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Councilman 
Charged With 
Campaign 
Sign Theft

Three Men 
Charged 
In Human 
Trafficking

Current Resident Or

Staff Reports

Riverside County – On 
Tues., Feb. 17, the Riverside 
County District Attorney’s of-
fice announced that charges 
have been filed against three 
men for their involvement in 
a significant ring of human 
traffickers and child pornog-
raphers. 

John David Yoder, 43, of 

Staff Reports

Newport Beach – On Wed., 
Feb. 11, a Lake Forest council-
man was charged for removing 
campaign signs on public dis-
play belonging to another city 
councilman.

Adam Nick, 50, of Lake For-

3,371 Like Us!
facebook.com/TheWeeklyNews

see OC Page 8 Chino Hills: “Getting 2 Zero”

see Zero Page 5

By Claire Lewis

Diamond Bar – Last November, 
the Chino Hills City Council adopt-
ed a resolution making a commit-
ment to eliminate the euthanasia 
of adoptable dogs, with a goal of 
becoming a “No Kill” community by 
Jan. 1, 2016.  Their “Getting 2 Zero” 

program is at the helm of their com-
mitment, helping to focus on the 
prevention of animal abandonment 
and avoiding euthanasia.

	 In order for the program 
to be successful, the community 
will need to be educated, adoption 
centers will have to become more 
prevalent, and the provision of low-
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By J.D. Alberts

Walnut  – For over 25 years, California 
Coach Auto Collision has served its com-
munity with top notch repair and assis-
tance services, reaching from “Diamond 
Bar to Chino and beyond.” 

Under original ownership, California 

see Towing Page 8

California Coach Auto Collision is located 
at 22064 Valley Blvd. in Walnut. Reach 
them at (909) 595-9448. See their ad 
on page 10.

Our Featured Businesses

Staff Reports

SoCal – Advanced Improvements is 
an expert in heating and air condition-
ing, water heating, water filtration, and 
solar power.  For over 20 years, they 
have been providing eco-friendly, energy 
saving home and office comfort solu-

Advanced Improvements 
Provides Comfort For Your Home

see Advanced Page 5
Advanced Improvements can be reached 
at (888) 698-8859.

see Vets Page 8

Assemblywoman Chang 
Seeks Accountability 
For Veteran Funding
By Chris Wangsaporn

Sacramento – On Wed., 
Feb. 18, Assemblywoman Ling 
Ling Chang (R-Diamond Bar) 
introduced Assembly Bill 388, 
legislation to ensure that funds 
generated by Proposition 41 are 
spent efficiently and effectively.  

AB 388 will place a requirement 
on those who receive Prop 41 
generated funds to report on 
the effectiveness of their hous-
ing programs for homeless and 
low-income veterans. 

“$600 million dollars is a large 

Diamond Bar   
Council Recap
By Raymond Mendoza

Diamond Bar – Diamond 
Bar’s City Council met on Feb. 
17 for its last meeting of the 
month, with heavy consideration 
being given to the Grand Avenue 
Beautification Project.

Before that, the Council over-
heard the schedule of future 
events which included a Plan-
ning Commission meeting on 
Feb. 24, a Parks and Recreation 
Commission meeting on Feb. 26, 
and the next City Council meet-
ing on March 3.

The Council then moved onto 

see Council Page 8

La Verne 
Double 
Homicide Still 
Unsolved

see Homicide Page 3
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Assemblywoman Ling Ling Chang, 
55th District

Staff Reports

Pomona  – On Dec. 26, at 
approximately 1 p.m., Armie Troy 
Isom, 89, and his wife, Shirley 
Isom, 74, were brutally mur-
dered inside their home in the 
300 block of Roughrider Road in 
La Verne.  Near the time of the 
murder, neighbors saw a white 
or Hispanic man in his late 20s 
or early 30s, dressed in a dark 
hooded jacket and carrying a 
large backpack on his shoulders, 
leaving the hillside community.

The Los Angeles County 

Photo Courtesy:  ipawz.com

A microchip reader shows this pup is protected.
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cost veterinary clinics – including 
the installation of microchips (now 
a requirement, along with licensing, 
for dogs over four months of age) 
– will need to be made available.  In 
addition, the sales restriction of dogs 
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Repair and Towing
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By Michael Armijo

Once again, I’m above the tavern 
in the office where I attend grief 
therapy sessions.  And just like on 
my previous visits, I am leaving 
with a lot of things to contemplate.  
I’m unsure of what I learned at this 
particular session, as it was awash 
in emotion.

We touched on the fact that it was 
my sister’s birthday.  This particular 
sister is one of six that I have, and 
she passed away a few years ago.  
Her heart gave out and she suc-
cumbed to her addictions. The way 
that she departed from our lives 
always left such a void; I loved her 
very much, and I feel like I should 
have tried to help her more.

My sister not only left us, she left 
her own children behind as well.  
What saddens me even more is that 
while she was here, she stayed in 
a bad marriage for so many years.  
Even though my sister eventually 
found the courage to walk away, 
her life still ended tragically.

I blame this on the way that we 
were brought up.  With all of the 
dysfunction and abuse we endured, 
my parents never split up.  I believe 
this subconsciously taught us to 
stay married despite unhappiness.  
Our low self-esteem made leaving 
or being left too fearful.  

I have everything I’ve ever want-
ed:  an easy job, my dream car, a 
home by the beach, money in the 
bank, and a loving family.  Yet I con-
tinue to try and fill a hole that seems 
without end.  You can search for 
someone or something to make you 
feel complete, even when you don’t 
understand what is missing.

Above the tavern I am learning 
what will fill that void.  I feel like I’m 
on the brink of finding answers and 
solutions.  I hope you find what is 
missing in your life, too.

Above The 
Tavern Again
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By K.P. Sander

On Mon., Feb. 16, we cel-
ebrated the legacy of all United 
States Presidents, from the origi-
nal, George Washington, to the 
present, Barack Obama.

According to Wikipedia, there 
have been have been 44 presi-
dencies, but 43 men sworn into 
office (Grover Cleveland served 
two non-consecutive terms as 
22nd and 24th presidents).  

The youngest president to 
serve was Theodore Roosevelt, 
who was sworn in at 42; the oldest 
was Ronald Regan, who was 69.  
The average age of our presidents 

Did You Know?
on inauguration day is 55.

Four of our nation’s presidents 
died of natural causes while in 
office (Harrison, Taylor, Harding 
and F.D. Roosevelt).  William 
Henry Harrison spent just 32 days 
in office in 1841, and Franklin 
D. Roosevelt was not only the 
longest-serving president at over 
12 years, but he was the only 
president to have served more 
than two terms.  He died shortly 
into his fourth term in 1945. A 
constitutional amendment limited 
the number of terms to two after 
Harry Truman in 1953.

17 U.S. presidents have been 
reelected to a second term in 
office; three of those men were 
unable to complete those terms 
- two due to assassination, and 
one due to resignation.  Richard 
Nixon is the only president to have 
resigned from office.  Overall, four 

of our nation’s presidents were 
assassinated:  Lincoln, Garfield, 
McKinley and Kennedy.

