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Staff Reports

Chino Hills – On Thurs., June 
25, Chino Hills Deputies arrest-
ed a carjacking couple and were 
able to recover the victims’ ve-
hicle, money, stolen electronics 
and cell phone, as well as the 
firearm used in the crime.

According to the San Ber-

By Raymond Mendoza

Walnut – The City Council 
started its June 24 meeting by 
honoring Mt. SAC softball play-
er of the year, Celina Felix, who 
plays catcher for the local com-
munity college.  Mayor Nancy 
Tragarz said she and the other 
council members were proud to 
have Felix play for Mt. SAC and 
represent the City of Walnut. 
Tragarz congratulated her on 
her accomplishments and also 
encouraged other young adults 

IE News

see OC page 11

see IE page 6
see Arrest page 8

see Council page 5

CHPD Arrest 
Two In 
Carjacking

Walnut 
Council 
Recap

Sheriff’s 
HOPE Helps 
Homeless 
Mother And 
Children
Staff Reports

Victorville – On Thurs., 
June 25, HOPE Team Depu-
ties were contacted by Jeremy 
George from the Victor Valley 
Rescue Mission in reference 
to a woman, Tijuana Frank-
lin, who came to their shower 

Senator calls Mandatory 
Vaccination SB 277 an 
“Unwarranted Insertion 
of Government” –  
Brown makes it a law

Nation’s 
Birthday 
Celebrated 
With A Bang
Staff Reports

Santa Ana – Join the May-
or and City Council for family 
style fun and a spectacular 
fireworks show at the City of 
Santa Ana’s 2015 Indepen-
dence Day Celebration.  The 
event will be held at Centenni-
al Park on Sat., July 4, from 4 

Law doesn’t need to be 
as complicated as some 
firms make it out to be

Carjacking couple 
arrested after elaborate 
crime spree

see OnStar page 6

Staff Reports

San Dimas – On Sun., June 
28, Los Angeles County Sher-
iff’s Deputies responded to the 
500 block of W. Arrow Highway 
regarding a carjacking call.

The victim, a 74-year old 
man, told Deputies that he was 
yanked out of his 2015 Chevy 

OnStar Helps To Stop Carjacking

Image Courtesy:  Google

Happy Independence Day from Our Weekly News!  Have a safe and happy holiday.

see Veto page 5

Staff Reports

Sacramento – Senate Mi-
nority Leader Bob Huff (R-San 
Dimas) called on Governor 
Jerry Brown to veto mandatory 
childhood vaccination legisla-

tion headed for the Governor’s 
desk after passing off the Sen-
ate Floor on Mon., June 29.  In 
a veto request letter sent to the 
Governor, Senator Huff called 

Huff’s Attempts To Veto Bill In Vain

Image Courtesy:  Wikipedia

see Alamo page 8

Staff Reports

Walnut – You’re a busy person with 
a lot to do.  You need a car wash, an 
oil change, a haircut, and you haven’t 
even had lunch yet.  You could run all 
over town trying to get all of this done, 
or you could get it all done at one stop: 
Alamo Car Wash and Detail Center.

Dan Gerstner and his wife, Sylvia, 

Summer Details At Alamo Car Wash

If you want to see the difference in the 
way Alamo Car Wash and Detail Cen-
ter can make your car look and run, visit 
them at 784 N. Nogales Street in Walnut.  
For more information, including business 
hours, call them at (626) 965-7922.see APEX page 8

Apex Lawyers, Inc.

By Claire Lewis

Apex Lawyers, Inc. is a full service 
boutique law firm that strongly believes 

Apex Lawyers, Inc. is located at 21671 
Gateway Center Drive, Suite 108, in 
Diamond Bar.  They can be reached at 
(909) 860-0342, or visit www.apexlaw-
inc.com for more information.  See their 
ad on page 7.

OC News
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Teenagers spend a good 

chunk of their learning time 
immersed in such subjects as 
algebra, history, biology and 
geography.  But the march 
toward a successful and sat-
isfying adulthood involves 
more than the ability to add 
numbers or read and analyze 
complex material.

Equally vital are skills that 
help young people develop 
character and give them the 
courage and fortitude to deal 
with the many challenges life 
will throw at them. During the 
physical, emotional and intel-
lectual explosions of the ado-
lescent years, it’s critical that 
teenagers develop a belief in 
their own ability to succeed.  
People who truly believe they 
can perform well are more 
likely to view difficult tasks 
as something to be mastered 
rather than something to be 
avoided.

Skills and values that help 
lead adolescents to a more 
satisfying life can range from 
respecting their parents to 
understanding that making 
mistakes is part of life. Here 
are just five of the many skills 
that can make a difference:

Pick Up Your Copy!
In addition to delivering to homes and businesses, copies of our papers are also available at these locations:

WALNUT
20/20 Vision
20687-6 Amar Road
(909) 468-9622

Alamo Hand Car Wash
784 N. Nogales St.
(800) 952-2792

Animal Hospital
20670 E. Carrey Rd
(909) 594-1737

Clearwater Bagel
20747 E. Amar Rd.
(909) 598-4332 

Donut Tree
388 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 595-5337

Daily Donuts
18766 Amar Rd.
(626) 913-1074

Farmer Insurance
378 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 869-1077

Starbucks
505-A  A Grand Ave.
(909) 598-4459

UPS
20687 Amar Rd # 2
(909) 444-1303

Walnut City Hall 
21201 La Puente Rd.
(909) 595-7543

Walnut Hills Optometry 
18736 E. Amar Rd.
(909) 594-1153

Walnut Library
21155 La Puente Rd.
(909) 595-0757

Walnut Sheriff’s Station
21695 Valley Blvd.
(626) 913-1715

DIAMOND BAR
Barro’s Pizza
21000 Golden Springs
(909) 598-2871

Chino Hills Pharmacy
2140 Grand Ave Ste 130
(909) 364-9244

Chopstix House
3938 Grand Ave.
(909) 590-3688

Crossroads Urgent Care
3110 Chino Ave Ste 150-B
(909) 630-7868

Planet Beach
13890 Peyton Dr # C
(909) 465-9911

Senior Baja
3908 Grand Ave. #A
(909) 902-5110

Taco Factory
3277 Grand Ave.
(909) 464-9943

CHINO
Chino Commercial Bank
14345 Pipeline Ave.
(909) 393-8880

Hair Perfect
20747 E. Amar Ave.
(909) 598-8394

Lemon Creek Cleaners
360 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 594-7504

NY Pizzeria
364 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 594-5000

Osuna’s Mexican Food
18746 Amar Road
(626) 810-4101

Post Box Plus
382 N. Lemon Ave.
(909) 595-5924

Shane Chiropractic
20803 Valley Blvd #103
(909) 598-2111

Senior Center 
21215 La Puente
(909) 598-6200

Diamond Bar City Hall
21825 Copley Drive
(909) 839-7000

Diamond Mail & Shipping
1249 S. Diamond Bar Blvd.
(909) 861-1290

It’s A Grind
1223 S. Diamond Bar Blvd
(909) 396-0577

Taco Factory
1123 Grand Ave.
(909) 396-5373

Paco’s Tacos
1131 Brea Canyon Rd.
(909) 595-0044

The Whole Enchilada
1114 S. Diamond Bar Blvd.
(909) 861-5340

CHINO HILLS
Chino Hills Car Wash
Grand Ave/Peyton
(909) 464-8286

How to lead a successful 
and satisfying life

Did You 
Know?
By K.P. Sander

Fourth of July – fireworks, 
picnic, barbeques, parades, 
vacations…baseball, hot dogs 
and apple pie!  Our nation’s 
birthday is cause for celebra-
tion and remembering that our 
freedom was hard won and is 
much cherished.

