. for one week begin-
ning mid-February.

• One through lane along Golden 
Springs Dr., as well as two right-turn 
lanes near Grand Ave. will be closed for 
two weeks beginning late February.

Both projects are scheduled to be 
completed on or before March 2.

Construction 
Alerts in DB

Johnson (R) inside the Corona bank during the robbery.
Photo Courtesy:  Corona Police Department
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ONLY $160 
Call 
(909) 

464-1200

753 Glendora Avenue
La Puente, CA 91744

(626) 330-0030
www.IndustryHillsHotel.com
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Loukelton St.

Sierra Vista Ct.

Amenities
• Free Full Breakfast
• Free Wi-Fi
• Cable/Satellite TV
• Fitness Center
• Flat Screen/Plasma TV
• 100% Smoke Free Hotel

Things To Do
• Championship Golf Courses
• Big League Dreams
• Pomona Fair Grounds
• Industry Hills Expo Center
• HSI LAI Temple
• Homestead Museum

Comfort Suites 
Near Industry Hills

Stay in a suite for the price 
of a regular room!

3 Diamond AAA Rating

Romance Package
1- Bottle of Champagne
1- Rose
1- Night in a Suite

Valid Feb 1- 22, 2014

110$

Valid Feb 1-23, 2015



SGV Toilet Arsonist Caught

within one day), including L&L 
Hawaiian Barbecue in Walnut; 
Rolling Wok, McDonald’s, Del 
Taco, Ten Ren’s Tea Time, and 
Office Depot in Rowland Heights; 

Toilet from page 1
and Guppy House in Hacienda 
Heights

According to the L.A. County 
Sheriff’s Department, surveil-
lance photos, witness accounts 
and other information led detec-
tives to Lin, who was spotted 
by a patrol on the afternoon of 
Feb. 3.   Although no injuries 

Council from page 1

Walnut Council Recap

on the family owned business 
and how Angel’s work ethic 
should stand as an inspiration for 
the residents of Walnut.

“This is a role model we need 
to look up to,” Ching said. “Many 
people like his food, (Angel) is 
good to kids; he gives a lot of 

from annexation of the territory 
to the Walnut Valley Water Dis-
trict; a resolution regarding the 
payment of salaries, sick leave, 
vacations, leave of absences 
and other regulations by revis-
ing authorized positions/salary 
Schedule A; and an additional 
appropriation request for Leibold, 
McClendon & Mann to provide 
special legal services in connec-
tion with the proposed disposition 
of Lot 269 in Three Oaks.

Finally, the Council moved 
onto the successor agency con-
sent calendar, approving both 
items for the adoption of Reso-
lution No.15-02, approving the 
ROPS for July through December 
2015; and adoption of Resolution 
No.15-13, approving the admin-
istrative budget for July through 
December 2015.

After Council announcements, 
the members then adjourned 
into closed session to discuss 
negotiations of real property 
pursuant to Government Code 
54956.8.

The next City Council meeting 
will take place on Feb. 25, at 7 
p.m., in the Council chambers at 
21201 La Puente Road.

were reported from the fires, 
thousands of dollars in property 
damage occurred from Lin’s al-
leged arson binge.

Lin was arrested on suspicion 
of arson, felony evading of po-
lice and drug possession.  Lin 
– who is reportedly living out 
of his car – was arraigned on 

Enchilada from page 1

Treat your valentine to The Whole Enchilada

fresh, authentic Mexican recipes 
their resident chef brought from 
their homeland.  They guarantee 
you will enjoy your dining experi-
ence.  

“All our food is made fresh daily,” 
says Lil Palmer of The Whole En-
chilada. The restaurant has been in 
business for over 30 years, offering 
a variety of Mexican dishes ranging 
from enchiladas and burritos to 
carne asada and fajitas.

Planning a Valentine’s Day par-

ty?  The Whole Enchilada can help 
cater your event with handmade 
tamales – which are available 
year round. This traditional holiday 
dish is sold by the dozen and is 
available in pork, beef, chicken, 
green chili and cheese.  Other 
menu items, such as the taquito or 
street taco platters, are available 
for catering as well. 