The celebration honoring our 
U.S. Presidents was originally 
established to honor George 
Washington, who at the time was 
venerated as the most important 
figure in American history, ac-
cording to History.com.  In 1879, 
President Hayes signed the date 
into law, and it was traditionally 
celebrated on Feb. 22, Washing-
ton’s actual birthday.  

The shift from Washington’s 
Birthday to Presidents Day began 
in the late 1960s, and it officially 
became known as President’s 
Day as part of the Uniform Mon-
day Holiday Act – celebrated on 
the third Monday each February 
– passed by Congress in 1971.  

Melissa Aguilera contributed to 
this story.

“You have only one way to 
convince others; listen to 
them.”  - G. Washington

By Randi Hauser

Feb. 18 is National Tooth Fairy 
Day. I bet you’re saying, “Yeah, 
so?”   

Did you know that the con-
cept behind the Tooth Fairy has 
been evolving for years? Sure, 
the details of the mythological 
tale are far less familiar than 
those of Santa Claus and the 
Easter Bunny, but many families 
all across North America still 
practice the tradition of giving 
their child money for each baby 
tooth lost. 

Many countries around the 
world have varying beliefs re-
garding the symbolism of their 

National Toothfairy Day Is Upon Us!
children’s teeth, with traditions 
beginning centuries ago. In Eu-
rope, for example, the tradition 
was to bury the children’s baby 
teeth in the yard as they fell out. 
One purpose of this was to pre-
vent witches from getting them, 
as it was believed that if a witch 
got a hold of a child’s tooth, they 
could gain control of the child. 
Other cultures believed that 
children’s teeth were good luck. 
Men wore the teeth on a string 
around their necks as they went 
to battle.  

The concept behind giving 
children money for lost teeth 
began in Europe. At this time, 
money was only given for every 

sixth tooth lost. Parents, don’t 
you wish this was the tradition 
now? Those teeth are costing a 
pretty penny these days.

In 1927, the three-act playlet, 
“The Tooth Fairy,” by Esther Wat-
kins Arnold presented a visual 
image to go along with the myth.  
Popular Disney movies, such 
as “Pinocchio” and “Cinderella,” 
helped to encourage the concept 
behind a magical fairy granting 
wishes. 

Today, when a child loses a 
tooth, they place it under their pil-
low in a small pouch or envelope. 
Sometime during the night, the 
“Tooth Fairy,” (aka Mom and/or 
Dad), swaps out anywhere from 

25 cents to a whopping five 
bucks for the tooth.  The price 
can vary according to type (is 
a molar more valuable than a 
bicuspid?), or it can fall some-
where in line with what a 6 or 
7-year old thinks is “a lot”.

Whatever tradition you follow, 
a little-known fact is that the 
Tooth Fairy can actually be used 
as a bribe to get your children 
to brush and floss their teeth.  
Tooth Fairies don’t pay for teeth 
with cavities!

Happy National Tooth Fairy 
Day! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

San Gabriel’s First Lunar 
New Year Festival

When:  Sun., Feb. 15; 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.

Where:  San Gabriel Mission 
District, 320 S. Mission Drive, 
San Gabriel 91776

Details:  This free commu-
nity event will have food, music, 
dancing, merchants, a beer/wine 
garden, and much more.

Contact:  www.sglunarnew-
year.org

Financial Literacy Course
When: Mon., Feb. 16, 1 to 5 

p.m.
Where:  Chino Hills Commu-

nity Center, 14250 Peyton Drive, 
Chino Hills

Details:  The Inland Fair Hous-
ing and Mediation Board (IF-
HMB) is offering a financial liter-
acy course, “Invest in Yourself.” 
The class will provide information 
to help participants learn how to 
understand their cash flow and 
improve how they handle their 
finances. The course is free.

Contact:  Luz Segovia, (909) 
984-2254, x. 118.  

Kids’ Night Out
When:  Feb. 21; Mar. 21; Apr. 

18; May 16; Jun. 20; Jul. 18; 6 
to 9 p.m.

Where:  Chino Youth Museum, 
13191 6th St., Chino

Details:  Participants enjoy 
a fun Saturday evening at the 
Museum while parents enjoy a 
nice evening out.  Art projects, 
games, dinner – all with a caring 
staff.  Ages 4 to 10.  $12 mem-
bers/$15 general.  Pre-registra-
tion is required.

Contact: (909) 334.3270 dur-
ing normal operating hours, 
Wed. – Sun., 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
or visit www.chinoyouthmuseum.
com.

Free Tax Return Services
When:  Feb. 21, 28; Mar. 7, 14, 

21; Apr. 11 – 8 a.m. to Noon

Where:  Ganesha High School, 
1151 Fairplex Drive, Room 12, 
Pomona

Details:  IRS-certified volun-
teer students who have been 
officially trained and tested in 
current tax law will offer free 
tax return preparation services 
to community members during 
eight Saturday sessions.  No 
appointment is necessary; the 
service is available to those 
whose annual income is $53,000 
or less.

Contact:  Jackie Jones, (909) 
397-4400, ext. 30012.

San Gabriel Valley Orchid 
Hobbyists

When:  Thurs., Feb. 19; 7:30 
p.m.

Where:  Los Angeles County 
Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin Ave., 
Arcadia

Details:  Learn how to grow 
orchids in Southern California, 
and get a private tour of the 
greenhouses at the Huntington 
Library.

Contact:  www.SGVOH.org
Pomona Inner City Home-

less Ministry Dinner
When:  The 4th Saturday 

monthly:  Feb., 28, Mar. 28
Where:  First Baptist Church 

of Pomona, 601 N. Garey Ave., 
Pomona

Details:  Come help serve the 
homeless and economically dis-
advantaged at monthly dinners.  
Volunteers meet in E202 (2nd 
Floor) at 12 noon for prayer/de-
votion, followed by orientation, 
clothing and hygiene kit distribu-
tion, and instruction for serving 
dinner to the homeless.  Ministry 
ends by 4:30 p.m.

First Friday Food Trucks
When:  Mar. 6; May 1; June 5; 

July 3; Aug. 7; Sept. 11; Oct. 2; 
Nov. 6; Dec. 4

Where:  WVUSD, Parking Lot, 
880 S. Lemon Ave., Walnut

Details:  Enjoy gourmet food, 
great weather and good friends 
while supporting education!  
Truck line-up:  The Slummin’ 

Gourmet; Piaggio; Me So Hun-
gry; Street Food; Bakery Truck.

Chino DairyAire 5K & Fun 
Run

When:  Sat., Mar. 7
Where:  Ruben S. Ayala Park, 

5575 Edison Ave., Chino
Details:  This community event 

helps raise funds for the Chino 
Youth Museum.  Register before 
March 1: 5K $30/Fun Run $10; 
register on or after March 2: 5K 
$35/Fun Run $15.  Pre-register 
today at www.dairyaire5k.race-
wire.com. USATF Certified 5K 
Course.

Diamond Bar Birthday & 
Business Showcase

When:  Sat., Apr. 11; 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Where:  Pantera Park, 738 
Pantera Drive, Diamond Bar

Details:  Be part of the DB 
Birthday Celebration by getting 
a booth at the Business Show-
case.  Over 6,000 attendees!  
Sign up while premium exhibitor 
space is still available.  