Imagine the celebration com-
memorating the adoption of the 
Declaration of Independence 
back on July 4, 1776.  The le-
gal separation of the original 
Thirteen Colonies from Great 
Britain happened just two days 
earlier, and the American Revo-
lution finally had its reward.

According to Wikipedia, the 
Second Continental Congress 
voted to approve a resolution of 
independence, and a poignant 
statement – penned principal-
ly by Thomas Jefferson – was 
brought forth to forever capture 
the decision:

“We hold these truths to be 
self-event, that all men are 
created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights that 
among these are Life, Liberty 
and the Pursuit of Happiness.”

These words contained in 
the Declaration are so powerful 
that they have been called “one 
of the best-known sentences 
in the English language [con-
taining] the most potent and 
consequential words in Ameri-
can History.”  Abraham Lincoln 
made this view of human rights 
the foundation of his political 
philosophy.

Interestingly enough, three 
of our nation’s founding fathers 
- who became U.S. Presidents - 
died on July 4: good friends John 
Adams and Thomas Jefferson 
died within five hours of each 
other in 1826 (on the 50th Anni-
versary of Independence Day); 
and James Monroe in 1831.

The Declaration of Indepen-
dence became the cornerstone 
of building this great nation, and 
the political upheaval rejecting 
the authority of the British mon-
archy became victorious in the 
founding of the United States of 
America.  

This Fourth of July, remem-
ber our history and those that 
gave all for our freedom and in-
dependence.

•	Learn to listen. The will-
ingness to listen is a direct 
reflection of how much we 
value each other.  Nothing 
teaches young people more 
about how to become good 
listeners than having a men-
tor or other adult who con-
sistently and intently listens 
to them.  The ability to listen 
with intention and compas-
sion creates and enhances 
qualities like curiosity, empa-
thy and altruism.

•	Understand and manage 
stress. Recent research in-
dicates that the adolescent 
brain is highly sensitive to 
stress.  It is essential that 
young people understand the 
role stress plays in their lives 
and the difference between 
healthy and unhealthy out-
lets for handling that stress. 
Healthy outlets for stress in-
clude exercise, talking, cry-
ing, creative pursuits and 
venting anger through words 
and exercise in safe envi-
ronments. Unhealthy outlets 
include withdrawing and bot-
tling up feelings, overeating 
or restricting food, inappropri-
ate aggressive behavior, rely-
ing on passive activities like 
TV and video games, alcohol 
and drug use, premature sex-
ual activity, and blaming oth-
ers.

•	Embrace anger. Young 
people (and perhaps adults 
as well) who want to achieve 

success often try to keep a lid 
on negative emotions.  De-
spondent individuals can find 
relief when they are given 
permission to appropriately 
vent their anger and frustra-
tion.    

•	Reject the victim mentali-
ty. Many young people strug-
gle at times with feeling like 
victims. That especially can 
be the case for those grow-
ing up in poverty.  In truth, 
they often are victimized.  
They may live in a danger-
ous neighborhood with highly 
stressed and single-parent 
families, and every day they 
are confronted with the harsh 
realities of poverty.  The chal-
lenge is for young people to 
separate their experience of 
literally being a victim from 
the tendency to develop a 
victim mentality. They can’t 
control the former, but they 
can control the latter.

•	Value humor. Adoles-
cents are turned off by sar-
casm from adults, but they 
have a great appreciation for 
humor. Learning to laugh at 
one’s self is an important skill 
for us all.

Linda Mornell is the founder 
of Summer Search (www.sum-
mersearch.org), a nonprofit 
organization that provides dis-
advantaged young people with 
challenging summer opportu-
nities and life-changing men-
toring.

Image Courtesy:  Bill of Rights Institute

Five Skills Adolescents Need 
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Community Events
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Chino Family Market Night
When: Wednesdays, now 
through Aug. 19, 5 to 8:30 p.m.
Where: City Hall lawn; 13220 
Central Ave., Chino
Details:  Entertainment, activ-
ities and food, appropriate for 
all ages
Contact: (909) 334-3258 for 
more information (including 
vendor set up)

Summer Smiles - Summer 
Day Camp 2015
When:  Now through Aug. 19, 
Mon. – Fri., 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Where:  Mt. Calvary Lutheran 
School, 23300 Golden Springs 
Drive, Diamond Bar
Contact:  Call Director, John 
Battaglia, (909) 861-2740, 
ext. 4

Free Summer Lunch Program
When:  Now through Aug. 21; 
Mon. – Fri., 12 to 1 p.m. (sub-
ject to change on Tues/Thurs).
Where:  Community Building 
Park, 5443 B St., Chino; and 
Monte Vista Park, 13196 Monte 
Vista Ave., Chino
Details:  Children 18 and 
younger are welcome to enjoy 
a free, nutritious lunch with fun 
activities this summer.  The City 
of Chino is providing this in col-
laboration with the USDA and 
the California Department of 
Education.

To The Point Summer Dance 
Camp
When:  Advanced – July 6 to 
10, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Intensive 
– July 6 to17, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where:  To The Pointe Dance 
Productions, 14058 Euclid 
Ave., Bldg. A, Chino, 91710.
Details:  Advanced (7 – 12 
years) $150 ($140 by July 1); 
Intensive (13 – 20 years) $275 
($265 by July 1); bring healthy 
snacks/lunch, plenty of water; 
dress code.
Contact:  Call (909) 628-4242, 
or visit ttpdance.org 

West Covina Movies in the Park
Where:  Civic Center Court-
yard, 1444 W. Garvey Ave; and 
Shadow Oak Park, 2121 Shad-
ow Oak Drive; West Covina
Details:  Join the City of West 
Covina and the West Covina 
Firefighters’ Association for 
a FREE family event series.  
Bring your family, friends and 
a blanket and enjoy a relaxing 
evening under the stars.
July 07 - How to Train Your 
Dragon 2 (Civic Center)  
July 14 - Rio 2 (Civic Center)   
July 21 - Big Hero 6 (Shadow 
Oak)
Contact:  (626) 919-6966 or 
visit www.westcovina.org for 
more information.

Baldwin Park Summer Con-
cert Series
Where:  Cesar E. Chavez 

Amphitheater (inside Morgan 
Park), 4100 Baldwin Park Blvd., 
BP; 7 p.m.
Details:  Bring the whole family 
to enjoy this summer concerts, 
free to the public.
July 09 – DSB (Journey Tribute 
Band)
July 16 – MALO (Latin Rock)
July 23 – Mariachi Divas (Fe-
male Mariachi Band)
July 30 – Brenton Wood (Soul 
& Oldies)
Contact:  Department of Recre-
ation and Community Services, 
(626) 813-5245

Free Summer Movie Nights
When:  Fri., July 10: “Tangled;” 
and Fri., Aug. 7: “Planes - Fire 
& Rescue;” beginning at 6:30 
p.m.
Where:  Evangelical Free 
Church of Diamond Bar, 3255 
S. Diamond Bar Blvd.
Details:  Enjoy a great evening 
with free pizza, popcorn, juice 
and candy - perfect for the 
whole family.
Contact:  For more information, 
call (909) 594-7604.

Pomona Police Great Campout
When:  July 10-11
Where:  Pomona Fairplex
Details:  Applications are now 
being accepted for kids ages 
9 – 12 to stay overnight in a 
safe environment promoting 
responsibility, respect and pos-
itive decision making.  Limited 
to 300 registrants.  All campers 
receive a new sleeping bag, 
dinner and breakfast.  
Contact:  Applications are be-
ing accepted daily at the Po-
mona Police Department, (909) 
620-2318; or at the City Hall 
Community Program (Mon. – 
Thurs., 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.).