Whether it’s a Valentine’s fiesta, 
business meetings or parties, pro-
motions, fundraisers, birthdays, 
or just an evening out, The Whole 
Enchilada will dazzle you with their 
excellent customer service and de-
licious food.  They look forward to 

helping you celebrate the special 
moments in your life.

If you are looking for a sweet 
Valentine’s treat after your meal, 
try The Whole Enchilada’s Mexi-
can Kaluha Flan, Rio Grande 
Mud Pie, or popular Deep Fried 
Ice Cream.  Valentine’s Day never 
tasted so delicious!

The celebration doesn’t stop 
with just one visit.  The Whole En-
chilada has gift cards available for 
purchase in person or online.  It’s 
the perfect gift for your Valentine, 
or anyone you are gift-shopping 
for; it’s always the perfect color 
and size.  And be sure to ask The 

Whole Enchilada about the Combo 
Punch Card, Enchilada Bucks, and 
their Kids Club.  With a wide variety 
of reasons to visit, it’s obvious that 
The Whole Enchilada wants to be-
come your favorite restaurant.

Don’t deny your taste buds this 
Valentine’s Day, visit the Whole 
Enchilada soon!  

The Whole Enchilada is located 
at 1114 S. Diamond Bar Blvd., (at 
Grand Avenue, in Diamond Bar). 
You can reach them at (909) 861-
5340, and visit their website at 
www.wholeenchilada.com.  See 
their ad on the back page of this 
publication.

OC from page 1

Arrest In OC 
Transgender 
Homicide

embolism syndrome related to a 
silicone injection to the buttocks 
for cosmetic reasons.

Homicide Detectives initiated a 
death investigation which revealed 
that the victim – Felipe De La Riva 
(who also went by the name of 
Katya) - went to a “silicone party” 
in the area sometime in late Dec. 
2014.  On Jan. 1, De La Riva ad-
mitted herself into Kaiser Hospital 
due to a respiratory problem.  Sili-
cone embolism syndrome symp-
toms include fever, chest pain, 
coughing up blood and altered 
consciousness.  

On Jan. 21, at 7:06 p.m., De La 
Riva died of an embolism related 
to the silicone injection. Because 
the injection was received in a 
non-medical facility – possibly a 
hotel room - Kaiser contacted the 
coroner’s office.

On Thurs., Feb. 5, Santa Ana 
Police Homicide Detectives ar-
rested Liborio De La Luz Ramos, 
44, of Santa Ana, in connection 
with the death of De La Riva.  
Ramos faces one felony count of 
voluntary manslaughter and two 
felony counts of the unauthorized 
practice of medicine, and is being 
held on $500,000 bail.  Detectives 
believe there may be additional 
victims who received injections 
from the suspect.

Anyone with information regard-
ing this case is urged to contact 
Santa Ana Police Detectives at 
(714) 245-8390.
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Photo Courtesy:  Santa Ana PD
Liborio De La Luz Ramos, 44, ar-
rested for Voluntary Manslaughter 

Photo Courtesy:  Raymond Mendoza

Members of the Walnut City Council congratulate Jose Luis Angel and his wife Mayra Angel, for having their busi-
ness - Los Amigos Restaurant – named as the Winter 2015 Business of the Quarter. Los Amigos Restaurant is 
located at 20835 Valley Blvd. and is known for its friendly customer service and well-liked Mexican food.

opportunities for kids to work 
in his shop…that’s why he is 
chosen (as the Business of the 
Quarter).”

Ching also commented that 
he loved the restaurant’s ceviche 
and that he wished the restaurant 
luck as it continues to do busi-
ness.

Following the award ceremo-
ny, the Council approved the only 
item on its public hearings sched-

ule, which was Ordinance No. 
15-02 to establish Article XXVIV 
for historical preservation of the 
Walnut Municipal Code.