Contact:  www.diamondbarca.
gov/bday

Chino Corporate Challenge
When:  May 2 - 15
Where:  City of Chino
Details:  Commit your com-

pany and yourself to a healthier 
lifestyle by joining the two week 
event where company teams 
can complete with other local 
businesses in a variety of games, 
including Kickball, Bunco, Soft-
ball.

Contact:  Carolyn Owens, 
Community Center, (909) 334-
3258; email communityser-
vices@cityofchino.org; or visit 
the website at www.chinocorpo-
ratechallenge.com

Irwindale 35th Annual Golf 
Tournament

When:  Thurs., May 7; 10 a.m. 
Registration; 11:30 a.m. Shotgun 
Start; 5:30 p.m. Catered Recep-
tion Dinner

Where:  Sierra La Verne Coun-
try Club

Community Events

Corner of Nogales and Amar next to Papa Johns

Details:  The tournament is 
open to every level of golfer 
and offers an invigorating day of 
business networking, socializing 
and sporting fun. Registration is 
limited to 144 players and sells 
out every year.

Contact:  Call the Chamber 
office at (626) 960-6606, or visit 
www.irwindalechamber.org

REGULAR EVENTS:

Alcohol and Addiction Inter-
vention Information

When: Third Tuesday, month-
ly; 6 p.m.

Where:  Aurora Charter Oak 
Hospital, 1161 E. Covina Blvd., 
Covina

Details:  Free information 
sessions about the intervention 
process, a powerful tool to com-
bat alcoholism and addiction.  
Attendees can expect to learn 
what the intervention process 
consists of, when an intervention 
is appropriate, and what local 
resources are available.  Space 
is limited and reservations are 
recommended.

Contact:  Call (626) 859-5269, 

or visit www.charteroakhospital.
com.

Free Acupuncture for Vet-
erans, Active Military, First 
Responders

When: Every Tuesday at 5 p.m.
Where: 12598 Central Avenue, 

Unit 113, Chino, CA 91710.
Cost: Free
Contact: (909) 590-4183 or 

www.healingcirclecommunitya-
cupuncture.com

Jack Newe’s Farmers Market 
sponsored by SGV Regional 
Chamber of Commerce

When: Every Saturday from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Where: Mt. San Antonio Col-
lege Campus, Parking Lot B, 
1100 N. Grand Avenue, Walnut 
CA 91789

Cost: Free Admission/Park-
ing 

Features: Seasonal organic 
produce, breads and cakes, 
olive oils, cheese and spreads, 
a variety of nursery plants, hand-
crafted items and jewelry, fresh-
popped Kettle Corn and grilled 
food plates.

Contact: (909) 869-0701
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La Verne double homicide still unsolved

Sheriff’s Department’s Homicide 
Bureau, along with Deputies 
from the San Dimas station, FBI, 
COP Bureau, and the Pomona 
Police Department conducted 
a Vehicle Canvass Operation 
on Fri., Feb. 13 in the City of 
Pomona in an effort to find pos-
sible witnesses who may have 
knowledge regarding the per-
son of interest (see composite 
sketch), or anything to do with 
this case.  Deputies also con-
tacted passengers aboard the 
San Bernardino Metrolink line 
at the same time.

Detectives are seeking the 
public’s assistance by asking 
anyone with information to con-
tact the Sheriff’s Homicide Bu-
reau at (323) 890-5500.  Those 
wishing to remain anonymous 
can call Crime Stoppers at (800) 
222-8477.

Homicide from page 1

Image Courtesy:  L.A. County Sheriff’s Department

Composite sketch of the Person of Interest in the Isom double murder 
investigation.
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Desert Hot Springs, has been 
charged with one count each of 
oral copulation of a child under 
14, human trafficking of a victim 
under 18, conspiracy, lewd acts 
with a child under 14, and aiding 
to avoid the arrest of another. 
Yoder entered pleas of not guilty 
to all charges at his arraignment 
on Feb. 9.  If convicted as cur-
rently charged, Yoder faces a 
maximum of 35 years to life in 
prison. 

Erick Alan Monsivais, 29, of 
Los Angeles, has been charged 
with four counts of sexual inter-
course or sodomy with a victim 
10 years old or younger, three 
counts of oral copulation by 
force or fear of a child under 14, 
and one count each of lewd acts 
on a minor under 14 by force or 
fear and of human trafficking of 
a victim under 18. Monsivais 
entered pleas of not guilty to 

3 men charged in human trafficking porn ring
IE from page 1

Exp. 03/13/15 Exp. 03/13/15 Exp. 03/13/15

Exp. 03/13/15

all counts at his arraignment 
on Feb. 5.  If convicted as cur-
rently charged, Monsivais faces 
a maximum of 167 years to life 
in prison. 

William Clyde Thompson, 
54, of Las Vegas, Nevada, has 
been charged with one count 
each of sexual intercourse or 
sodomy with a victim 10 years 
old or younger, oral copulation 
or sexual penetration with a 
victim 10 or younger, sexual as-
sault of a child under 14, lewd 
and lascivious acts against a 
child under 14, procurement of 
a child under 16 for lewd and 
lascivious acts, human traffick-
ing of a victim under 18, use of 
a minor to perform prohibited 
acts, sending or bringing into 
the state child pornography, 
and conspiracy to commit child 
pornography. There also will be 
a sentencing enhancement of 
multiple victims. Thompson is 
currently being held in federal 
custody in Nevada. Because of 
his federal case status, his ar-

raignment in Riverside County 
has not yet been scheduled. If 
convicted as currently charged 
in Riverside County, Thompson 
faces a maximum sentence of 
85 years to life in prison. 

The Riverside County Sexual 
Assault and Felony Enforce-
ment/Internet Crimes Against 
Children (SAFE/ICAC) task 
force began an investigation 
into this case on Jan. 28, after 
receiving information from the 
National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children about the ar-
rest of Thompson in Nevada. 

Among the items seized by 
authorities subsequent to the 
arrest was Thompson’s cellular 
phone, on which was found the 
phone numbers for Yoder and 
Monsivais. Investigators believe 
that Yoder was paid by Thomp-
son to recruit minor boys to be 
photographed for use in child 
pornography.

On Jan. 30, investigators 
determined that Yoder had 
adopted sons and was a li-

censed foster care provider in 
Riverside County. It was also 
discovered that Yoder worked 
as a special education teach-
er’s assistant at Desert Hot 
Springs High School in the Palm 
Springs Unified School District 
(PSUSD). PSUSD is said to be 
cooperating completely with the 
District Attorney’s Office and all 
law enforcement officials.

Riverside County District 
Attorney, Mike Hestrin, said, 
“The District Attorney’s Office is 
committed to doing everything 
we can do to ensure that those 
who prey upon our children are 
brought to justice and to ensure 
that our children are safe.” 

Authorities believe it is possi-
ble that there may be additional 
victims who investigators are not 
aware of. Anyone who believes 
they may have had suspicious 
or illegal contact with any of 
these defendants is asked to 
call the SAFE/ICAC task force 
toll-free at (866) SAFE595 or 
(866) 723-3595.