Kids’ Night Out
When:  Jul. 18; 6 to 9 p.m.
Where:  Chino Youth Museum, 
13191 6th St., Chino	
Details:  Participants enjoy a 
fun Saturday evening at the 
Museum while parents enjoy 
a nice evening out.  Art proj-
ects, games, dinner – all with 
a caring staff.  Ages 4 to 10.  
$12 members/$15 general.  
Pre-registration is required.

Place an ad in The Weekly News 
4 Ads start at $160 · Call (909) 464-1200

Contact: (909) 334.3270 during 
normal operating hours, Wed. – 
Sun., 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; or visit 
chinoyouthmuseum.com.

Vacation Bible School
When: July 20 to 24 (mornings)
Where:  Faith Lutheran Church, 
505 East Bonita Ave., San Di-
mas
Details:  Children K through 6th 
Grade will learn about “Everest: 
Conquering Challenges With 
God’s Mighty Power.” $30 per 
student; $50 max per family.
Contact:  Lia Gyore at (909) 
962-7060; email liagyore@hot-
mail.com; or visit www.faithsd.
net.

Pomona Inner City Homeless 
Ministry Dinner
When:  The 4th Saturday 
monthly: July 25, Aug. 22, Sept. 
26, Oct. 24, Nov. 28, Dec. 26.
Where:  First Baptist Church of 
Pomona, 601 N. Garey Ave., 
Pomona
Details:  Come help serve the 
homeless and economically dis-
advantaged at monthly dinners.  
Volunteers meet in E202 (2nd 
Floor) at 12 noon for prayer/de-
votion, followed by orientation, 
clothing and hygiene kit distribu-
tion, and instruction for serving 
dinner to the homeless.  Minis-
try ends by 4:30 p.m.

First Friday Food Trucks
When:  Aug. 7; Sept. 11; Oct. 2; 
Nov. 6; Dec. 4
Where:  WVUSD, Parking 
Lot, 880 S. Lemon Ave., Wal-
nut	
Details:  Enjoy gourmet food, 
great weather and good friends 
while supporting education!  
Truck line-up:  The Slummin’ 
Gourmet; Piaggio; Me So Hun-
gry; Street Food; Bakery Truck.

Quartermania
When:  Sat., Sept. 12; noon to 
3 p.m.
Where:  Heritage Park Center, 
2900 S. Brea Canyon Rd., Di-
amond Bar
Details:  Help support academ-
ic scholarships and enjoy Suds, 
Spuds & Vino!  There will be 
great things to bid on for just 
quarters, along with a delicious 

lunch and tasty beverages – all 
for just $20 (bring extra cash to 
exchange for quarters).  Lots of 
fun!
Contact:  (909) 525-8828 to 
RSVP; or send check or money 
order to Diamond Bar Woman’s 
Club, PO Box 4035, DB 91765.

REGULAR EVENTS:

Alcohol and Addiction Inter-
vention Information
When: Third Tuesday, monthly; 
6 p.m.
Where:  Aurora Charter Oak 
Hospital, 1161 E. Covina Blvd., 
Covina
Details:  Free information ses-
sions about the intervention 
process, a powerful tool to 
combat alcoholism and addic-
tion.  Attendees can expect 
to learn what the intervention 
process consists of, when an 
intervention is appropriate, and 
what local resources are avail-
able.  Space is limited and res-
ervations are recommended.
Contact:  Call (626) 859-5269, 
or visit www.charteroakhospi-
tal.com.

Free Acupuncture for Veter-
ans, Active Military, First Re-
sponders
When: Every Tuesday at 5 p.m.
Where: 12598 Central Avenue, 
Unit 113, Chino, CA 91710.
Cost: Free
Contact: (909) 590-4183 or 
www.healingcirclecommuni-
tyacupuncture.com

Jack Newe’s Farmers Market 
sponsored by SGV Regional 
Chamber of Commerce
When: Every Saturday from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Mt. San Antonio Col-
lege Campus, Parking Lot B, 
1100 N. Grand Avenue, Walnut 
CA 91789
Cost: Free Admission/Parking 
Features: Seasonal organic 
produce, breads and cakes, 
olive oils, cheese and spreads, 
a variety of nursery plants, 
hand-crafted items and jewelry, 
fresh-popped Kettle Corn and 
grilled food plates.
Contact: (909) 869-0701

NO JOB IS TOO SMALL!

CONCRETE
Quality Work

For Your Budget
909-728-6800

Free Estimates • 30 Years Exp.

Driveways, Color Stamping, Brick & Block,
Basketball Courts, Foundation, Tractor Work (Demo)
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$1 Drinks	 869-8632
20/20 Vision Optometry	 468-9622
4G Verizon Wireless	 595-9109
50% Cleaners	 444-1111
Allstate Insurance	 468-1495
Art Nails	 594-5080
Asian Kitchen Express	 345-8587
Bin Bin Konjac	 594-2832
Burger King	 468-3672
Clearwater Bagels	 598-4332
Dollar Tree	 468-4850
East West Bank	 869-7232
Electric Beach Tanning	 839-1992
GNC Vitamins	 869-7272
International School of Montessori	 594-8172
Baby Elephant Thai Cuisine	 595-3034
MJ Café & Teahouse	 612-7480
Newen’s Beauty Salon	 598-8394
Royal Florist	 718-0688
Sake Sushi	 594-5221
School Connection	 594-1873
Skyline Dental / Harvey Chen, DDS	 595-1800
Smoke Town	 468-5816
Stater Bros.	 598-6534
The UPS Store	 444-1303
US Taekwondo	 595-9222
Vapor Junkies	 595-0255
Wags to Whiskers	 594-4092
Yummy House	 468-4991

Walnut Hills Village
Merchant Directory
(area code is 909)

Amar Road

Gr
an

d

MSAC

60 Fwy.

Av
en

ue

57 Fwy.

Walnut Hills Village
20747 Amar Road, Walnut

(1/2 block west of Grand Avenue)

EXP 7/31/15 EXP 7/31/15 EXP 7/31/15

7/31/15

ADS
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Walnut council recap

in the City to remain active in 
sports.

The Council then approved 
the minutes for the May 12 
Budget Workshop, and the May 
27 and June 10 City Council 
meetings, before moving onto 
the Public Hearing section.

Both Public Hearing items 
were approved by the Council, 
the first being an ordinance for 
small residential rooftop solar 
energy systems and inspec-
tions, while the second was for 
an adoption of the 2015 Con-
gestion Management Program 
local development report.

The Council approved sev-
eral of the items on its Con-
sent Calendar, including Res-
olution No. 15-34 for claims 
and demands in the amount 
of $644,478.84; the California 
Public Employees Retirement 
System (CalPERS) unfund-
ed pension liability lump sum 
repayment; the appropriation 
for post-employment benefits 
(OPEB) fund; the approval of 
agreement between the Los 
Angeles Gateway Region In-
tegrated Regional Water Man-
agement Joint Powers Author-
ity and the City of Walnut for 
cost sharing for the NPDES 
permit requiring monitoring of 
harbor toxic pollutants; and the 
approval of a one-year con-
tract with Continental Building 
Maintenance, Inc. for City-wide 
janitorial services with no rate 
increases.

The Council also spoke 
about a license agreement be-
tween the City of Walnut and 
Verizon Wireless, over the es-
tablishment of a new telecom-
munications facility. The topic 
had been brought to the atten-
tion of the Council before, and 
was met with extreme opposi-
tion from Walnut residents.