After that, the Council ap-
proved all the items on its consent 
calendar, including a resolution of 
certain claims and demands in 
the amount of $869,983.61; a 
joint resolution approving and 
accepting a negotiated exchange 
of property tax revenue resulting 

Staff Reports

San Gabriel - Los Angeles 
Sheriff’s Department Search and 
Rescue Teams were activated 
to look for eight missing UCLA 
students who had become lost 
and hypothermic in the snow.  
The students are members of the 
UCLA Hiking Club. Five members 
of the group were able to navigate 
their way out of the forest, while 
the remaining eight were lost.

 The search area was near 
Throop Peak at an 8,200 foot 
elevation.  The conditions were 
snowy and icy, with some drifts 
causing the rescuers to plunge 
thigh-deep into the snow.  

 Rescue teams from San Di-

mas, Crescenta Valley, and the 
Palmdale Sheriff’s Stations re-
sponded to the 911 call.  The 
hikers were located at 12:30 a.m. 
on Sun., Feb. 8, by the Montrose 
Search and Rescue Team from 
the Crescenta Valley Station.  

It took rescuers six hours to hike 
the students out of the area due 
to the treacherous conditions.  To 
prevent the students from falling, 
the rescue team placed harnesses 
and ropes on them to safely lower 
them down icy slopes.

 The students were elated to 
see the rescue team, some being 
mildly hypothermic.  None of the 
students required medical atten-
tion, and they were taken back to 
their cars – safe and sound.

SGV Hikers Rescued

Thurs., Feb 5, and is being held 
on $250,000 bail pending a Feb. 
19 hearing. 

Anyone with information about 
this crime is encouraged to 
contact the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department’s Arson/
Explosives Detail at (323) 881-
7500.

Photo Courtesy: LASD

Relieved hikers pose with Rescuers in the San Gabriel Mountains.



Straight Talk With Danice

Run Forrest Run
By Pastor Mark Hopper

I don’t re-
member the 
words to a lot 
of songs.  The 
tunes may be 
familiar, but I 
don’t remem-
ber all of the lyrics.  But, I do 
tend to remember words and 
phrases from movies.  Many of 
these memorable phrases are 
often quoted in other movies in 
the entertainment world.

For example, in one of the 
Indiana Jones movies when 
someone asked Indy what he 
was going to do next, he replied, 
“I don’t know. I’m making it up 
as I go.”  And, when he was 
being questioned by some FBI 
agents about what the Ark of 
the Covenant was, Indy asked 
them, “Didn’t any of you ever go 
to Sunday School?”

In the movie, Apollo Thirteen, 
when the spacecraft is damaged 
by an explosion, one of the astro-
nauts speaks the famous words, 
“Houston, we have a problem.”  
In the movie, Forrest Gump, 
you hear the famous phrase 

repeated several times, “Run, 
Forrest, run!” 

I know that millions of people 
watched the Super Bowl recently.  
It was an exciting football game as 
each team made some mistakes 
and each team made some amaz-
ing plays.  But, in case you may be 
one of the few people in our coun-
try who did not watch the game, 
let me explain how it ended.  

The Seattle Seahawks drove 
the football deep into the New 
England Patriot’s end of the 
field.  The Seahawks were trail-
ing, but a touchdown would put 
them ahead and assure them of 
another Super Bowl title.

With the ball on the one-yard 
line and only 30 seconds on the 
clock, Seattle did the unthink-
able.  Instead of running the 
football into the end zone, they 
surprised everyone by throwing 
a short pass.

If the pass was caught, Se-
attle would likely score and win 
the game.  But, the pass was 
intercepted by New England and 
Seattle lost the game.  Everyone 
was stunned.  Everyone thought 
Seattle would run the ball into 
the end zone and win the game. 

Instead, Seattle lost and New 
England won.  It was one of the 
most unexpected endings in Su-
per Bowl history.

Later, as I reflected on the 
unexpected outcome, I remem-
bered the famous phrase from 
the movie, Forrest Gump, “Run, 
Forrest, run!”

I don’t know if the Seattle 
coach watches many old mov-
ies, but he might want to watch 
Forrest Gump again.  If Seattle 
had only run the ball, they would 
probably be the Super Bowl 
champions. Instead, they elected 
to pass the ball, which was inter-
cepted, and New England is the 
2015 Super Bowl champion!