By Ginny Grimsley

You just had a flat tire along a dark 
country road. Luckily, you down-
loaded a flashlight app into your cell 
phone and now can put it to use.  But 
that flashlight, handy as it is, may be 
just one of many doors you unwit-
tingly opened to let spies take up 
residence inside your phone.

“Most free flashlight apps are 
creepware,” says Gary S. Miliefsky, 
CEO of SnoopWall (www.snoopwall.
com), a company that specializes in 
cybersecurity.  Creepware is mal-
ware that spies on you and your on-
line behavior, and could pass along 
information to others.

For example, Goldenshores Tech-
nologies, the company behind the 
popular “Brightest Flashlight Free” 
app for Android phones, agreed in 
2013 to settle the Federal Trade 
Commission’s charges that the soft-
ware secretly supplied cell phone 
locations to advertising networks and 
other third parties.

The problem doesn’t begin and 
end with flashlight apps, though. 
Many seemingly innocuous apps that 
people carry around with them on 
their mobile devices have the capa-
bility to eavesdrop on their activities.

“Consumers trust first and verify 
never,” Miliefsky says. “As a result, 
most of their Smartphones are in-
fected with malware that they trust 
in the form of some kind of useful 
app or game.”

Miliefsky offers these tips for oust-
ing those spies inside the phone:

• First, assume you’ve already 
been compromised. It’s nice to think 
all is probably well, but most likely 
it’s not. Somewhere in the phone 
the spies are at work and it’s time 
to take the privacy behaviors and 
privacy policies of these apps more 
seriously.

• Verify the behavior and priva-
cy risks for apps before installing 
them. Do some research and ask 
the question: “Why does this app 
need GPS, microphone, webcam, 
contacts, etc.?” Most apps don’t 
need these ports unless they want 
to invade your privacy, Miliefsky says. 
Find an alternative before installing 
risky apps.

• Do a Smartphone version of 
spring cleaning. Delete all the apps 
you don’t use that often. Replace 
the apps that take advantage of too 
many of your privacy settings, such 
as GPS, phone and text message 
logs, with similar apps that don’t.

• Turn off WiFi, Bluetooth, Near 
Field Communication and GPS 
except when you need them. That 
way, Miliefsky says, if you are at a 
local coffee shop or in a shopping 
mall, no one can spy using nearby 
(proximity) hacking attack. They 
also can’t track where you were and 
where you are going on GPS.

• Check to see if your email 
has put a tracer on you and your 
phone. “If you use a Google email 
account and have an Android phone, 
you’d be surprised that even with 
your GPS off, it’s tracking your every 
move,” Miliefsky says. You need to 
go into the phone’s settings to turn 
off that tracking feature, he says. 
In your Android phone, go to “set-
tings,” then “location.” Select “Google 
location reporting” and set “location 
history” to off.

The Spies In 
Your Phone

YOUR AD 
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Advanced from page 1

Advanced Improvements provides comfort

tions for Riverside, Orange, San 
Bernardino, San Diego and Los 
Angeles counties.  

Advanced Improvements’ mis-
sion is to build top quality home 
and office improvement projects 
on time, with exemplary cus-
tomer service, and within your 
budget.  Right now, Advanced 
Improvements is offering spe-
cials and discounts on a variety 
of their products.

Solar:  Whether you’re looking 
to go completely off the power 
grid, or just reduce your carbon 
footprint, Advanced Improve-
ments can help by providing you 
with solar solutions.  They offer 
both solar electric (photovoltaic) 

and solar thermal (solar water 
heating) technologies.  The aver-
age solar system pays for itself in 
as little as four years.  When you 
fit your home for solar, you can 
receive up to 30% in tax credits, 
and Advanced Improvements 
has 2.99% financing options 
available for solar upgrades 
(OAC).

Water Heating:  Advanced 
Improvements carries a full line 
of different models and types of 
water heaters.  They offer every-
thing from traditional tanks and 
tankless, to the new hybrids and 
eco-friendly solar water heat-
ers.  Advanced Improvements 
specializes in tankless water 
heaters, claiming the title of the 
largest tankless water heater in-
stallation company in the nation.  
They have installed over 10,000 

tankless water heaters over the 
last ten years.  Take advantage 
of their $500 discount coupon on 
a Rheem Tankless Water Heater, 
or $100 discount on a Rheem 
Tank Water Heater.

Water Filtration: Advanced 
Improvements offers water 
filtration systems that protect 
against hardness elements, 
iron, rust, sediment, and a va-
riety of other substances that 
may be present in your water.  
Their systems are high flow and 
low maintenance machines that 
are designed for optimum per-
formance.  Ask about their $500 
discount coupon for Anti-Scale 
and Carbon Water Filtration 
systems.

Heating and Air:  Advanced 
Improvements has trained pro-
fessionals that provide expert 

Chino Hills: “getting 2 zero”
Zero from page 1

by already introducing this com-
passionate and common sense 
approach to the community.

In fact, Chino Hills has launched 
a dog microchip rebate program as 
an important component of their 
“Getting 2 Zero” plan.  Microchips 
– an easily injectable GPS-like 
tracker – helps reunite pets that be-
come lost with their owners.  Now 
a requirement of dog ownership, 
Chino Hills will provide a rebate of 
up to $30 for dogs that are properly 
licensed through the Inland Valley 
Humane Society, and registered to 
a Chino Hills Address.  

According to the City of Chino 

Hills website, the dog’s microchip 
must be registered with the micro-
chip company, and the expenses 
incurred after Oct. 28, 2014.  This 
rebate program is funded through 
the City’s General Fund as part of 
Animal Control Services.  Resi-
dents can bring their dog license 
paperwork, the microchip receipt 
and proof of registration to Chino 
Hills City Hall (14000 City Center 
Drive).  The rebate check will be 
delivered in approximately 15 days 
after approval.

If you are considering becoming 
a pet owner, or getting a com-
panion for a pet already part of 

and cats at Chino Hills pet stores and 
the Municipal Code legislation ban-
ning the sale of unhealthy puppy mill 
and cat factory animals also helps to 
encourage adoption.

The Inland Valley Humane Soci-
ety has recently adopted a strategy 
to eliminate euthanasia in healthy 
and adoptable animals, and a 
multitude of local cities have been 
contacted with the request to adopt 
the policy.  Kudos go to Chino Hills 
for being way ahead of the game 
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your family, take a look 
at your local shelter.  
There are dogs and 
cats of every age and 
breed, just waiting and 
hoping to become part 
of a loving home en-
vironment.  The City 
of Chino Hills and the 
Inland Valley Humane 
Society have imple-
mented programs to 
make adoption a viable 
and positive choice.

Ask your city if they 
are part of the “Getting 2 Zero” 
program.  For more information, 

please contact the City of Chino 
Hills at (909) 364-2714.

analyses, top quality equip-
ment, and skilled installation or 
repair of your heating and air 
conditioning equipment.  They 
can give your home a heating or 
cooling system that is not only 
reliable, but efficient.  They also 
offer heat pumps, gas furnaces, 
package units, air handlers, 
and cooling coils.  Their current 
heating special will allow you to 
get $1,500 off in factory rebates 
for qualifying systems.  Also, 
ask about their $75 special for 
a winter tune-up for your current 
system.