Many residents attended 
the City Council meeting just 
to speak out against the place-
ment of the  telecommunica-
tions facility, which was planned 
at Snow Creek Drive (in Snow 
Creek Park), with concerns 
about health, safety and lack of 
need for the facility. After much 
discussion, the Council decid-
ed to continue its discussion on 
the item, with the possibility of 
a different location. The Coun-
cil approved to discuss the item 
during its July 22 meeting.

The Council also denied the 
Great Enlightenment Lotus So-
ciety use of the Walnut Senior 
Center, which was its final Con-
sent Calendar item.

Next, the Council approved 
the 2015-16 Walnut Succes-
sor Agency Budget totaling 
$3,969,290, before hearing 
from the Mt. San Antonio Col-
lege Development Task Force. 
Community Development Di-
rector, Tom Weiner, outlined 
the proceedings of the task 
force, which has 15 Walnut res-
idents meeting two times each 
month to speak about issues 
concerning Mt. SAC. The task 
force asked for $6,000 from the 
City’s general fund reserves 
for a City-wide mail notification 
about the college’s proposed 
parking structure, and for the 
Council to continue to fight Mt. 
SAC from taking legislative 
steps in Sacramento allowing 
the College to make construc-
tion efforts a reality with less 
residential involvement. How-
ever, the Council baulked at the 
$6,000 price tag and instead 
agreed to have the City’s staff 
look into alternate cost saving 
measures that would inform the 
public about Mt. SAC and its 
construction plans.

The Council then adjourned 
with plans to meet on July 8, at 
7 p.m., in the Council Cham-
bers at 21201 La Puente Road.

Council from page 1

CH Construction Project

City of Chino Hills

Chino Hills – The 
second phase of major 
road improvements 
on Butterfield 
Ranch Road be-
gan on Mon., June 
29, when Hardy and 
Harper, the City’s contractor, 
started the process of rehabilitat-
ing and paving the roadway be-
tween Shady View Drive and the 
Vila Borba residential project, as 
part of a $950,000 project. 

During the week of July 6 to 
10, the contractor will repave 
the roadway with asphalt over-
lay. One lane of travel will be 
maintained in each direction at 
all times. Once the paving is 

completed, traffic signal loops 
will be reinstalled, striping will 

be added, and a buffer bike 
lane will be striped to pro-
vide a three-foot buffer be-
tween cyclists and traffic. 

The project started in 
April with the installation 
of accessible sidewalk 
ramps in compliance 

with the Americans 
with Disabilities 
Act. 
The first phase 

of the project repaved 
Butterfield Ranch Road 

from Pine Avenue north to So-
quel Canyon Parkway last sum-
mer. The final phase will reha-
bilitate and repave the section 
in front of the Vila Borba project 
once the developer completes 
work in the roadway. 

The overall project will con-
struct over $1.8 million in street 
improvements and is funded by 
the Gas Tax. 

Major paving work on 
Butterfield Ranch Road 
now in effect

Veto from page 1

Huff’s 
attempt to 
veto bill

SB 277 an “unwarranted in-
sertion of government into an 
area that has rightly been the 
domain of parents.”

“The sweeping nature of SB 
277 is all the more problematic 
when one considers the actual 
magnitude of the recent mea-
sles outbreak that spawned the 
bill,” wrote Senator Huff in his 
veto request to the Governor. 
“In a state of nearly 39 million 
people, only 131 measles cases 
are likely linked to this outbreak. 
This can hardly be considered a 
breakdown of ‘herd immunity.’”

Senator Huff also argued 
that the need for SB 277 was 
premature; noting that previous 
legislation introduced by the 
author (AB 2109 in 2012) actu-
ally led to a decrease to the use 
of personal belief exemption 
(PBE) requests. The prudent 
course, Senator Huff stated, is 
to monitor the effectiveness of 
AB 2109 over several years to 
see if PBE usage continues to 
decline.

“If this downward trend does 
not continue, then and only 
then, should an extreme mea-
sure like SB 277 be consid-
ered,” Senator Huff wrote in 
his veto request letter to the 
Governor. “A strong case can 
be made that our current policy 
works. Now is not the time for 
this measure (SB 277).”

Despite the efforts of Sena-
tor Huff and others, Gov. Brown 
signed this legislation into law 
on Tues., June 30. This bill 
eliminates vaccination exemp-
tions based on religious or per-
sonal beliefs and will require all 
children entering kindergarten 
to be vaccinated unless a doc-
tor certifies that a child has a 
medical condition preventing 
it.  The legislation is report-
edly prompted (in part) by an 
outbreak of measles traced to 
the Disneyland Resort late last 
year, and ultimately spread to 
more than 130 people in Cali-
fornia, as well as other states.

 
 

      
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

VIERNES 10 DE JULIO 4:00 pm 
A SABADO 11 DE JULIO 10:00 am 

 en FAIRPLEX 
 Este evento es gratuito para los primeros 

300 aplicantes aprovados 

  POMONA 

KIDS 

AGES 9 to 12 

FRIDAY JULY 10 4:00 pm 
to SATURDAY JULY 11 10:00 am 

at the  FAIRPLEX 
 Free event open to first  
300 approved applicants 

Pick up applications starting May 4 from front desk at the Police Station 
490 W. Mission Blvd. or  Crime Prevention @ City Hall, 2nd Fl 505 S. 
 Garey Ave. Child’s proof of school enrollment or residency is required. 
 
Puede recoger aplicaciones a partir del 4 de Mayo en el Departamento de 
Policia 490 W. Mission Blvd. o en City Hall 505 S. Garey Ave. en el 2do. 
Piso. Comprobante de la escuela y residencia del nino es obligatorio.   

For questions call Pomona Police Crime Prevention Unit at 909-620-2318. Hosted by Pomona PD, City of 
Pomona, Community Engagement & LA Co. Fairplex.  This event is not endorsed or supervised by Pomona Uni-
fied School District.  GREAT-Gang Resistance Education & Training. 
 
Para mas informacion puede hablar a la division de Crime Prevention al 909-620-2318. Este evento esta 
patrocinado por el Departamento de Policia de Pomona, Community Engagement y LA Co. Fairplex. Pomona  
Unified School District no lo patrocina ni lo supervisa. GREAT-Gang Resistance Education & Training. 

SUCCESS isn’t just about what 
you accomplish in your life - 
it’s about what you INSPIRE 

OTHERS to do.
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Birds Don’t Take  
Spring or Summer
                                   Breaks

White-breasted
Nuthatch

For the

Motherload
of Unique Nature Gifts

Carolina
Chickadee

20% Off Your  
Entire Purchase*

* Valid on in-store purchases only. One discount per 
customer. Not valid with other discounts/offers or 
on previous purchases. Not valid on sale items, gift 
cards, optics or Daily Savings Club memberships.
Offer expires 7/31/15.

BIRD FOOD · FEEDERS ·GARDEN ACCENTS ·UNIQUE GIFTS

17611 Yorba Linda Blvd.
Yorba Linda, CA 92886

(714) 985-4928

In response to the worst drought in our history, the State of California is requiring 
residents and businesses across the state to reduce their water use by 25 percent

 Outdoor watering is limited to 2 days per week and 
sprinkler use is limited to no more than 15 minutes per 
irrigation station.

 Lawn or landscape watering is also prohibited between  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 Washing down hard or paved surfaces such as sidewalks 
or driveways is prohibited.

 Watering any landscaped area cannot cause excessive 
water runoff onto hardscape.

 All leaks in water users’ plumbing systems must be 
repaired within 48 hours.

 Using a hose to wash a vehicle is prohibited unless the 
hose has a shut-off nozzle.

 Customers are not allowed to irrigate landscape during 
and 48 hours following measurable precipitation.