Someone may want to send a 
copy of the movie, Forrest Gump, 
to the Seattle coach and remind 
him that next time his team is on 
the goal line, they should, “Run, 
Forrest, run!”

Pastor Mark Hopper is from 
the Evangelical Free Church of 
Diamond Bar, 3255 South Dia-
mond Bar Ave. Sunday services 
are 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. For 
more information, call (909) 594-
7604 or visit www.efreedb.org.

Calling For Responsible Pet Owners
By Nancy Stoops

It is on behalf of dogs every-
where that I write this article.  Be-
ing the proud 
owner of Mid-
n igh t  -  t he 
black lab/black 
shepherd mix 
shown with me 
in my photo-
graph - is truly a joy and honor.  
Midnight is almost 8-years old 
and very healthy.  Midnight and 
I take lots of long walks in our 
neighborhood and he has many 
buddies along the way.  Some of 
his buddies are very well cared 
for and live safe lives.  Some of 
his buddies aren’t so lucky and 
are let out to walk themselves.  

I can’t believe how many won-
derful dogs I have seen without 
tags that are let out to walk them-
selves.  I can’t believe how many 
dogs end up hit by cars and die 
because they are illegally let 

out.  Legally, dogs are supposed 
to be licensed, vaccinated and 
leashed when they are out off 
their property.  They should be 
walked by humans that can help 
guide them on what is safe and 
what is not when they are outside 
of their house or yard. 

A dog is a huge responsibility 
and an enormous joy.  Caring 
for a dog properly involves feed-
ing them healthy food, cleaning 
them, vet visits, walks, licensing 
them, cleaning up after them, and 
always providing clean drinking 
water and shelter…and lots of 
love, affection and attention.  

It’s not okay to have a dog - or 
any animal - that is neglected.  
There have been many new laws 
passed to help protect animals, 
and people lose their pets every 
day because of neglect.  

So I ask you to think about all 
of this before you get an animal.  
I beg you to stop allowing your 
dogs to walk themselves.  I ask 

you to understand how helpless 
they are and how much they 
count on us to care properly for 
them.  Please take the time to 
be a responsible and loving pet 
owner!

This article was written by 
Nancy Stoops M.A., M.F.T.  Nan-
cy is a licensed Marriage and 
Family Therapist.  She has a 
private practice in Diamond Bar 
and is currently accepting new 
clients; she is also a motivational 
speaker who can inspire your 
employees or group members.  
Nancy runs free family support 
groups, including a group on loss 
for seniors, and groups on how to 
manage anger. For more informa-
tion about any of these services 
feel free to contact her at (909) 
229-0727, or via email at nan-
cyjstoops@verizon.net.  Nancy’s 
books, “Midnight the Therapy 
Dog,” and “Live, Heal and Grow,” 
are available at Amazon.com.

By Danice Akiyoshi, N.D.

Dear Dr. Akiyoshi:
I am in my early 20s.  I have 

worked as a 
secretary for 
m y  u n c l e ’ s 
company since 
I  graduated 
high school.  
I have finally 
saved enough money for the 
down payment to buy a new 
car.  When I was applying for 
the financing, I discovered that 
my uncle used my social security 
number and credit to buy himself 
a car.  When I confronted him, 
he admitted that he didn’t have 
enough available credit to buy 
his car.  He said I would have 
no problem getting financing 
because he would co sign for 

me.  He also asked me not to 
tell my dad (his brother) about 
what he did.  Now I don’t trust 
my uncle, but I don’t want to lose 
my job.  Please help me know 
what to do.

-Theresa
Dear Theresa:
I’m just going to come right out 

and say it.  Your uncle is a crimi-
nal and a rotten relative.  What 
he did is illegal and you could 
easily press charges against him.  
He has no right to “borrow” your 
social security number, along 
with your financial identity to buy 
himself a car.  At your young age, 
I’m doubtful that you have the 
developmental skills to know how 
to deal with a person like this.  He 
has no regard for your well-being 
and you should definitely tell your 
dad what has happened.  I think 

you’re going to need someone 
with experience to help you cor-
rect this situation.  Start looking 
for a new job immediately.  Do not 
rest until his fraudulent charges 
are cleared from your credit.  This 
is so important for your future.  
Good Luck.