Go Green:  You can GO 
GREEN with Advanced Improve-
ments, as they provide eco-
friendly, energy saving, green 
products for your home and 
business.  They can help you 
go completely independent with 

solar power, replace your heat-
ing and cooling system with a 
new high-efficiency unit, or lower 
your energy usage by installing 
a tankless water heater.

Advanced Improvements 
stands behind their products 
and services and is committed to 
excellence.  They are also com-
mitted to the community.  Owners 
Jason and Athena Hayes have 
lived in Eastvale for over seven 
years, and as homeowners, they 
love to see Eastvale flourish. 
Advanced Improvements has 
been the platinum sponsor for 
the Eastvale Community Foun-
dation’s Annual Golf Tourna-
ments, and they will continue to 
invest in the City and support its 
growth.  Make sure to ask about 
their $500 discount coupon for 
Eastvale residents only.



Walnut Hills Village
Merchant Directory
(area code is 909)

$1 Drinks..........................................................869-8632
20/20 Vision Optometry....................................468-9622
4G Verizon Wireless.........................................595-9109
50% Cleaners....................................................444-1111
Allstate Insurance.............................................468-1495
Art Nails............................................................594-5080
Asian Kitchen Express.....................................345-8587
Bin Bin Konjac..................................................594-2832
Burger King......................................................468-3672
Clearwater Bagels............................................598-4332
Dollar Tree........................................................468-4850
East West Bank................................................869-7232
Electric Beach Tanning.....................................839-1992
GNC Vitamins...................................................869-7272
International School of Montessori...................594-8172
Baby Elephant Thai Cuisine.............................595-3034
MJ Café & Teahouse........................................612-7480
Max Loan Center..............................................702-8889
Newen’s Beauty Salon.....................................598-8394
Re/Max Good Life Realty.................................598-5151
Royal Florist.....................................................718-0688
Sake Sushi.......................................................594-5221
School Connection...........................................594-1873
Skyline Dental / Harvey Chen, DDS.................595-1800
Smoke Town.....................................................468-5816
Stater Bros.......................................................598-6534
The UPS Store.................................................444-1303
US Taekwondo.................................................595-9222
Vapor Junkies...................................................595-0255
Wags to Whiskers............................................594-4092
Yummy House..................................................468-4991

Walnut Hills Village
20747 Amar Road, Walnut

(1/2 block west of Grand Avenue)
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a) Do you want to get a higher interest rate than what your bank is currently 
 offering?
b) Would you like the ability to borrow against your savings, pay the loan interest 
 to yourself, and be allowed to pay back your loan at your convenience, on a 
 tax free basis?
c) Are you tired of losing money on risky investments sold to you on best case 
 assumptions?
d) Would you like to remove some, if not all of the risk and volatility from your 
 current investment portfolio, and no longer have to depend on the trend of 
 stock market?
e) Would you like to protect the gains in your corporate and municipal bond 
 portfolios against an eventual rise in interest rates that would negatively 
 affect the market value of your bonds?
f) Would you prefer a guaranteed rate of return from an institution that’s been 
 around and accountable for over 150 years? A company that has delivered 
 their promise even through the Great Depression, the 1920’s stock market 
 crash, 2 World Wars, and the recent financial crisis and bank failures of the 
 1980’s and 1990’s?
g) Do you want to participate in a time tested process that will provide you with 
 guaranteed cash flow to enable you to have a more predictable retirement 
 without risks or assumptions?
h) Do you want to maintain the same lifestyle once you have retired without 
 disrupting your legacy for your family?

It you’ve answered “YES” to any of the 
questions above, let’s talk about it. Please 
contact me to schedule a complimentary 
consultation. Money must reside somewhere. 
When viewed in light of all the alternatives, it 
is essential that we take time to make sure 
that our money resides where it benefits us 
most, now and in the future. Let’s talk.

The ABCs Of 
A More 

Confident Future

(800) 536-9991
Paid Advertisement

Call Eddie



Assemblywoman Chang seeks accountability  
for veteran funding

sum of money which will create 
real possibilities when it comes 
to providing homes to men and 
women who have served our 
country,” said Chang. “I think 
that when it comes to helping 
our veterans we should make 
sure that we are doing all that 
we can.  I am confident that the 
voters who approved these bond 
funds will agree that account-
ability is necessary in order to 
make sure we are helping as 
many veterans as possible.” 

Vets from page 1
Proposition 41 was approved 

by voters in June 2014, author-
izing $600 million in bonds.  
Those funds will be allocated 
to various local governments 
and non-profits in order to 
provide multi-family housing to 
low-income veterans and sup-
portive housing for homeless 
veterans.   While the language 
of Prop 41 imposes reporting 
requirements on the Depart-
ment of Housing and Com-
munity Development as well 
as the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, AB 388 strengthens 
the efficiency of reporting by 
requiring those who receive 

Council from page 1

Diamond Bar council recap

approve all items on its consent 
calendar, which included the min-
utes for the Council meeting on 
Feb. 3; the Parks and Recreation 
Commission minutes on Nov. 20; 
the ratification of a check register 
dated Jan. 29 through Feb. 11 
in the amount of $1,246,456.02; 
the award of contract to ICG, 
Inc. in an amount not to exceed 
$49,750 for the design of the 
Steep Canyon Connector Trail 
and the Pantera Park Trail; an 
award of contract to Ortco, Inc. 
for the removal and replacement 
of playground surfacing at Maple 
Hill, Ronald Reagan and Pantera 

amount of $165,014 from fis-
cal year 2014-15 Grand Av-
enue Beautification CIP budget; 
adopting the resolution for ap-
proving plans and specifica-
tions and establishing a project 
payment account, rejecting the 
lowest bidder and awarding the 
construction contract for the 
project to All American Asphalt 
in the amount of $1,939,190, 
with a contingency of $193,900, 
for a total of $2,132,900.

After the final item was ap-
proved, the Council entered its 
committee reports and adjourned 
for the evening with plans to 
meet at 6:30 p.m. on March 3 
at the Diamond Bar City Coun-
cil chambers at 21865 Copley 
Drive.

the funds to demonstrate the 
effectiveness of their housing 
programs.  

Chang added, “It is shame-
ful that veterans who serve our 

country come home and end 
up sleeping in shelters or under 

Towing from page 1

Top quality auto body repair and towing

Coach takes great pride in their 
quality service reputation and 
understands the importance of 
automotive safety. Their highly 
trained, certified mechanical 
technicians take great care of 
every vehicle they service.  And 
with a 16,000 square foot “state 
of the art” collision repair shop 
and one acre adjacent stor-
age space, California Coach is 
well-equipped to take care of 
all of your auto collision needs, 
including:
•  Estimating

•  Complete Auto Repair, Auto 
Body and Paint
•  Frame, Unibody and Metal 
Repair/Replacement
•  General Repair
•  Refinishing
•  24-Hour Emergency Roadside 
Assistance
•  Towing (Light, Medium and 
Heavy Duty, and Recovery)
•  AAA Battery Service Program
•  Battery Jumps
•  Tire Changes, and much more!