 Operating a water feature that does not use recirculated 
water is prohibited.

 Filling ornamental lakes or ponds is prohibited except as 
needed to sustain life.

 Refilling pools and spas more than one 
foot with potable water is prohibited.

MANDATORY REGULATIONS ARE NOW IN EFFECT:

Find us on
facebook

Violation of these restrictions will be subject to penalty.  Recycled water customers are not impacted by the above restrictions.

Find Available Conservation Rebates
 • Turf Removal   

• High-efficiency toilets
 • Rotating sprinkler nozzles 

• Weather-based irrigation controllers 
 • Soil Moisture sensors

Visit SoCalWaterSmart.com for more details

REPORT WATER WASTE:  
Call the Water Waste  

Hotline at 909.348.8228  
or email savewater@wvwd.com

SAVE 
25%

Follow us  
on twitter

Walnut Valley Water District   
271 South Brea Canyon Road, Walnut, CA 91789 • (909) 595-1268  •  www.wvwd.com

Thanks to all those that are conserving!

IE from page 1

program at the Victorville Fair-
grounds. Franklin informed 
George of her current situation 
- living in her car with her 11-
year old son and 9-month old 
daughter.  Franklin is a single 
mother who simply cannot 
stretch her income over the 
course of a whole month. She 
was staying in a hotel up until 
recently, when her money ran 
out. 

Franklin had been pursuing 
assistance on her own for sev-
eral weeks, working with the 
homeless housing navigator 
at the Transitional Assistance 
Department. She was told, 

however, that this program 
will not have funding until af-
ter July 1. The HOPE team 
immediately began contacting 
area service providers, as they 
could not allow Franklin and 
her children to live in their car 
any longer. 

HOPE Deputies contacted 
several organizations that did 
not have room, but were lucky 
when Catholic Charities in 
Apple Valley stepped up and 
were willing to help. Franklin 
was extremely appreciative 
of the help and was guided to 
their office, where she com-
pleted the necessary paper-
work to be assisted. Deputies 
made sure that she had plen-
ty of diapers and formula and 

was directed to seek help from 
the Rescue Mission when crit-
ical items become needed 
again. Franklin was reluctant 
to ask for help and was very 
thankful for this opportunity 
she was given. 

The HOPE Team is thankful 
for people like George, who 
refers the needy to the HOPE 
Team and truly has the heart 
for the less fortunate popu-
lation. A big thank you also 
goes to Alejandra Diaz at High 
Desert Catholic Charities, who 
really came through when no-
body else could. Diaz called 
Deputies to confirm that Frank-
lin will be housed and to thank 
the Sheriff’s Department for 
bringing them together.

Sheriff’s HOPE helps homeless 
mother and children

OnStar helps to stop carjacking
security and safety service, 
which was activated.  Walnut 
Station Sheriff’s Deputies were 
able to locate the vehicle in Di-
amond Bar, and followed it onto 
the southbound 57 Freeway 
where a brief pursuit ensued.

OnStar then remotely dis-
abled the vehicle, causing it to 
slow down to 5 miles per hour.  
The suspect – Joshua Fronti-

no-Deaton – exited the vehicle 
on his own, complied with Dep-
uty orders, and was taken into 
custody.  The pursuit did not re-
sult in any collisions or injuries.  

The victim was treated at a 
local hospital for his injuries.

Frontino-Deaton was ar-
rested for carjacking, and is 
currently being held in lieu of 
$100,000 bail.

Silverado by a white male in his 
20s, who struck him, knocked 
him to the ground, and stomped 
on his head.  The victim fought 
back, but the suspect was able 
to overcome him and drove off 
in his vehicle.

The vehicle had OnStar auto 

OnStar from page 1
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SellYourCasa.com
877.888.SOLD

TOTA L  C O M M I S S I O N

F U L L  S E R V I C E

G i l  R i v e r a
REALTOR®

CalBRE #01213587

GRiveraEmail@gmail.com

Express Yourself: CREATE Something

SarahMariesCreations.com
SarahMariesCreations@hotmail.com

(909) 992-9036

Sarah Marie’s
Creations

/shop/SarahMariesCreations

/SarahMariesCreations

@SarahMariesCreations
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LAW OFFICES OF 
L. DOMINIC CHACON

• Family Law
• Immigration Law
• Corporate Formation
• Criminal Law
• Bankruptcy
• Personal Injury
• Workers Comp

L. Dominic Chacon
Attorney & Counselor at Law

Available 24 Hours

2341 S. Azusa Ave. 
West Covina, CA 91752

210E to 605S to 10E, right at Azusa, 
Azusa and Lamar

Call For Free a Consultation 
Open 24 Hours

LDominicChacon@yahoo.com

Telephone: 
(626) 839-8852 

Fax: 
(626) 839-8013

Alamo Car Wash

opened Alamo more than 18 
years ago, and they have run 
the business with a simple 
philosophy ever since.

“Our philosophy is to always 
have satisfied customers. We 
want them to be satisfied with 
what we do here, and 99.9 
percent of the time, they are,” 
Gerstner said.

Situated in a four-acre 
complex at the corner of No-
gales and Francesca Drive 
in Walnut, Alamo features a 
hand car wash, a Mobil gas 
station and an Xpress Lube 
oil change center, as well as 
restaurants, a beauty salon, 
dentist’s office, locksmith and 
a bookkeeping service.

“We even have a shoesh-
ine guy.  It’s really a one-stop 
shop,” Gerstner said.

Alamo offers full-service 
hand car washes and detail-
ing, which includes waxing, 
buffing and interior cleaning; 
as well as an express wash - 
just $6.95 - for people on the 
go.  And now is the perfect 
time to get your vehicle va-

cation-ready for summer with 
an oil change and detailing to 
help protect against the high 
temperatures.

Asked why people should 
visit Alamo instead of other 
area car washes, Gerstner 
said, “I don’t know what oth-
er car washes do, but I know 
what we do. We’re very picky 
about service and the little de-
tails. And usually, when the 
car comes out, it’s cleaner 
than it’s ever been.”

Package washes are pop-
ular, Gerstner said, especial-
ly the Silver Package Wash.  
It includes an air freshener, 
sealer wax, polish wax, rain-
bow wax, clear coat sealant 
and Armor-All on the tires.

“If people need something 
at the last minute, like greet-
ing cards, we have a wide se-
lection they can choose from 
while they’re waiting for their 
car.  We also carry just about 
any kind of auto accessory 
you might need,” Gerstner 
said.  And, a multi-wash book 
is a great gift for anyone with 
a car.

Alamo’s oil change service 
is also extremely popular, and 

Alamo from page 1
runs just $30.99.

“Our quick lube service is 
very complete and includes 
transmission, power steering, 
brake fluid, cooling system 
and fuel emissions services.  
Plus, oil change customers 
receive a free car wash. 

Gerstner admits that Alamo 
is not the cheapest place to 
have your car washed or ser-
viced, but maintains that the 
services they offer make them 
competitive with just about 
anybody else.

“We offer a higher level of 
service than many other plac-
es, and that’s why we’ve been 
so successful.  People love 
their cars - their car is like 
their baby. We see customers 
who come in twice a week, 
and their cars look clean, but 
they still want them washed 
here,” Gerstner explained.

If you want to see the dif-
ference in the way Alamo Car 
Wash and Detail Center can 
make your car look and run, 
visit them at 784 N. Nogales 
Street in Walnut.  For more in-
formation, including business 
hours, call them at (626) 965-
7922.

APEX from page 1

in forming relationships with 
its clients.  Located in the City 
of Diamond Bar, Apex is dedi-
cated to providing clients with 
the highest quality and most 
cost-effective legal representa-
tion possible.