-Danice Akiyoshi, N.D.

Danice Akiyoshi is a Natu-
ropathic Doctor and the head 
of Candid Coaching Service. 
She offers personal coaching 
services relating to all types of 
issues and concerns. This is 
a letter she received from an 
anonymous reader. To send a 
question to Danice, email her at 
straighttalk@candidcoachingser-
vices.com. You can also visit her 
website at www.candidcoaching-
services.com.
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Free 
In Home Estimates

EXP. 2/28/15
49    value

$ .50
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entral

4 Weeks of Ads $160 NO CONTRACTS
NO HIDDEN CHARGES( )

DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY 3 P.M.
PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY

Affordable advertising reaching over 50,000 residents.
Price includes Facebook and Internet exposure

(Value $240)

3980-A Valley Blvd. Walnut CA 91789

3980-A Valley Blvd.

2/28/15

2/28/15

Reduce Monthly Maintenance
Costs by Converting to

Native Plants and Synthetic Lawns 
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Over 25 years
in Walnut

Lujan family owned

Mercury C.A.R.S. Shop
Rental Cars

All Insurance Claims Welcome!

Preferred Collision Repair for
Diamond Honda of Puente Hills

Free Pickup & Delivery

2 4  H R  T o w i n g

909.595.9448
www.CalCoachAuto.com

l i m i t e d  l i f e t i m e  w a r r a n t y

Coll is ion Repair

Emergency Roadside Assistance AND TOWING

Monday-Friday
8:00 am-6:00 pm

Saturday
9:00 am-noon

22064 Valley Blvd.
Walnut, CA 91789-1407

Lujan Family Owned

YOUR AD HERE! Call (909) 464-1200
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Suzanne Students Meet Local American Idol Contestant 
By Kelli Gile

Walnut – A group of enthusiastic 
Suzanne Middle School students 
met up with singing sensation, 
Adanna Duru, at the Teen Center 
on Feb. 3.  The 2014 Walnut High 
graduate is competing against 220 
other contestants on Season 14 of 
“American Idol.” 

Duru shared favorite memories 
from her years as a Suzanne 
student.

“I loved middle school!” she said 
reminiscing about favorite teachers 
and classes.

One standout season was play-
ing an Umpa-Lumpa in the cast of 
“Willie Wonka” in the 7th Grade.

 “I thought that was funny since 
I’m 5’ 8”!” Duru exclaimed.

The 18-year old Diamond Bar 
resident advanced to Hollywood 
Week after her successful audition 
in San Francisco.  Duru adeptly 
belted out Lady Gaga’s “You and 
I” before the trio of judges.  She 

recalled when Jennifer Lopez 
commented that she “had the total 
package.”

 “I told myself ‘I need to remem-
ber this!’”  Duru gushed.

The following day, Duru received 
a Tweet from Lady Gaga that said, 
“Congratulations, you killed it!”

The teen believes she has grown 
as a performer since appearing on 
“The Voice” as a sophomore.

“Since then I’ve learned so 
much. I have so much fun on stage!” 
said Duru, who shared her strategy 
for the singing competition after re-
ceiving famous “Idol” golden ticket 
to Hollywood.

“I’m so grateful and happy. For 
me, it’s about staying focused, be-
ing in the moment, and doing my 
very best.”

Duru was eager to answer ques-
tions and sing for the 40 tweens.

“How does it feel to be famous?” 
asked 6th Grader Eddie Banda.

“I feel the same, but sometimes I 
get recognized now,” Duru replied.

The young fans cheered when 
she offered up Ed Sheeran’s “Give 
Me Love.”  After the meet and greet, 
Duru happily took pictures and 
signed autographs. 

“It’s cool she went to my school,” 
said Aaron Rubio, 7th Grade. “She’s 
pursing her dream as a singer. My 
dream is to be in the MLB.”

“It was great seeing her today,” 
said 6th Grader Sharon Suarez who 
watched the audition on YouTube.

 “She’s beautiful and awesome,’ 
added Elijah Christian, age 11. 