California Coach has earned a 
reputation for courteous service, 
high standards, and extremely 
high customer satisfaction rat-
ings since they opened in 1998.  
Most new customers are a result 

of referrals by happy customers, 
and this is a standing they don’t 
take for granted.  They under-
stand the stress associated with 
an accident or tow, and their goal 
is to take care of your car and 
reduce your frustration.  They 
will work hard to restore your 
car to its original condition and 
keep you updated throughout the 
process; and all insurance claims 
are welcome.

In partnership with Mercury 
Insurance Group and Diamond 
Honda of Puente Hills (as an ap-
proved repair facility), California 
Coach is also ASE certified, and 
a AAA Roadside Assistance Pro-
vider and Patrol.  They are also 

members of the California Auto 
Body Association, the California 
Tow Truck association, and the 
Walnut Sheriff’s Booster Club.  

California Coach Auto Colli-
sion is located at 22064 Valley 
Blvd. in Walnut. Body Shop 
hours are Monday through Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Satur-
day, 9 a.m. to 12 noon. You can 
reach them at (909) 595-9448, 
or (909) 595-6970 for their 24-
hour towing service. For more 
information visit their website at 
www.calcoachautobodytowing.
com, or send them an email at 
info@CalCoachAutoBodyTow-
ing.com.  And see their ad on 
page 8 of this publication.
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Councilman 
Charged With 
Campaign 
Sign Theft

est, who, at the time of the crime, 
was serving as Mayor Pro Tem for 
the City of Lake Forest, is charged 
with one misdemeanor count of 
petty theft and one misdemeanor 
count of receiving stolen property. 
He is also charged with violating a 
Lake Forest Municipal Code sec-
tion regarding campaign signs. If 
convicted, he faces a maximum 
sentence of one year in jail. 

According to the Orange County 
District Attorney’s office, on Oct. 9, 
2014, at approximately 2 a.m., Nick 
is accused of driving and parking 
his vehicle in a no-parking zone at 
the intersection of Bake Parkway 
and Trabuco Road in Lake Forest. 
He is accused of instructing a fellow 
passenger to get out of the car and 
remove a campaign sign on public 
display that belonged to Lake For-
est Councilman, Scott Voights.

An Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department (OCSD) vehicle was 
patrolling the area at the time and 
approached Nick’s car. Nick is 
accused of possessing approxi-
mately ten other signs belonging to 
Voights, found stored in the back of 
his vehicle when OCSD conducted 
a search.

In 2014, Councilman Nick 
amended the Lake Forest Sign 
Code to allow for harsher penal-
ties for those who tamper with or 
remove campaign signs without 
permission, and requested that 
a violation of this municipal code 
section be prosecutable as a mis-
demeanor.

Nick is scheduled to be ar-
raigned on Mar. 2, at the Harbor 
Justice Center in Newport Beach.

Photo Courtesy:  Facebook

Adam Nick

Free 
In Home Estimates
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Parks in an amount not to exceed 
$66,856.10, plus 10% contingen-
cy of $6,685.61 for unexpected 
conditions; approval of notice of 
completion for the traffic signal 
battery back-up system project; 
adoption of a resolution author-
izing participation in the National 
Intergovernmental Purchasing 
Alliance to purchase janitorial 
supplies for City facilities from 
Waxie Sanitary Supply as dis-
tributor for network services in an 
amount not to exceed $65,000; 
and the award of contract to And 
1 to officiate the City’s youth and 
adult basketball programs for the 
period of Sept. 14 through June 
30 in an amount not to exceed 
$35,000.

Finally, the Council adopted 

the last item on the consent 
calendar for the award of two 
items for the Grand Avenue 
Beautification Project. The first 
being the construction admin-
istration services contract to 
Onward Engineering in the 
amount of $114,855, plus a 
contingency amount of $10,000, 
and appropriate Prop C sav-
ings of $53,000 from fiscal year 
2014-15 Arterial Zone 1 CIP 
budget, Prop A exchange funds 
savings of $44,000 from fiscal 
year 2014-15 Residential Area 
2 CIP budget, Prop C savings of 
$100,000 from fiscal year 2014-
15 Dial-A-Cab Transit program, 
Gas Tax Savings in the amount 
of $180,000, and Unrestricted 
Traffic Mitigation Funds in the 

freeway overpasses.  I want to 
know that the programs that 
are put in place to help them 
are working and that we are 
showing them the gratitude they 
deserve.” 

The 55th Assembly District 
contains parts of Los Angeles, 
Orange and San Bernardino 
Counties. It includes the cities of 
Diamond Bar, Walnut, City of In-
dustry, Rowland Heights, West 
Covina, Brea, La Habra, La 
Habra Heights, Placentia, Yorba 
Linda, Covina, and Chino Hills. 
Follow Assemblywoman Chang 
on Twitter @AsmL2Chang

“I think that when it 
comes to helping our 
veterans, we should 
make sure that we are 
doing all that we can.”

-Ling Ling Chang

Exp. 2/28/2015



Straight Talk With Danice

Home Sweet Home
By Pastor Mark Hopper

My wife and 
I bought our 
f i r s t  h o u s e 
in Arizona in 
1975.  It was 
a brand new 
tract home on 
the west side of Tucson with 
about 1,200 square feet under 
the roof.  We were thrilled.

I had finished graduate school 
without any debt.  But, we also 
didn’t have any money.  My 
starting salary at our first church 
was $1,000 a month, so buying a 
house was a big step of faith.

When I asked one of the 
church leaders if he thought 
we should try to buy a house, 
he thought it was a good idea 
but added, “I worry about those 
monthly payments”.  The prin-
ciple, interest, taxes and insur-
ance were just under $300 a 
month!

Where would we get the mon-
ey for a down payment?  I think 
we needed about $1,200 down to 
buy the house.  The realtor sug-
gested that we look into my wife’s 
school retirement fund.  She 
had taught school for two years 
in Dallas, Texas, while I was in 
graduate school. We discovered 
that she had about $1,000 in 

her retirement account that we 
could use. Both of our parents 
and my grandmother gave us 
some money, and we were able 
to make the down payment and 
become home owners.

When you buy a new home, 
you discover that you lack just 
about everything you need to get 
started.  We didn’t own a rake or 
shovel or garden hose.  We did 
not own a washing machine or 
dryer.  But, we were excited to 
have a house.

The washing machine was 
a top priority since we had an 
8-month old child in diapers. In 
those days, parents still used 
real cloth diapers. Since we 
didn’t have the money to buy 
a dryer, we discovered that a 
clothes line worked just fine in 
the dry Arizona climate.

The landscaping provided by 
the builder included five one-gal-
lon plants, two five-gallon plants 
and gravel to cover the front 
yard.  It wasn’t much, but we 
were thrilled to have a house.

During the 13 years that we 
lived in Tucson, we added three 
more children to our family.  We 
also built two room additions to 
the house.  First, we added a 
large family room to the back of 
the house.  Later, we added a 
new master bedroom and bath 

to the side of the house.  As our 
family grew, our house grew, 
too.