Apex provides a broad 
range of high quality legal ser-
vices throughout the greater 
Los Angeles, Inland Empire, 

and Orange County areas.  
Because of their expertise, 
they are able to offer legal ser-
vices in the practice areas of 
Landlord/Tenant; Real Estate; 
Business and Commercial; 
Civil Litigation; DUI Defense; 
Immigration; Bankruptcy; Per-
sonal Injury; Family Law, and 
much more.

Apex believes in providing 
big law firm results, and main-
taining strong client relation-
ships.  Contact them today and 

get the answers you’re looking 
for; and ask about their free 
30-minute consultation to help 
determine the best course of 
action according to your situa-
tion.  

Apex Lawyers, Inc. is locat-
ed at 21671 Gateway Center 
Drive, Suite 108, in Diamond 
Bar.  They can be reached at 
(909) 860-0342, or visit www.
apexlawinc.com for more in-
formation.  And see their ad on 
page 7.

Apex Lawyers, Inc.

CHPD arrest two in carjacking
Arrest from page 1

nardino County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Esteban Silva Carril-
lo, 42, of Pomona, and Genesis 
Soto, 24, of Pomona were ar-
rested after an elaborate crime 
spree that spanned from Po-
mona to Chino and Chino Hills. 
Chino Hills Detectives took the 
lead on the case, as Deputies 
were the first to find the sus-
pects and take them into cus-
tody. 

Carrillo and Soto met the 
victims at a store in Pomona 
to buy electronics the victims 
had loaded into their car. Car-
rillo and Soto told the victims 
they wanted to purchase the 
electronics and made their way 
from Pomona to the area of 
Pine Avenue and the 71 Free-
way. One of the two victims got 
into Carrillo’s grey Mercedes 
with both suspects, while the 
other victim waited in his car 
near the 71 Freeway. 

Carrillo and Soto robbed 
the victim who was in the car 
with them and left him in a ru-

ral area near Euclid and Pine 
avenues in Chino. A person 
who witnessed this called 
police and Chino Police re-
sponded to the robbery. Chino 
Police immediately released 
a broadcast to surrounding 
law enforcement to be on the 
lookout for the suspects’ gray 
Mercedes. 

Minutes later, Chino Hills 
Deputies received a report 
of a carjacking. Carrillo and 
Soto returned to the other vic-
tim, who had been waiting in 
his car, pointed what was lat-
er to be determined to be an 
air-soft pistol at the victim and 
stole his car. Silva left driving 
the victim’s stolen vehicle as 
Soto followed him in the gray 
Mercedes. The victim was able 
to get the license plate of the 
gray Mercedes and report it to 
Deputies. The victim also gave 
a very detailed description of 
both suspects. 

Deputies immediately re-
sponded to an address in a 
mobile home park in the unin-
corporated area of Montclair 
where the Mercedes was reg-

istered. The Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Aviation Division assisted 
in the area check. Carrillo and 
Soto were found walking in the 
mobile home park, in the direct 
vicinity of the gray Mercedes, 
and taken into custody without 
incident. 

Electronics and one of the 
victim’s cell phones were re-
covered from the suspects’ 
gray Mercedes. The victim’s 
vehicle was found at a park in 
Ontario near the corner of Riv-
erside Drive and Campus. The 
air-soft firearm was recovered, 
as well as additional evidence 
linking the suspect’s to the var-
ious crimes. 

The Chino Police Depart-
ment is conducting a parallel 
investigation regarding the rob-
bery of the other victim that oc-
curred in the city of Chino. 

Carrillo and Soto - who is on 
parole for home invasion rob-
bery - were booked at the West 
Valley Detention Center for car-
jacking. Investigators will also 
seek charges of robbery and 
conspiracy to commit robbery 
and carjacking.
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Let’s Go To The Movies

Designing Your Own Life

Straight Talk With Danice

By Pastor Mark Hopper

The City 
of Diamond 
Bar pro-
vides free 
movies at 
Sycamore 
C a n y o n 

Park every Wednesday night in 
the summer.  They also have a 
free concert before the movie.  
It is a nice place for people to 
gather and enjoy.

We will also have Free Sum-
mer Movie nights once a month 
at our church again this sum-
mer.  Each evening includes 
FREE pizza, popcorn, juice 
drinks and candy.

We will be showing “Tangled” 

By Nancy Stoops

Why do 
you let ev-
e r y b o d y 
run your 
life?  Why 
do you feel 
you have 

no choices and that life can’t 
ever get better?  What is it that 
seems to keep you stuck?  How 
many times have you asked 
yourself these questions?  Let’s 
see if we can’t answer some of 
them.  

I think we let others run our 
lives because we feel we don’t 
know how to, and out of fear 
we allow others to run things 
for us.  In terms of feeling we 
have no choices, I think it’s just 
a bad habit of limiting our ex-
pectations and not having faith 
in ourselves. 

I believe we stay stuck be-
cause we get comfortable even 
if we are miserable.  It also 

By Danice Akiyoshi, N.D.

Q:  I was 
out for a 
b u s i n e s s 
meeting on 
S a t u r d a y 
night that 
was about 

ten minutes from my parent’s 
house.  I decided to visit and 
didn’t call in advance.  As I 
walked up the driveway, I could 
hear my mom and dad laughing 
on the patio.  I let myself in with 
my key and headed toward the 
patio.  I was pretty surprised to 
see my parents in a party mode 

on July 10, and “Planes: Fire & 
Rescue” on August 7 – begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m.  

It takes a lot of people to put 
these evenings together.  We 
have parents of young children, 
empty nesters and college stu-
dents leading these events.  
Many of these leaders come 
early to help with set up and 
serve the free food.  Others 
stay late, long after the movie 
is over, to put our worship cen-
ter back together.  It really is a 
team effort.

My favorite part of the eve-
ning is getting to meet the par-
ents and kids who come.  We 
frequently have new guests 
who read about the Free Movie 
Nights in the local paper or who 

takes a lot of energy to change 
and many times we don’t want 
to put forth that kind of energy.  
The alternative is to do nothing 
and to just stay stuck.  

We ask ourselves the same 
questions over and over and at 
the time, we tell ourselves this 
time we will finally change.  I 
believe people mean it at the 
time they say it, but then they 
get lazy when it comes to actu-
ally doing the work involved to 
get to where they want to be.

Please stop assigning blame 
to everyone and everything 
else for why you don’t have 
the life you want.  We all have 
things that get in the way of our 
journeys, but it’s also up to us 
to overcome that adversity that 
literally stops us dead in our 
tracks.  

I get so tired of people tell-
ing me they can’t when I know 
they can if they try harder and 
fight for the life they want.  
People are always putting off 

like I have never seen before.  
In order to avoid embarrass-
ment for all of us, I left without 
making my presence known.  
My cheeks are still burning.  My 
parents never did these things 
when my sister and I lived at 
home.  Should I pretend like I 
never saw this?

A: Yes, you should pretend 
that you never stupidly inter-
rupted the privacy of other 
adults.  When parents are fi-
nally done raising their children 
they often go back to enjoying 
themselves in ways that are in-
appropriate when youngsters 
are around. Never show up 
anywhere uninvited or unan-
nounced.  If your family shares 
house keys it’s probably for 
emergency reasons at this point 

are invited by another family in 
our church.

Let me suggest that you clip 
out this article and put it on your 
refrigerator to help remind you 
about the Free Movie Nights at 
our church this summer.  If you 
come, I hope you will allow me 
to meet you and introduce you 
to some other young families in 
our church.

Let’s go to the movies this 
summer!