“I want her to go to the top and 
make her own album,” said 7th 
Grader Jocelyn Cole.

“I’d go see her in concert!” Rubio 
exclaimed.

Duru gave the middle-schoolers 
some advice about reaching for 
their dreams.

“A lot of people will tell you that 
your dream is stupid. I’ve been 
told that so many times,” Duru ex-
plained. “Honestly, you’re capable 
of everything you believe you’re 

Photo Courtesy:  Kelli Gile

Walnut High 2014 alumna, Adanna Duru, recently spent time with Suzanne Middle 
School students at the Walnut Teen Center.

PUSD Discusses Shift In Elections
By Juliette Funes

Pomona  – The Pomona Unified 
School District Board of Education 
discussed a potential shift from at-
large to trustee-area elections dur-
ing a special meeting on Jan. 28.

In recent years, many school 
districts have moved to trustee-
area elections in response to 
federal, state and voter rights 
laws designed to ensure under-
represented groups have equal 
opportunities and access to voting 
and representation.

The meeting provided board 
members with an overview of the 
voting history in Pomona Unified 
and served as a forum for communi-
ty members to provide feedback on 
the topic. Community-wide forums 
on the potential shift will follow to 
ensure all voices are heard.

“When you view Pomona Uni-
fied’s election history, our commu-
nity has consistently selected board 
members that reflect the makeup, 
values and priorities of our com-

The District has two options.
Option 1: The District can 

oppose trustee areas through a 
resolution, which would result in 
holding a series of public hearings 
and presenting supporting evi-
dence against the move to a county 
committee. The committee would 
have the option of setting the mat-
ter for a public vote, hiring its own 
demographer to draw boundaries 
and requiring a special election in 
early 2016.

Option 2: Board members could 
pass a resolution agreeing to move 
to trustee-area voting and seek 
a waiver of an election from the 
California Department of Educa-
tion. The District would then hire 
a demographer to draw several 
possible trustee maps for public 
discussion, hold multiple hearings, 
vote for a final map and present 
the plan to the committee for final 
approval. A likely result is that two 
areas would be up for vote in 2015 
and three in 2017.

“At this point, we are just dis-

munity,” said PUSD Superintendent 
Richard Martinez. “However, we are 
presenting our board members with 
this information for consideration as 
we evaluate the legal trends and 
possible ramifications in sustaining 
at-large elections.”

 With at-large elections, regis-
tered voters are able to vote for 
any board member candidate on 
the ballot regardless of where 
in the PUSD District boundaries 
they reside. Trustee-area voting 
requires voters to cast a ballot for 
only the board member residing in 
their voter district, which is typically 
based on geography.

PUSD’s voting track record is 
strong, but in some districts groups 
are using the courts to raise issues, 
leaving school districts vulnerable 
to lawsuits, litigation fees and spe-
cial elections, according to District 
Legal Counsel, Kasey Haws.

“Litigation regarding the Califor-
nia Voting Rights Act is sweeping 
municipalities and school districts 
across the state,” Haws stated. 

“To avoid this costly process, stay 
ahead of any potential court action 
and preserve the District’s ability to 
determine the outcome, we are tak-
ing the prudent step to discuss what 
viable options are available.”

At-large voting requires every 
board member to campaign to and 
be responsive to all constituents 
in the school district, with an op-
portunity to run for a board seat 
every two years.  Board members 
consider the district as a whole.

In trustee-area elections, it is 
less expensive to run for office, 
campaigning is less intensive be-
cause candidates have a smaller 
voter base, and board members 
typically focus more specifically on 
the needs of schools and neigh-
borhoods in their specific district. 
Candidates would be eligible to run 
once every four years.

Trustee-area elections provide 
for more diversity on a board. 
However, the PUSD community 
has traditionally voted in a diverse 
board of representatives.

Marshall Celebrates 60th Anniversary

through 8th Grade school, Marshall 
(located at 1921 Arroyo Ave.) will 
celebrate its longevity and suc-
cess during a ceremony tentatively 
scheduled for April.