During the whole home buying 
process, we saw God provide 
in some remarkable ways.  We 
had no idea how we could afford 
a house or how we would find 
the money to make the down 
payment.

We also saw God provide 
money for a back yard fence 
through a tax rebate program for 
first-time home buyers.  A used 
clothes dryer was provided by 
some friends who were replac-
ing their old one.  Later, a dish 
washer was provided through 
someone who was remodeling 
their kitchen.

There is a wonderful verse in 
the Bible that says, “My God will 
supply all your needs according 
to His riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus,” (Philippians 4:19). We 
have seen this principle to be 
true many times in our married 
lives, and especially when we 
bought our first home!

Pastor Mark Hopper is from 
the Evangelical Free Church of 
Diamond Bar, 3255 South Dia-
mond Bar Ave. Sunday services 
are 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. For 
more information, call (909) 594-
7604 or visit www.efreedb.org.

Happy Birthday Mom
By Nancy Stoops

This week is my mom’s 90th 
birthday, and so I dedicate this 
one to my won-
derful mom. 

She is such 
an amazing 
woman.  No 
matter what 
life throws her 
way, she just keeps going.  She 
has lost both of her sons and 
her husband but she refuses 
to give up, and I admire her so.  
She tries to enjoy each day and 
does it with a positive attitude.  
I know it’s that attitude that has 
kept her alive. 

Let me tell you about my 
mother’s heart.  She is so lov-
ing, kind, and is always giving to 
others.  She’ll always lend an ear 
to hear somebody else’s troubles 
and is just such a good human 
being.  She’s very generous with 
what she has and would never let 

anybody go without.  She’s con-
tinually helping her friends and 
her family.  She just wants the 
people she loves to have what 
they need and to be happy.

I’m very proud to have this 
wonderful woman as my mom.  
She has taught me many valu-
able lessons and has always 
been there for me.  As a little 
girl, she told me I could fly, and 
I believed her.  She taught me 
there are no limits for what I can 
become and what I can do in this 
world.  She always praised me 
so that I would grow into a confi-
dent woman, and it worked.  

So, Mom, I thank you for be-
lieving in me and teaching me to 
believe in myself.  It was those 
lessons I know have enabled 
me to become a successful hu-
man being. It was your words 
that made me never give up 
and settle.  I want you to know I 
wouldn’t be who I am without all 
of your love, guidance, encour-

agement, support, and all of the 
faith you have always had in me.  
I want you to know that it is an 
honor to be your daughter, and 
that every year you are here with 
me is a gift!

This article was written by 
Nancy Stoops M.A., M.F.T.  Nan-
cy is a licensed Marriage and 
Family Therapist.  She has a 
private practice in Diamond Bar 
and is currently accepting new 
clients; she is also a motivational 
speaker who can inspire your 
employees or group members.  
Nancy runs free family support 
groups, including a group on loss 
for seniors, and groups on how to 
manage anger. For more informa-
tion about any of these services 
feel free to contact her at (909) 
229-0727, or via email at nan-
cyjstoops@verizon.net.  Nancy’s 
books, “Midnight the Therapy 
Dog,” and “Live, Heal and Grow,” 
are available at Amazon.com.

By Danice Akiyoshi, N.D.

Dear Dr. Akiyoshi:
I am very attracted in my 

friend’s ex-girl-
friend.  They 
broke up over 
a month ago, 
and I can tell 
she’s looking 
at me in a new 
way, too.  We all go to the same 
gym.  I don’t want to hurt my 
friend, but I want to ask her out.   
How should I approach this?

-J.S.

Dear J. S.:
This is a tricky situation.  

I’ve seen it go well, and I’ve 

seen it go horribly wrong.  I 
have a few questions for you 
to consider.  Are both parties 
completely over each other?  
Are they mature?  Will anyone 
suffer humiliation? Do you 
have mutual friends, therefore 
making the situation awkward?  
Do you want to take the risk of 
losing your friend over a new 
person to date?  Has enough 
time really gone by?  Please 
look ahead a few months into 
the future and decide if you can 
live with the possible conse-
quences that may occur if you 
date your friend’s ex-girlfriend.  
My personal opinion is to wait 
six months.  If you still feel the 
attraction, then approach your 

friend and see what his views 
are, and make your decision at 
that time.  Don’t rush on this if 
you value these relationships.  
Thanks for writing.

-Danice Akiyoshi, N.D.

Danice Akiyoshi is a Natu-
ropathic Doctor and the head 
of Candid Coaching Service. 
She offers personal coaching 
services relating to all types of 
issues and concerns. This is 
a letter she received from an 
anonymous reader. To send a 
question to Danice, email her 
at straighttalk@candidcoach-
ingservices.com. You can also 
visit her website at www.candid-
coachingservices.com.

Feb. 21 - 27, 2015       9Weekly News columnists



oupon
entral

4 Weeks of Ads $160 NO CONTRACTS
NO HIDDEN CHARGES( )
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Ganesha Students Provide Free Tax Prep
By Juliette Funes

Pomona – Tax season is here 
and for those who need assist-
ance completing their returns, 
Ganesha High School business 
and accounting students are 
here to help. 

A group of 12 students are of-
fering free tax preparation serv-
ices to the Pomona community 
now through April 11. They held 
their first session on Feb. 7, and 
are gearing up to hold the next 
one on Sat., Feb. 21.  

This is the third year the stu-
dents – who are IRS-certified 
volunteers, have been officially 
trained and tested in current tax 
law, and can provide assistance 
with a variety of IRS forms and 
schedules – are offering the 
services.

“This is an incredible opportu-
nity for our students to gain real 
life, hands-on experience as ac-
countants, learning what it takes 
to accurately file their clients’ 
returns and helping Pomona 
Unified’s working families in the 
process,” said Pomona Unified 
School District Board President, 
Andrew Wong.

The student volunteers were 
brought together by Ganesha 

High Accounting instructor, Jac-
queline Jones, who has guided 
her students through a rigorous 
qualification process that in-
cludes 20 hours of training. As 
part of the IRS Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) program, 
students must also pass two IRS 
certification exams.

“Our students have shown 
an amazing aptitude to compre-
hend complicated IRS tax code,” 
said Jones, who acts as on-site 
coordinator overseeing and ap-
proving all of the students’ work. 
“They receive valuable work 
experience, as well as college 
credits, and the community also 
benefits through this free serv-
ice. It’s a win-win for everyone.”

Senior Bianca Celis volun-
teered to be a tax preparer due 
to her enthusiasm for numbers 
and math. 

“I’ve always loved numbers 
and I would love to be an ac-
countant and help my family,” 
said Celis, who will graduate in 
June and plans to attend Mt. San 
Antonio College this fall. “My dad 
wants to start his own business 
someday, and I’m definitely inter-
ested in being the bookkeeper.”  

In Ganesha’s year-long ac-
counting program, students learn 

how to record journal entries, 
write checks and prepare bank 
reconciliations, prepare payroll, 
post to the general ledger and 
prepare financial statements.

“Thanks to the unwavering 
commitment of our teachers, our 
students are gaining the knowl-
edge, experience and expertise 
to excel in their chosen academic 
paths while still in high school,” said 
Pomona Unified Superintendent, 
Richard Martinez. “We are proud 
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Ganesha business and accounting students are certified IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) and Tax Counseling 
for the Eldery (TCE) volunteers.