Pastor Mark Hopper is from 
the Evangelical Free Church 
of Diamond Bar, 3255 South 
Diamond Bar Ave. Sunday ser-
vices are 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 
For more information, call (909) 
594-7604 or visit www.efreedb.
org.

having the life they want by 
telling themselves once they 
get though this or that, life will 
improve and be what they want 
it to be.  

The truth is that all they are 
really putting off is life!

This article was written by 
Nancy Stoops M.A., M.F.T.  Nan-
cy is a licensed Marriage and 
Family Therapist.  She has a 
private practice in Diamond Bar 
and is currently accepting new 
clients; she is also a motivation-
al speaker who can inspire your 
employees or group members.  
Nancy runs free family support 
groups, including a group on 
loss for seniors, and groups on 
how to manage anger. For more 
information about any of these 
services feel free to contact her 
at (909) 229-0727, or via email 
at nancyjstoops@verizon.net.  
Nancy’s books, “Midnight the 
Therapy Dog,” and “Live, Heal 
and Grow,” are available at Am-
azon.com.

in your lives.  Is it also possible 
that you might be caught in a 
private situation if your parents 
decided to let themselves into 
your home uninvited and unan-
nounced?  Learn from this one, 
Jen. Please be respectful and 
keep their business to yourself.

Danice Akiyoshi is a Natu-
ropathic Doctor and the head 
of Candid Coaching Service. 
She offers personal coaching 
services relating to all types 
of issues and concerns. This 
is a letter she received from 
an anonymous reader. To 
send a question to Danice, 
email her at straighttalk@
cand idcoach ingse rv i ces .
com. You can also visit her 
website at www.candidcoach-
ingservices.com.

784 Nogales St. 
Walnut, CA 

Located at the Alamo Car Wash

626.913.3718626.913.3718

A Letter From Jen

Place an ad in The Weekly News 
Call (909) 464-1200

YOUR AD HERE
4 ADS STARTING AT $160

CALL NOW! (909) 464-1200
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784 N. Nogales • Walnut
(1 Block South of Amar Road)

(800) 95-CAR WASH
(626) 965-7922

We Are Now a 100%
HAND WASH

Mon - Sat:
 8:00am - 6:30pm

Sun:
 8:00am - 5:30pm

OIL CHANGE, LUBE
& OIL FILTER

14 Pt. Oil Change & Lube

$3099
+ tax

Up to 5 qts. of oil with this 
coupon

+ $2 Xtra bottled oil
+ Hazard Waste Dues

One coupon per customer. Expires 4-30-15

(626) 965-6032 Expires 4-30-15

FREE
Full Service
Hand Wash

Express Wash
$695

Alamo  
Express Lube

EXP 7/31/15

EXP 7/31/15

ADS

EXP 7/31/15 EXP 7/31/15 EXP 7/31/15

EXP 7/31/15

Arriving Hopeless, Returning Inspirational

Staff Reports

Los Angeles County – On 
Wed., June 17, female inmates 
housed at the Century Region-
al Detention Facility (CRDF) 
received a spark of inspira-
tion when former inmate, Ja-
mina Johnson, returned as a 
guest speaker in a testimonial 
presentation for the Educa-
tion Based Incarceration (EBI) 
Merit program.  After some 
troublesome experiences and 
much soul searching, Johnson 
returned to the jail facility, this 
time bringing hope and motiva-
tion with her.

Johnson shared her per-
sonal history with complete 
strangers, in hope of stirring up 
something inside at least one 
of them.  She revealed that, 
despite being the daughter of 
a preacher and being raised 
by two loving, hard-working 
parents, she inched her way 
down a dark path, which led to 
a whirlwind lifestyle of crime, 
drugs and gangs.

Johnson revealed the 
chronology of her decline to 
her listeners:  It began in April 
2008, with her first round of 
incarceration for the charge of 
Robbery.  She received a two-
year sentence in state pris-
on.  Not long after her release, 
Johnson returned to jail in 2010 
for a parole violation.

After a string of contacts with 
law enforcement, Johnson’s 
pivotal point came in October 
2012, during yet another book-
ing into the Los Angeles County 
Jail system.  Her latest charge, 
Possession of a Stolen Vehicle, 
turned into a 17-month sen-
tence.  She’d had enough.

“It all began on my birth-
day in October 2012,” recalled 
Johnson.  “I was getting high 
with people… and the next 
thing I knew, I began running 
down the street naked and high 
on PCP.”

While serving her sentence 
at CRDF, Johnson finally ac-
knowledged her lifestyle had 
spiraled out of control.  She 
was at rock bottom and want-
ed to change her lifestyle, but 
didn’t know how.

Finally, she made the de-
cision to leave her old ways 
behind and rebuild herself, 
using education as her foun-
dation.

Johnson’s self-restoration 

project began with enrollment 
in the Education Based Incar-
ceration (EBI) Merit program, 
formally established in 2010.  
The Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department com-
mitment to community based 
policing is shown through the 
EBI program, which uses a 
comprehensive educational 
curriculum, consisting of both 
traditional and nontraditional 
educational opportunities.

The EBI program is designed 
to reduce institutional violence 
as well as reduce recidivism 
by increasing the education-
al, civic, social, economic, life 
skills, and engagement of its 
participants.  Inmates become 
students who are able to attend 
academic, vocational, and life 
skills courses during incarcera-
tion, and be occupied with pos-
itive activities.

In addition to book learning 
and practical application, John-
son took personal examples 
from the EBI program staff who 
taught, as well as modeled, the 
importance of time manage-
ment, good work ethics and 
professional conduct.

Johnson fully understood it 
would take hard work and de-
termination to reinvent herself. 
She saw the option to gradu-
ate with a certificate in culinary 
arts, painting, or fashion - or 

even earning a high school 
General Education Degree - 
as an opportunity for improve-
ment.  Johnson successfully 
completed the program and 
graduated.

Johnson was released in 
February, 2014.  Today, she is 
back in jail, but this time of her 
own volition.  As she spoke, 
Johnson held the attention of 
every inmate in the audience.  
She was able to directly con-
nect with the women because 
they shared similar circum-
stances.  In turn, the women 
were able to relate to her and 
see the potential to improve 
their own quality of life, if they 
desired it.

“Every day is now new, and 
I’m imperfectly perfect.  If it 
weren’t for this arrest, I might 
be dead,” said Johnson.  “I felt 
like I was trying to get to the 
second story with no stairs, but 
the staff and EBI program were 

my stairs that helped get me to 
the next step.”

Captain Maria Gutierrez fol-
lowed Johnson’s speech with 
more words of encouragement, 
“It’s time to start living! Take 
off those negative labels and 
choose to wear positive ones. 
Be courageous and take the 
opportunities here to invest in 
yourself!”

Applause and shouts of joy 
from the audience erupted in 
appreciation of Johnson’s tes-
timony and in celebration of 
prospects for new futures.

“I feel I am not alone, even 
though I am a felon. I can ac-
complish something in life. I 
now have hope,” said one in-
mate after listening to John-
son.

For more information about 
Education Based Incarceration, 
visit their website at: http://shq.
lasdnews.net/pages/tgen1.as-
px?id=EBU.

Former inmate returns 
as guest speaker 
for Education Based 
Incarceration Merit 
Program

Photo Courtesy:  LASD
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Over 25 years
in Walnut

Lujan family owned

Mercury C.A.R.S. Shop
Rental Cars

All Insurance Claims Welcome!