“As part of our 60th anniversary, 
we plan to update and upgrade 
some items on campus so that over 
the next six decades, Marshall stu-

dents can continue to feel a sense of 
pride in their school,” Principal Juan 
Ortiz said. “On behalf of Marshall 
Middle School, I want to thank our 
brand new Walmart store in Pomona 
for its generosity and helping us build 
on our sense of community.”

The celebration will focus on the 
complete refurbishing of the school 

cafeteria and its centerpiece – a 
new mural depicting three different 
color representations of the school 
mascot, the Marshall Mustang. 

“This mural has welcomed 
students into our cafeteria for the 
last 30 years and we are ready to 
create a modern mural that our 
children can enjoy,” Ortiz said.

The Walmart grants will partially 
fund the new mural, as well as as-
sist in the purchase of three e-read-
ers for the school library to better 
help students in the transition to 
new digital learning technologies.  

“It is our continuing mission to 
provide our students with the most 
modern learning facilities avail-
able,” PUSD Superintendent Rich-
ard Martinez said.  “We are grateful 
to Walmart for its commitment to 
our schools. Every child deserves 
an opportunity to excel.”

More information about Mar-
shall Middle School can be 
found at: https://www.facebook.
com/pages/Marshall-Middle-
School/138200929561507.

By Juliette Funes

Pomona – Marshall Middle 
School is kicking off its 60th anni-
versary celebration in style, thanks 
in large part to Walmart, which 
awarded the Pomona Unified 
school $1,500 in school grants. The 
funds will be used to help refurbish 
Marshall’s cafeteria and buy new 
e-readers for the school library.

“It is wonderful to see such lead-
ership and collaboration between 
our schools and local business 
partners to improve the learning 
environments of our students,” said 
Pomona Unified Board President 
Andrew Wong. “We believe that 
strong bonds and engagement 
between students, parents, edu-
cators and local businesses make 
us a stronger, more accountable 
school district.”

Named after the nation’s long-
est-serving Supreme Court Chief 
Justice, John Marshall, the school 
opened its doors in 1955 as a 
Grade 7 to 9 junior high. Now a 6th 
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Marshall Middle School Principal, Juan Ortiz, is presented with a $1,000 school 
grant from the Pomona Walmart, which provided an additional $500 in other 
school grants to the school for its 60th anniversary celebration.

capable of if you really believe that 
you can do something and you have 
the discipline to know that when you 
fail it’s not the end. When you fail, 
you learn from your mistakes and 
keep changing and growing. It’s all 
about believing in yourself!”

Why does the teen want to be the 
next American Idol?

“Because there’s nothing else 
on Earth that I want to do besides 
making music; I feel like it’s my 
calling, it’s what I’m best at,” Duru 
said.

To Win... 
Make It Fun!
By Mike Green

As a youth coach, you may feel 
like your goal is to have a winning 
season. The fact is a winning 
season is a by-product of a good 
process, based upon having fun. 

The key feature in a winning 
season for a youth coach is that 
your players MUST enjoy them-
selves. If the coach makes the 
experience a positive one, the 
players will want to put the extra 
effort into the process.

I’m not saying all you do is mess 
around and not provide discipline, 
structure or accountability to your 
team. Those attributes are present 
within every winning team. Chil-
dren need those responsibilities 
to learn and grow, and if you can 
create an enjoyable environment 
they will work very hard without 
even knowing it. 

The best coaches are the ones 
who create a passion for the sport 
they are coaching, regardless of 
the win-loss record. The only way 
to do this is to respect and treat 
every player as a valuable mem-
ber of the team while making the 
experience a fun and positive one. 
When your players say, “Practice is 
over already?” you’ll know you’ve 
done a great job as a coach.

Mike Green is a coach for The 
Sports Family Club, a website 
dedicated to enriching the lives 
of children through sports and 
activities.

cussing this issue and weighing 
our options,” said Board President 
Andrew Wong. “Our goal was to 
hear what the public had to say on 
this issue and take a hard look at 
what will be in the best interests 
of Pomona Unified and our com-
munity.”

The board was expected to 
come to a decision during the 
board meeting on Tues., Feb. 11.
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