Mt. SAC To Host “Cash For College” Fair
By Mike Taylor

Walnut  – With more than 1,200 
attendees expected, Mt. San Anto-
nio College will offer free financial 
aid assistance to area high school 
seniors and their parents during 
its annual “Cash for College” fair 
on Sat., Feb. 21. The event kicks 
off with opening presentations by 
Congressman Ed Royce, Assem-
bly members Freddie Rodriguez 
and Roger Hernandez, and Sena-
tors Ed Hernandez, Bob Huff, and 

resident cards, and a 2014 federal 
1040 tax return and W-2. If 2014 
information is not available, a 2013 
tax return may be used along with 
2013 W-2 forms. The workshop 
information and assistance can 
be used to apply to any college, 
not just Mt. SAC. 

Information and application 
forms will also be available for 
Admissions, Extended Opportu-
nity and Programs Services, and 
other Mt. SAC student support 
services.

Connie Leyva, starting at 9 a.m. 
in Mt. SAC’s Sophia B. Clarke 
Theater. 

“This event is all about helping 
students fill out the necessary 
financial aid forms by the March 
2 deadline so that they don’t miss 
out on thousands of dollars that 
may be available to them,” said 
Mt. SAC Financial Aid Director, 
Chau Dao.

Cash for College provides 
hands-on assistance to college-
bound students and their parents 

in completing and filing the Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) forms for the 2015-
16 academic year. The event also 
helps students maximize their 
financial aid prospects by meeting 
the March 2 priority financial aid 
filing deadline. Assistance with the 
California Dream Act application 
will also be available. Filing appli-
cations early is recommended. 

Parents and students must 
bring a copy of students’ Social 
Security cards or permanent 

Nearly 40 Percent Of Walmart Workers To Get Pay Raises
thousands of workers at its U.S. 
division a 17 percent average 
raise to $10.76 an hour. And 
clothing chain Gap Inc. raised 
its minimum hourly wage of 
employees to $9 last year and 
$10 this year.

Walmart has faced growing 
pressure by organized labor 
groups to raise its starting hourly 
wages to $15 and provide work-
ers with more consistent hours. 
With its changes, the compa-
ny’s average full-time wage for 
worker will be $13 an hour, up 
from $12.85. For part-time work-
ers, the hourly wage will be $10, 
up from $9.48.

That’s below the $14.65 aver-
age that hourly retail workers 
in a non-supervisory role earn, 
according to government data 
that includes people who work 
at auto dealers and other outlets 
that would likely pay more than 
discounters like Walmart. But 
it’s above the $9.93 average 
hourly pay for cashiers and low 
level retail sales staff, according 
to Hay Group’s survey of 140 
retailers with annual sales of 
$500 million.

By Juliette Funes

Pomona – Walmart Stores 
Inc. is spending $1 billion to 
make changes to how it pays 
and trains hourly workers as 
the embattled retailer tries to 
reshape the image that its stores 
offer dead-end jobs.

As part of its biggest invest-
ment in worker training and pay 
ever, Walmart told The Associ-
ated Press that within the next 
six months it will give raises 
to about 500,000 workers, or 
nearly 40 percent of its 1.3 mil-
lion employees. Walmart follows 
other retailers that have boosted 
hourly pay recently, but because 
it’s the nation’s largest private 
employer, the impact of its move 
will be more closely watched.

In addition to raises, Walmart 
said it plans to make changes 
to how workers are scheduled 
and add training programs for 
sales staff so that employees 
can more easily map out their 
future at the company.

“We are trying to create a 
meritocracy where you can start 
somewhere and end up just as 
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Walmart’s Corporate Headquarters, 
Bentonville, AR

that they are learning the skills to 
help our community, and I want to 
thank them for their efforts.” 

Sessions will take place 
from 8 a.m. to noon in Room 
12 of Ganesha High School, 
1151 Fairplex Drive, Pomona, 
and be held on Feb. 21, 28; 
Mar. 7, 14, 21; and Apr. 11.  

Appointments are not re-
quired. Those who wish to drop 
off their returns and pick them up 
later may do so.

Filers must bring W-2 forms, a 
copy of a 2013 tax return, social 
security card, proof of identifica-
tion, information for other income 
and proof of foreign status if ap-
plying for ITIN. Additional items 
may be required. Some returns 
may be referred to a professional 
tax preparer.

For more information or to 
obtain a full list of required pa-
perwork, contact Jones at (909) 
397-4400, ext. 30012.

A free continental breakfast and 
lunch will be provided, and par-
ticipants may also be eligible for 
a $1,500 scholarship sponsored 
through the California Student Aid 
Commission. 

For more information or to 
make a reservation, call the Mt. 
SAC Financial Aid Office at (909) 
274- 4457, email for more infor-
mation at scholarships@mtsac.
edu, or make a reservation online 
at http://www.mtsac.edu/financial-
aid/cashfair.html.

Ed Lazear, a Stanford Univer-
sity economics professor who 
served as an informal adviser 
to Walmart during the past year 
for the program, applauded 
Walmart’s moves.

“It’s positioning itself to be 
competitive,” he said. “This is a 
step in the right direction.”

McMillon, whose first job at 
Walmart was an hourly position 
loading trucks during college, 
said the company is making 
the changes in both wages 
and training because it realizes 
it needs to do more than just 
pay more. In a survey Walmart 
conducted of 24,000 workers, it 
found that many don’t know how 
to move up at Walmart.

McMillon, who became CEO 
last year, said he’s hoping that if 
the company invests in its work-
ers, they will provide better cus-
tomer service. And ultimately, 
he hopes that will encourage 
shoppers to spend more.

“We want to make it really 
clear that working at Walmart 
is a great opportunity,” he said. 
“Time will tell what the signifi-
cance of the decisions will be.”

high as your hard work and your 
capacity will enable you to go,” 
CEO Doug McMillon told the AP 
during an interview this week at 
the company’s headquarters in 
Bentonville, Arkansas.

The changes, which Walmart 
announced Thurs., Feb. 19, as it 
reported fourth quarter results, 
come at a time when there’s 
growing concern for the plight of 
the nation’s hourly workers.

Thousands of hourly work-

ers and their supporters have 
staged protests across the 
country in the past couple of 
years to call attention to their 
financial struggles. Business 
groups and politicians have 
jumped into the fray, debating a 
proposal by President Obama 
to raise the federal minimum 
wage from $7.25 to $10.10 an 
hour. And a new Associated 
Press-GfK poll found that most 
Americans support increasing 
the minimum wage.

At the same time, the com-
petition for retail workers is 
becoming increasingly stiff. 
As shoppers get more mobile 
savvy, retailers are seeking 
sales staff that’s more skilled 
at customer service. But in the 
improving economy, the most 
desirable retail workers feel 
more confident in hopping from 
job to job.

Walmart, which has strug-
gled for two years with slug-
gish sales, follows other big 
retailers that have announced 
plans to increase pay for its 
workers. Swedish home furnish-
ings retailer Ikea this year gave 
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