Preferred Collision Repair for
Diamond Honda of Puente Hills

Free Pickup & Delivery

2 4  H R  T o w i n g

909.595.9448
www.CalCoachAuto.com

l i m i t e d  l i f e t i m e  w a r r a n t y

Coll is ion Repair

Emergency Roadside Assistance AND TOWING

Monday-Friday
8:00 am-6:00 pm

Saturday
9:00 am-noon

22064 Valley Blvd.
Walnut, CA 91789-1407

Photo Courtesy:  WVUSD
Walnut High School Class of 2015 super star seniors, Jefferey Huang,  
Louisa Lee, Samantha Wu, and Ted Zhu.

PUSD To Expand Language Programs
By Juliette Funes

Pomona – Pomona Unified 
School District plans to expand 
dual-language immersion pro-
grams and full-day kindergarten 
programs, and boost spending 
for secondary athletics, online 
Advanced Placement courses 
and technology support as part 
of its 2015-18 Local Control and 
Accountability Plan (LCAP).

The plan - a requirement of 
the state’s school funding sys-
tem - guides District efforts in 
improving student learning, with 
particular emphasis on foster 
youth, English learners and stu-
dents who are socio-economi-
cally disadvantaged. It identifies 
goals for each year, strategies 
to achieve those goals and 
funding sources.

“During the course of our out-
reach efforts, we have found 
that the priorities of our parents, 
community members and stake-
holders include rigorous aca-
demics and programs to ensure 
all students – including our foster 

youth, English learners and so-
cio-economically disadvantaged 
– are college- and career-ready 
by the time they graduate high 
school,” said Board President An-
drew Wong. “This plan builds on 
our District’s successful programs 
and creates new avenues for stu-
dent support.” 

The 2015-18 plan pledges 
to continue programs that have 
shown success in improving 
graduation rates and reducing 
absenteeism, dropout and expul-
sion rates, including professional 
development, the Advancement 
Via Individual Determination 
(AVID) college preparation pro-
gram, reducing student-teacher 
ratios in elementary and middle 
school math and English Lan-
guage Development sections, im-
proving access to technology and 
broadening the course of study.

The District will expand its du-
al-language immersion offerings 
to include an English-Spanish 
program at Montvue Elementary 
School and an English-Mandarin 
program at Pantera Elementa-

ry School. Full-day kindergarten 
will be added at 11 additional 
schools. All elementary schools 
will now have the program.

The District will also bring new 
programs forward, including a 
literacy focus program and extra 
support for arts and music pro-
grams. Schools will add learning 
support by way of more nurses, 
counselors, school site special-
ists and math coaches for ele-
mentary and high schools. Fund-
ing for technology devices and 
additional computer technicians 
will also be increased to boost 
student and adult learning. 

Pomona Unified developed 
the LCAP after analyzing a Dis-
trict survey that drew more than 
3,000 stakeholder comments, 
reviewing data on student per-
formance and consulting parent, 
faculty, staff and student groups, 
including the Associated Pomona 
Teachers Union and California 
School Employees Association 
during more than 20 meetings 
between January and June.

Stakeholders asked for con-

Walnut Valley #1 in So Cal!

By Kelli Gile

Walnut – Walnut Valley 
schools are the most impres-
sive in Southern California 
according to the Best School 
Districts for Your Buck report 
issued on June 29. 

Walnut Valley Unified School 
District (WVUSD) is ranked #1 
by the financial advisory organi-
zation, NerdWallet.  The report 
studied 153 unified and second-
ary school districts by affordabili-
ty to live there, standardized test 
scores, college readiness, and 
student-to-teacher ratio. All infor-
mation was provided by the Cal-
ifornia Department of Education.

WVUSD tops the list with one 
of Southern California’s stron-
gest graduation rates – 98.30% 
- as well as a high SAT average 
of 1722. The 2013 median home 
value in WVUSD is $597,800.

“I am so proud of our stu-
dents, teachers, staff, parents, 

and community. It takes a lot of 
commitment to get to this lev-
el. It’s truly a team effort!” said 
Board Member Cindy Ruiz.

Some of the best school dis-
tricts in the nation are found in 
sunny Southern California. But 
it is one of the priciest places 
to live. For example, in Orange 
County, the median housing 
price is upward of $700,000, 
according to the California As-
sociation of Realtors.

NerdWallet researched So 
Cal schools to find great facili-
ties for families and affordable 
homes. A total of ten counties in 
the region were compared from 
San Luis Obispo, Kern, and San 
Bernardino counties to San Di-
ego and Imperial counties.

Nearly 14,600 students at-
tend 15 WVUSD schools, where 
there is a student-to-teacher ra-
tio of about 24:1. Diamond Bar 
and Walnut high schools offer 
International Baccalaureate 
and Advanced Placement pro-
grams.  Castle Rock and Cyrus 
J. Morris elementary schools 

offer International Baccalaure-
ate Primary Years Programme. 

Many schools have been 
honored as California Distin-
guished Schools and National 
Blue Ribbon Schools, and this 
year, Walnut Valley’s three mid-
dle schools – Chaparral, South 
Pointe, and Suzanne - were 
designated California Gold Rib-
bon Schools, the award given 
during the hiatus of the distin-
guished schools program. In ad-
dition to general academics, the 

District also features targeted 
learning in areas such as Chi-
nese languages, STEM, health, 
design, performing arts, college 
prep and advanced placement.

In addition, WVUSD was 
ranked 6th in the entire state, out 
of over 1,000 school districts, in 
the 2015 Best Schools for Your 
Buck in California report in March.

See the full report at https://
www.nerdwallet.com/blog/cit-
ies/best-school-districts-south-
ern-california-2015/.

YOUR
AD HERE
(909) 464-1200

tinued safe and clean schools, 
increased staff and a broader 
range of coursework, technology 
and health services. Top bright 
spots included PUSD staff; the 
rigorous academic courses of-
fered; the academic and social/
emotional support provided to 
students; parent involvement; 
and Adult/Career Education.

Other avenues the District ex-
pects to explore in the future in-
clude more science labs, school 
modernization projects and di-
saster preparedness.

“This year, the District has had 
a number of amazing successes, 
and we believe that with these 
expanded programs and new ac-
tions, our students will continue to 
excel in reaching their college and 
career goals,” Superintendent 
Richard Martinez said. “I want to 
thank our students and families, 
our teachers and staff and our 
community partners for gener-
ously contributing their thoughts 
and time to help us create a plan 
that truly reflects local control and 
accountability in education.”

Nation’s 
birthday 
celebrated 
with a bang

to 9:30 p.m.
“Santa Ana’s annual tra-

dition on the 4th of July is to 
have fun, show your patriotism, 
picnic at the park, enjoy great 
music, learn about history, and 
watch a spectacular fireworks 
show over the Centennial Park 
lakes,” said Santa Ana Council 
Member, David Benavides. 

The Independence Day cel-
ebration will feature live per-
formances by the Full Spec-
trum Band and Santa Ana 
High School. The celebration 
will also feature a History Walk 
with costumed characters from 
our nation’s history educating 
children, a kid’s zone play area 
with three bounce houses and 
games, Civil War cannons, 
and recognition of our Armed 
Forces. The fireworks show will 
begin at 9 p.m.  Bring a picnic 
basket or enjoy the various food 
vendors throughout the park. 
Admission is free and guests 
are encouraged to arrive early 
to find a spot in the park. 

Council member, Roman 
Reyna, who leads a group of 
youth to volunteer in helping 
produce the event, said, “I am 
particularly thrilled that every 
year we get Santa Ana Youth 
more and more involved in these 
types of events. This is the best 
way to engage and motivate our 
youth to become leaders.” 

Centennial Park is locat-
ed at 3000 W Edinger Ave, in 
Santa Ana.  For more informa-
tion, contact Enrique Marban 
at Emarban@santa-ana.org, or 
call (714) 571-4254.

OC from page 1

Best schools for your buck
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